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He looked back with regret upon those years which he had spent in wandering.
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He looked back upon those years which he had spent in wandering with regret.
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Muhammad Ali is the greatest of all boxers.
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Of all boxers Muhammad Ali is the greatest.

The greatest of all boxers is Muhammad Ali.
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The strong and swarthy workers slowly pushed the vehicle away from the road.
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The workers, strong and swarthy, slowly moved the vehicle away from the road.
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Even if he tries hard he cannot sing well.
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He cannot sing well, even if he tries hard.
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Your Irish pensioners would starve, if they had no other fund to

live on than the taxes granted by English authority.

If they had no other fund to live on than the taxes granted by

English authority ® Your Irish pensioners would starve.
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In the world of science, the theory is now accepted with confidence.

The theory is now accepted with confidence in the world of science.
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He who tells a lie does not know how great a task he undertakes; for

he must invent twenty more to maintain one.
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For, to maintain one, he must invent twenty more.
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The records show how kind to inferiors he is.
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The records show how kind he is to inferiors.

A EL SRR PR ER (7 > TRy :

The records show how, to inferiors, he is all kindness.

AN EE AR M RTIEE ALY — B VEJEL > SR e Ry -

The records show how kind to inferiors he invariably is.
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" My conscience stays untainted in spite of rumors and slanders from the
outside."
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SRRSO IR A SUERAATT

"Despite rumors and slanders from the world, my conscience remains
untainted."”
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FHmAFEL

218 W. JANSS ROAD, T.0. CA 91360

A K G W 805-379-0882
Pastor Michael Weidman 805-379-0882
?XingHt: 09:30am—10:40am
PEXRAZIAZE: 11:00am—12:10am
ZEXBRALOB : 09:00am—10:40am
ARiagH: 11:00am—12:10pm
RAEEHRE

4364 Valley Fair St, Simi Yalley, CA
93063

¥, o F 6D 805-241-8245
BALZ: 09:30am—10:30am
iR/ Eia% 11:00am—12:20pm
BEELEA 07:30pm— 8:30pm
BIEEHR: 07:30pm— 9:00pm
RARLIEAEEMN

A B 805-375-6292
BZ%18 % — 238 09:30am—12:00pm
WE A4 £ @@ 07:30pm—10:00pm
AR B RSB AMER

8963 Reseda Blvd., Northridge

& It B AP 818-727-7689
£ 1% 818-885-7897
B & E 818-624-8617
EARALA

AR4E=80n 2:00pm — 4:00pm

B H 626-614-8161
FH@ETH

7 0 805-449-2660x256
FHeATEFS

2 1% 805-493-1939
@ * 805-480-1887
A8

% 805-499-5952
S A 818-205-5366
& 805-241-6291
51 %

iR# 805-277-3577

HRAGE

FR 805-804-7020

F#HME

T4 818-887-1711

Twi 661-295-9689
3

HNE—-REZAENDEAE

et 805-529-8891

L&Y R XX F

£ 818-831-9788

HZ2 805-492-9702

HRLAEE

& KM 805-499-9763

5 R A3 818-879-8583

FRNATEEHRED

% b 3% 818-889-4739

X+ &% (carea)

Bk 805-413-4563

ARAER

ZH A 9:30-11:30am F#H ¥ X% %

BRER 818-991-8149
#HEXBEAGHE

B2 R 805-480-1887
BRER 818-991-8149
PAKREBAM

Bkg 818-368-4548
| F R

R H# 818-991-9305
Oak Park 18 W14

H—-EAZAZ 8:45pm—11:00pm

# g 8:00am—10:00am
B2 818-880-6987
R HBR

Sandy Yu 818-991-0758
5 T EX XY X

1 & 805-498-1979
PEAREPBEBS-BBALT A

Howie yu 805-447-0552
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Youth Workshop s

P —
. A Few Words Of Advice ]

A Letter Frome The Editor

Dear Readers,

The CCCA Youth Workshop is a collection of articles written by high school students
of the Thousand Oaks Chinese School community. Each CCCA Journal includes a section re-
served for the youth to share their talents and abilities to express their perspectives of the
world.

As anew year begins, various pressures arise in regards to college choices, jobs, and
even test scores. In our Spring 2011 issue, the staff writers of our journal Thousand Oaks Chi-
nese School graduates seeking words of advice. Each successful graduate shared their unique
experiences following Chinese School, as well as how Chinese School impacted their lives.

I would like to thank all who submitted articles to the youth workshop. Your effort is
very much appreciated!

Sincerely,
Connie Sun
Editor In Chief

Spring 2011 Staff

Annie Chen Frank Duan Allen Li Jesse Hou
Josselyn Tsai Joyce Zhang Meini Cheng Amanda Zhou
Sherry Huang Jonathan Yan

I would like to thank everyone who contributed to this edition of the CCCA Journal. With
school, sports, and other extra-curricular activities, everyone was able to stay committed and
share stories with the Chinese community. Again, thank you all so much for all your hard
work and effort!

Interested in writing for the youth workshop? E-mail Helen Shish @ helenshihl168@gmail.com
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Irene Kuo (F[Z° L= )
Joyce Zhang
Junior, Westlake High School

Chinese native Irene Kuo moved to the U. S. in the eighth grade. After attending Thousand
Oaks High School, she studied accounting at USC, graduating in the class of 2005. Since then,
she has worked two accounting jobs: four years at Ernst & Young and one year at Disney. As a
Chinese-American, Ms. Kuo embodies work ethic and discipline to succeed in all facets of life.
JZ: Describe your experience in moving to the U. S.

IK: At first, making friends was difficult. Even though I had English classes in Taiwan, I
learned my conversation English here. School-wise, I had teachers and students help me.
JZ: What school and extracurricular activities were you involved in during high school?
IK: I was in marching band for four years playing percussion. Fall semester we had marching
competitions and field competitions. Spring semester we had percussion competitions. I was in
math club and Japanese club.

JZ: What general advice would you give to younger students in middle school or high school?
IK: To colleges, GPA and SAT score are pretty important. Do your best on the SAT, but don’t
kill yourself. Definitely participate in a few extracurricular activities you're really passionate
about, not ten different clubs. Be involved, be the president, do something different.

JZ: How did life at USC differ from high school life?

IK: The classwork load and academic discipline were more demanding. You had to be more
disciplined to manage time, which I learned the hard way. The biggest difference was balanc-
ing school activities with clubs, which I attended for leadership experience. I had more of a
social life—outside of class, I hung out with friends more.

JZ: What classes and activities did you take in college?

IK: Besides general education, I also took Japanese, computer programs, art history, and geolo-
gy. In the Chinese Student Association, we organized off-campus events and carpools. Since I
was an accounting major, I was in a co-ed accounting fraternity. We participated in business
events with accounting firms that helped us find jobs.

JZ: Explain your experience at your public accounting job.

IK: I worked as an IT auditor. I reviewed the security of the system used to generate
accounting and finance information for various clients. I made sure companies fol-
lowed accounting rules in their investments.

JZ: What responsibilities does your current job entail?

IK: I still do the same things, but I now work with different operations and segments
like Disney’s consumer products and movies.

JZ: What advice would you give to those who wish to pursue a career in accounting?
IK: Start networking early. As soon as you decide to go into accounting, join the

school’s accounting club or business fraternity. Even if you're a business major, networking is crucial to
get a job interview. Though many Chinese people shy away, make an effort to attend recruiting

events —ask questions to get your face out there.
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; Jerry Jiang (" E %)
- Amanda Zhou
|

Sophomore, Westlake High School

Jerry Jiang works for a company called Denville Scientific as a Technical Sales Consultant
(which is basically a sales representative). As well as going to Agoura High (class of “02), he
was also a TOCS alumni who dutifully went to learn Chinese every Saturday all the way
through high school, even senior year. He got into UCSD and got a bachelor’s degree in Bio-
chemistry/Cell Biology. Afterwards, he did cancer research in San Jose for 3.5 years and real-
ized that the job was too boring for him, so he started applying for sales positions since he
wanted to be out and about. When asked about why he stopped doing cancer research, he
says that the concept was definitely interesting, but sitting in a lab all day wasn’t the best.
Knowing Chinese turned out to come in handy when applying for his sales rep job. In fact,
one of the reasons he was hired was because he knew how to speak Chinese. Of course, he al-
so had to fit the other requirements for the job, but since the Chinese market is expanding,
knowing the language definitely put him at an advantage. His boss felt as if having a person
fluent in the language would make it easier to get business from many of the Chinese profes-
sors at UCSD and Stanford.

His advice to students who want to become as successful as he is: “Don't stress it. You grow
and learn a lot in college not just from attending lectures, but by living on your own and hav-
ing to figure things out on your own. Don't get me wrong, grades are actually still important
in college, whether you want to apply for professional or get a job. People will still ask for you
GPA!I'll be honest with you, a lot of people who went to school to study one thing end up do-
ing something different. Figure out what's important to you and what you want to accomplish
so you have a goal. That's the hard part. Once you figure out where you want to go the rest is
just about time management. There's just so much to do and see and experience that it re-
quires very good time management and the discipline to keep to a schedule that you set. Eve-
ryone only has 24 hours in a day and what ends up happening for college students is that they
sacrifice sleep. I'm guilty of this. My first quarter at UCSD I was just excited to have independ-
ence and control of my life, so I joined crew and stayed up late to meet people. Having crew
practice at 6 A.M. meant I needed to be up by 5 so that I could get ready and walk over to the
field. At my worst, I was only sleeping 10 hours from Monday-Friday. After a few weeks I just
couldn't handle it anymore and I realized it was starting to affect my classes. Things that used
to be so simple seem laborious when you don't get enough sleep. College is fun and a great
experience! Go into it with an open mind to get the most out of it. You might end up finding
out what you thought you wanted to do may not be a good fit for who you are.”

Spring 2011
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Howard Chou (|7 #%)

Frank Duan
Junior, Westlake High School

Howard Chou is an Agoura High School and Thousand Oaks Chinese School (TOCS) alumni.
Currently 26, he grew up in the Ventura County area and graduated in 2003, and he currently
resides in San Francisco.

He is an accounting auditor for Ernst & Young with Asset Management team. In his job, he
audits investment firms to assure the quality of their finance reports. The challenging and con-
stantly changing aspects of his job keep him interested.

Chou has developed much from Chinese School and is grateful of his experience. When asked
how TOCS has helped him, Chou responded, “TOCS was instrumental in my growing experi-
ence, both in helping me stay connected with my culture and community.” He has learned
from cultural events in the community and made life-long friendships with his classmates. The
simple Saturday morning allowed him to connect with his culture and community in an inti-
mate manner.

When asked how he got to where he was, the alumni states that many experiences and people
have helped him throughout. He places an extra emphasis on the power of people supporting
him and especially his mother. “My mom has been such an important part of shaping me into
the person I am today.” She taught him invaluable lessons on family, heritage, and his culture.
Throughout his life, she has supported him no matter the circumstance.

Howard enjoys playing sports, trying new restaurants and traveling. Though beginning the
early stages of his career, he always tries to make time for his hobbies. He encourages every-
one “to dream big and to stay focused on [their] goals.” Each person should have keep his or
her goals primary while still having fun.

Describe yourself a little bit, i.e. where you went to school, what are your hobbies, age, etc.

I'm currently 26 years old and I live in the wonderful city of San Francisco. I grew up in the
Ventura County area and I graduated from Agoura High School in 2003. I attended TOCS
from elementary school until about sophomore year in high school but I still attended events
frequently. Some of my continued interests include travelling, trying new restaurants and
playing sports. It's tougher to find time for hobbies these days since I'm in the early stages of
my career.

How did you get to where you are today?

Well this is a tough question - there are so many people and life experiences that helped me to
get to where I am today. I think this question may be better asked as "who helped you". My
mom has been such an important part of shaping me into the

person I am today. She has taught me about the importance of family and heritage, and sup-
ported me through thick and thin.
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What is your current occupation?
I currently work as an accounting auditor for Ernst & Young with Asset Management team. In
this role, I audit investment firms to assure that their finance reports are in line. I enjoy the
challenging and ever-changing aspect of this job.

How has TOCS helped you?

Aside from helping me develop my Chinese skills, TOCS was instrumental in my growing ex-
perience, both in helping me stay connected with my culture and community. I learned from
both the classes and my fellow peers whom have become life-long friends. I feel very fortunate
to have been a student at TOCS and benefited a lot from the experience.

Do you have any advice to younger students?

Beyond all of the typical advice, I would say my main piece of advice is to dream big and to
stay focused on your goals. As you grow up, you will have lots of opportunities and options
be presented to you. It's good to keep an open mind, but also always wise to keep your goals
in the forefront of your mind...oh and have fun!

, Eric Cheung (3=%59")
- Meini Cheng
I

Junior, Westlake High School
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Eric Cheung graduated from Thousand Oaks Chinese School, Thousand Oaks High School,
and the University of Southern California. He attended medical school at USC, where he stud-
ied pediatrics and internal medicine. After completing his residency, Eric is now finishing his
training as a specialist in kidney disease.

Eric attended Chinese school for 12 years. When asked about his feelings toward waking up
early every Saturday morning, he replied, “Initially, I was sad that all my other friends got to
watch Saturday morning cartoons, but I got to see all my other friends too on Saturday, so it
wasn’t a big deal.”

In addition to completing his regular schoolwork, Eric also participated in journalism, ran for
the cross country team, and played piano. Piano took up a bulk of his extracurricular time,
since he practiced for two hours every day.

“In high school, schoolwork was stressful, since you're trying for a good GPA and SAT scores.
High school was a lot harder than college, because it was a lot more competitive. I mainly fo-
cused on school work and extra curricular. I never went on a date,” said FEric.

Eric’s advice for current high school students is “Be true to who you are and what you're inter-
ested in. Pick two extracurricular activities and excel at them. Just focus on two things. Too
many times students dabble in so many activities. They’re in the swim team, they play tennis,
two instruments, and they get burnt out. Just pick two things that you can really focus on.”

For all the students in high school, Eric believes that success is achieved by “having the ability
to laugh at yourself, respecting your teachers, and studying hard.”
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Steven Sun (¥F— |[[*)
Jonathan Yan
Junior, Westlake High School

Describe to me your favorite memories from TOCS.

I really liked the origami class. It was definitely a good hobby to pick up. Some of my fondest
memories were from preparing for the Chinese New Year show. The one performance I re-
member most vividly was when I was in 8th or 9th grade. We did a play about school life in
China, where we did a scene on a bus which turned into a scene at school. Although the play
might have been a little lame, it was a lot of fun preparing for this with my friends.

Did your experiences in the Chinese community here in thousand oaks influence you in a posi-
tive way after leaving TOCS? How so?

Yes, the biggest influence was probably the Chinese Church in Thousand Oaks. It was the first
church I ever attended. When I first moved here from Arcadia, I didn’t really know anyone
and didn’t have many friends. However, going to Chinese School and the Chinese Church al-
lowed me to meet some life-long friends like Frank Zhang and Nancy Wang. Meeting these
amazing people helped me in my journey to college. Friends are vital in high school so I was
really thankful for having such great friends with similar life goals in mind. It was only in
communities like Chinese School and Chinese Church that I was able to meet these types of
people.

As a successful TOCS graduate, is there any advice you can bequeath to the younger genera-
tions of TOCS that you would have found useful back then?

There are a lot of cliché things I could say, but definitely prioritize, you are going to have to
make sacrifices sooner or later, but getting your priorities straight will definitely make making
decisions much easier. I remember I was involved in many extra-curriculars like marching
band and simply didn’t have enough time to do everything. However, rather than doing all of
them half-heartedly, I prioritized and was able to excel in those specific activities.

Has learning the Chinese language and Culture helped you in anyway? How so?

Being bilingual is extremely beneficial; it has opened the door for many opportunities. Don’t
underestimate its value. Learning Chinese is always useful; it provides a communication me-
dium that other non-speakers can’t understand. Trust me, it can become very convenient. Ob-
viously it allows you to connect with Chinese people but additionally, learning about your
own culture allows you to accept other cultures that you will meet in college. When you leave
the “TO bubble” you will meet hundreds of other cultures whose names you can’t even pro-
nounce. Learning about your own culture, while growing up in an American culture definite-
ly helps you understand and accept all cultures.

Will you make your children go to a local Chinese school? If so, how would you encourage
them to actively go? (we all know that no one really wanted to go as a kid)
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Definitely. Like I said earlier, learning Chinese has a wealth of uses. Istarted in first grade,
and didn’t really know better so it just became an integrated part of my life. I actually really
enjoyed Chinese school even though I did stop because of Saturday marching band rehearsals
at TOHS. What motivated me to go to Chinese school was the mindset I had. I can tell you
that I thought about it in a similar way as regular school —friends, interesting classes. Find
something that makes it worthwhile. Origami was awesome and fueled me to go.

The reason I loved high school, was because of extracurriculars like mock trial, acadeca and
marching band. Find something that will make Chinese school worthwhile and interests you,
whether it be friends or third period class. Down the road, learning Chinese will probably help
you more than most of the other classes you take like AP Euro, which although is interesting
isn’t very practical in the real world. I'll tell you right now, a lot of the things you apply for
will ask if you know a second language. It is a huge benefit. I actually regret not continuing
Chinese in college.

After entering the so-called “Real world,” is there anything you could suggest or change about
TOCS that would help the students be more successful?

I actually thought Chinese school was too lenient. There was little accountability which is
probably not a popular thing to say, but it was very easy too slack off because there wasn’t re-
ally any punishment for not doing homework or failing. In comparison to the Chinese school I
went to in Arcadia, TOCS was much easier and had less discipline. You are going to have to
learn diligence and self-control sooner or later in life, so you might as well start now. Especial-
ly because of the importance of Chinese, more emphasis should be placed. Although the chil-
dren can’t see it now, in the long term learning Chinese is hugely beneficial.

Have u kept in touch with any of your Chinese School friends and classmates?

I have in fact! Nancy Wang and Frank Zhang are still my great friends and we share a wealth
of childhood memories from TOCS.

After leaving TO, did you have any surprises or misconceptions?

Yes, after leaving TO, I realized how much of a utopian-like bubble I lived in. In comparison
to TO, Berkeley was much more real. It was a very interesting area with life everywhere.
Things were always crazy. Some think it might be too real or even dangerous but that’s the
part I actually love about Berkeley. It’s the real world, and you get to experience it first-hand.
Being at Berkeley isn’t like being at a school where the city revolves around the college. Berke-
ley campus is interdependent from the city. You get the best of both worlds, college life and
city life.

Is there anything else you would add or would like say?

I feel like a lot of people will look back to Chinese school with a positive outlook. Even though
right now, you might not like it, after a while, you will look back on it with fondness and ap-
preciation. I'm sure I didn’t enjoy Chinese school as much as it seems like I do now, but I defi-
nitely look back at those memories and skills I gained with fondness and love. I appreciate
what Chinese school has given me, a wealth of memories and life-long skills. So take TOCS
students, take advantage of this wonderful resource you have and make the most of it; it
doesn’t last forever and before you know it, it'll be over!
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Jessica Chang (3= |Z0) !
Allen Li :

Junior, Westlake High School .
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Describe yourself a little bit, i.e. where you went to school, what are your hobbies, age, etc.

I'm a curious and adventurous person, who loves exposing myself to new experiences and
people. I guess you might have been able to sense that when I was a student at Thousand Oaks
Chinese School and at Oak Park High School, since I was involved in different activities - like
Chinese folk dancing, the Chinese New Year performance at Civic Arts Plaza, the track meet
against other Chinese schools, cheerleading and student council. After I graduated high school
in 1997, I went to the University of Southern California and majored in broadcast journalism,
where I learned how to hone my interests and talents to tell stories as a TV news reporter. I've
lived in Odessa, Texas; Virginia Beach, Virginia and San Diego, California reporting for differ-
ent TV stations.

Now, I live in San Francisco, where I've grown a new interest in the education field as an Out-
reach Representative for Academy of Art University. I've also developed a passion for volun-
teer travel - having volunteered in Biloxi, Mississippi to help rebuild homes for Hurricane
Katrina victims and in Jakarta, Indonesia teaching underprivileged children how to use digital
photography to express themselves. I will be volunteering for 2 and a half months this summer
in Thailand and Vietnam teaching English to children and working with disabled orphans.
That passion, combined with my love for telling positive and inspiring stories, has motivated
me to create my own volunteer travel blog and resource for other volunteers - VolunteerVen-
tures.wordpress.com.

How did you get to where you are today?

I owe a lot to my parents, who've supported me in so many ways. While I chose not to become
a doctor or business woman and, instead, chose a more "risky" career as a journalist, my par-
ents were understanding and encouraging. Even though I've had to move hundreds of miles
away to build my career, they've been by my side - emotionally and mentally. They often share
how proud they are of me - whether directly to me or whether I hear them brag about me to
relatives and their friends. And I know that as I continue my adventures, they will be there to
guide me and help me up, if I fall.

How has TOCS helped you?

Some of my favorite memories are times I've had at TOCS events - and some of my best friends
I met at TOCS. Whether the Chinese New Year performances, Chinese folk dance competitions
or just hanging out at someone's house, I believe I've developed much of my confidence, lead-
ership skills and social skills through my experiences at TOCS. At the time, it was tough to
wake up early on Saturday mornings to sit in class and learn about Chinese idioms and memo-
rize characters, but I really value the balance of culture in my life. I feel lucky to celebrate such
a rich heritage and proud to be a Chinese American.
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i Nigel Hsu (F-J"%¢)
. Annie Chen
| Junior, Westlake High School

What is your occupation and how did you get to your current level?

I am currently a Legal Assistant on the Patents team at Google. I got here through a bit of luck
after multiple career changes. Upon graduating from UCLA in 2009, I began teaching high
school biology at Fenger High School in Chicago. I realized that while I greatly enjoyed teach-
ing, I was not able to make the kind of impact upon my students that I would have liked to see
in order to stay in the profession. I went back to my lab research roots from college and began
work as a Research Assistant at One Lambda, a biotech in the LA valley. At the same time, I
was considering another career jump, took the LSAT, and applied to my current position at
Google. Having been at Google now for 7 months, I have gleaned a deep understanding of the
legal profession, and thus plan on attending law school in the near future.

How did being a Thousand Oaks Chinese School graduate help you get to where you are now?

I did not attend many years of Chinese School. I chose Saturday sports activities instead after
the fourth grade. My mother, while disappointed, fortunately understood my passion for
sports at a young age and allowed me to pursue them. However, what I gained from Chinese
School provided an excellent base in understanding my family's cultural roots. It was through
those few years at Chinese School that established my cultural identity as a Chinese American,
which I later continued to pursue at UCLA by taking several Chinese language and Asian
American studies classes.

Does knowing a second language help in your everyday life/job?

If I didn't know Chinese, I would be unable to communicate effectively with my parents,
grandparents, and any of my relatives in Asia. So yes, I would consider knowing a second lan-
guage to be infinitely valuable.

What advice would you give to younger students who are striving to achieve just as you have?

Work hard. GPA is one of the most important factors in applying to college and jobs that is
completely within your control.

Be happy. Having a high paying job and being miserable while doing it is not worth it. Do
something that makes you happy.

If you could tell the younger-you-from-ten-years-ago something, what would it be?

You don't have to be a doctor.

]
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Dorothy Tong (& 77 ) '
Josselyn Tsai o I
|

Junior, Westlake High School

™ |

Dorothy Tong- inspiring founder of Cupcake and Cookie, reigning champion of

Food Network’s Cupcake Wars, and successful TOCS alumni. We may know her as the cup-
cake princess, but entrepreneurship is more than just sunshine and rainbows. It's a cupcake
inside a cookie! (She is also a savvy inventor.)Cupcakes are a new trend that is making head-
way in the baking business, and Dorothy is a fairy pioneer. Through my interview with the
cupcake princess, I learned of her journey from homemade baker to national star, beginning
right here in our very own Chinese School.

Did your childhood influence you to become a baker? Or did you not realize your ambition until later?

I have been baking ever since I could hold a spoon! I was a picky eater ever since I was born,
and one day my parents told me that if I didn’t want eat the food they made, I could make my
own food then- so I did. I made everything I liked to eat, starting with ice cream, cookies, cake,
and cupcakes!

What was Chinese School like when you attended there? What impact has it had on you?

Probably the same as now- tons of learning and makings lots of friends. I was also in dance for
my third period elective. Chinese school was what defined my Saturday mornings for the ma-
jority of my childhood. It taught me structure and how to work hard for something outside of
mainstream school, and it is also where I met some of my best friends!

What college did you decide to attend, and what classes and extracurricular helped you?

I actually graduated early from UCLA. I was a psychology and linguistics major, and the clas-
ses were so fascinating- especially the psychology classes. It's very interesting to learn about
how people think and what makes them behave a certain way! I also studied abroad in Beijing
and worked in Taipei during the summers; I definitely recommend studying abroad to every
student! Being in a completely different environment and exploring a completely different
view of life was one of the most amazing experiences of my life.

When did you realize that you wanted to run a cupcake business?

I have wanted to run a cupcake business since I was in high school! I always knew I was an
entrepreneur and that I had to do something creative with my life. I would tell any aspiring
students to never ever give up on their dreams, no matter what!

If I could go back and see my teenage self I would tell myself to start doing business earlier! I
was too hesitant and not confident enough to start my own business when I was a teenager,
but I think I would be a lot further today if I had.

How did you get your business started from an idea? What have your greatest challenges been
and how did you overcome them?

It definitely takes a lot of hard work and time to start your own business! You need to first and
foremost believe in yourself and have confidence that you will succeed! The greatest challeng-
es to overcome are definitely the negativity and criticisms you receive on your ideas and abil-

ity to succeed. Its super important to always believe in your dream and never lose sight of it.
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What are your most successful ideas?

I invented my trademarked cupcake filled cookies and cookie filled cupcakes around 5 months
ago. I had a light bulb moment when I was thinking about the cupcake and cookie flavors for
my menu- what if I put them inside each other?! It took me a lot of time and experimentation
to figure it out, but it was definitely worth it. I even have some Chinese inspired flavors, such
as my amazing green tea-ramisu cupcakes.

i Eric Fong (IEZFY )
I

Jesse Hou
Junior, Westlake High School

Eric Fong, a now very successful and satisfied twenty-four year old, attended Chinese school
for 8 years and enjoyed every Saturday morning with his friends and peers. Rather than just
attending Chinese school for an academic purpose, Eric knew that the Chinese language
would also broaden his opportunities in life and aid him in finding a job that he loves. Since
Eric was already studying Chinese at Chinese school, he decided that studying Spanish at Oak
Park high school would greatly impact his future, allowing him to be a well rounded trilin-
gual. In high school, Eric took hard courses that allowed him to gain better view of high school
life and how one should deal with it. He believes that one should take a variety of classes that
will help one truly find one’s purpose in life. Rather than just listening to how other people
believe one should lead his/her life, Eric believes that one must first and most importantly
find his/her passion for a specific subject and then pursue it in college. As for extracurricular
activities, Eric says that, “Get involved with extra curricular that people don’t usually do stand
out and don’t be afraid to pursue non traditional interests.”

By working very hard in high school, thus, getting good grades while pursuing extracurricular
activities, Eric was accepted by both UC Berkeley and UCLA. Eric chose to study at the latter
because he believed that there were more opportunities at UCLA and that he could hopefully
find his purpose in life there. From his experience there Eric emphasizes that, “one shouldn’t
be in a rush to complete courses and take the minimum amount. Instead, one should fully ex-
perience the different opportunities and take a variety of classes.” At UCLA, Eric put his Chi-
nese skills to use by becoming involved with the “Chinese students association/ culture club.”
In college, Eric discovered that Chinese strengthens friendships along with helping him make
new friends. He majored in math and minored in bio chemistry, believing that he found his
very own passion and path in life. However, Eric ended up finding a job at a tech company.
Even though Eric didn’t find a job related to math, he found his passion in technology. Eric
states that, “Don’t give up even if things don’t work out. Be patient and be passionate about it.
You're not stuck.” Although things didn’t turn out how Eric expected, he managed to surpass
his expectations by taking a different path in life.
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Angela Chen ( [fi4=H )
Josselyn Tsai
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Chinese school has the effect of establishing community, a place to share your heritage with
others. Beyond the curriculum, fun electives, and cultural events, it helps touch everyone who
is a part of it- even briefly. Angela Chen shares with us her experience and inspiration for her
success today. Though she only attended Chinese school until third grade, she has taken her
Chinese heritage and roots with her through her journey to becoming a chiropractor.

What do remember from Chinese school?

I remember how small it was, and some specific lessons; I also remember participating in after
school activities. Back then, they weren't called third periods, because it was so new and unor-
ganized. We did use to dance and participate in New Year’s activities though. I believe I was a
dragon’s butt. At that time, the New Year’s performance was held at the high school. I was
there in the very beginning, and it was very tiny back then.

Other than the New Year’s performance, did you participate in any other events?

I really should have. Everybody grew up together and they still know each other. I wish I had
participated in more; it would have been good to keep in touch too. The Chinese community is
small now, but it was even smaller back then. It was nice to have that though, it’s kind of cute,
something to be proud of.

When did you figure out that that was what you wanted to be?

I didn’t figure that out until I was about twenty four. I had worked jobs and in labs, but noth-
ing felt quite right. I was doing the jobs, but I wasn’t necessarily in the flow or groove of
things. You know when you're talented at something and when you're just like okay. I actually
knew I wanted to be a chiropractor when my headaches were fixed by a chiropractor. At that
point I had been having headaches since I was in sixth grade, all the way until I was in college.
It was hard for me to study and focus. I took drugs, had MRIs and cat scans taken, thought I
had a brain tumor, and nothing helped except a chiropractor. I thought that was really cool,
and I really wanted to learn about it. That’s when everything kind of fell into place with my
career. It wasn’t like I knew what I wanted right when I hit college.

Was that your inspiration? Your headaches?

Well just feeling that change, I don’t know if you've ever gone through a debilitating medical
thing. It's hard to get something fixed. It never really happens. You can get symptoms taken
care of, but when you actually experience something as traumatic as that, and having it com-
pletely fixed, it’s really inspiring.

Have you taken your Chinese roots with you?

I definitely definitely have. As I get older I realize that when you're young, and growing up in
a predominately white community, you aren’t willing to embrace your roots as much as a
child. But I know that as I have gotten older, I have embraced them much more. I am very
proud of being Chinese American. Also, in my work, I deal with a lot of Chinese people. I
learned form a chiropractor in Beijing and I use a lot of her methods too. A lot of what I do is
based off an ancient Chinese tradition, fixing peoples bony structures.
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What did you think you were going to be when you were a teenager?

When I was a teenager, I think I always wanted to do something medical. I knew that was my arena. I
always thought that I was going to be a doctor. So I guess I wasn’t too far off. I just thought I was going
to be an allopathic doctor instead of a chiropractor. I always tell my sister that even if you don’t know
what you're going to be, everything you're doing now, believe it or not, is helping you to work towards
whatever that is that you're going to be. You're training your mind to function in a certain way. You're
growing your brain. So even if it seems completely useless, you're developing your mentality. I wish I
knew that when I was younger. You only really see that perspective when you're older. You don’t really
know where you’re going when you're younger, you just have to put one foot in front of their other. If
you sit there and obsess, you're not walking the walk, and you won’t go anywhere. I'd tell teenagers that
no matter what, just keep going. If you want anything, it’s at your fingertips. You just have to keep try-
ing and reach out and grab it.

Has being Chinese given you an advantage in any way?

I think it really has. Chinese parents are pretty tough on their kids, but in the ends that’s good, because
want their kids to be the best that they can. It’s good to have someone who knows what to expect. And
that’s why the Chinese community works together in such a great way. It’s beautiful. Having that great
discipline, but also the freedom and independence, it’s a very powerful blend, being second generation.

. Lydia Lo (®/I']4")
Sherry Huang
Sophomore, Westlake High School

Q: So, where are you from?

A: I'm from Thousand Oaks.

Q: When did you go to TOCS?

A: I went there from about 1st grade to the 9t grade.
Q: What is your favorite memory of TOCS?
A: Hmmm... I think the 3 period classes; they were really fun. I remember there was origami, Chinese
knotting, etc.

Q: How did it help you?

A: Well, it helped me learn the basics. I actually speak Cantonese, so going to TOCS helped me learn
more about Mandarin.

Q: What are you doing now?

A: Currently, I'm a 1st year medical student at UCLA.

Q: What do you want to do afterwards?

A: I'm not sure yet but maybe something in global health.

Q: How did you get to where you are now?

A: Well, I graduated from Westlake High School in 2005, and then attended Harvard. After gradu-
ating from Harvard, I took some time off and worked in South Africa, and now I'm at UCLA.

Q: Did TOCS aid in any way?

A: Yes, it definitely helped me appreciate the culture more. Especially in college, I was more involved,
and more exposed to the community.

Q: Any advice to younger students?

A: Work hard and do what you love to do.
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BRJy1E |Cheng |Nick "R 805-583-3184 |nickcheng2009@gmail.com
A L Qiong & E /;;Eﬁa*/ 818-8719784 |qiongli_98@yahoo.com
FRIPIE |Sun  |Banghua  |FEWLAEE: K 805-498-7187 |banghua_sun@yahoo . com
ZFIEFR |Hsu Matt HE gﬁéj_ﬂﬂ 805-498—0137 |matthsul23@yahoo.com
WikEMK [Huang |Guilin i S LE 805—374-7854 |glhuang@yahoo. com
B Kuo  |Jane WA / &k (iEE) 805-577-7559 |janekuo@sbcglobal .net
AR |Li Wengcheng [P XCERKE |BH 805-492-3168 |wencli@verizon.net
2 & |Liu Nian 4 R 805-492-1010 |stellaliul6@hotmail.com
ZIHE (Liu Shih-Hua |2 818-881—-3083 |shihhualiu@gmail.com
MM [Peng  |Jack WHs ¢ 818-597-0788 |jypeng@sbcglobal .net
F H# [Wand |Heather |HKEE®®€E |HE 805—241-5840 |heather_wang@hotmail.com
2 Bk {Zhu Lin Shn* 4 805—499-5952 |1inzhuquinn@yahoo.com
# AiE |Hu Jenny = 51323 805-553-9118 |sham88@yahoo . com
PEHEIE |Chang |Weiheng |44 ] 805-241-0835 |weihengc@gmail . com
BEREAR [Yeh Wanlin HE™ HiEKE 805-241-6080 [wanlineverizon.net
fil M |Hong |[Shang e % 805-241-6291 |hongshang@yahoo.com
REEE (Yu Amy 51323 saa 818-707-6990 |amyandye@yahoo.com
BLEH (Wu Jennifer |hGE)* 4 805-376—9489 |jennifergeos@yahoo.com
B0 (W Yingchun |FE%% &riin 818-205-5366 |wuy99@yahoo.com
AlHH{E |Hsiao |Ming Hwa |fE%%* SEEIE (805-552-9916 |minghwahsiao@yahoo. com
"R
R Woo Carol 3 St N 818-889-0278 |carolyuwenwoo@hotmail.com
PREE |Shih  |Helen E i B B [805-492-6288 |helenshihl68@gmail.com
WK |Lo Elaine | TS T4 805-370-9272 |e108890@gmail . com
$ECH [Chien |Wen s e pEpR 818—222-2628 |wchien@sbcglobal .net
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2010-2011 FRAERTE

i

August 28, 2010

TOCS First Day of School 57— Z-H#ARI S (57= &)

Thousand Oaks Chinese School

Sep. 11,2010 CCCA Board Meeting #1 53— “VRL A # {7201 ) %’7 Skyworks Solutions

Oct. 10,2010 Corn Maze Adventure = “f i‘?li]f‘ll’}?ﬁﬁa% Forneris Farms at Mission Hills.
Oct. 23,2010 E%%;f;‘g%&lﬁ?ﬁgﬁhmg — Fall Issue Thousand Oaks Chinese School
Oct. 23,2010 Senior Gathering & #5-' 3F"| ) Mandarin Buffet

Dec. 4,2010 CCCA Board Meeting #2 57~ “%5 75 2 {731 5; ﬁg Oak Park Library

Dec. 11, 2010 CCCA Christmas Party 5 7 & F%i?@f%ff Oak Park Community Center
Jan 22, 2911 TOCS Second Semester Starts — 14| 1< 245 57 SR 2

Jan/Feb 2911 Senior Chinese New Year Celebration & %5 i E%’ff TBD

February 19, 2011

CCCA Chinese New Years Performance
F7 UF R R TR I

Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza

March 12, 2011

Deadline for TOCS Principal Candidate Nomination

R s

March 12, 2011

E

CCCA Board Meeting #3 57— %3 BRI %’T

Oak Park Library

March 19, 2011

TOCS Sports Meet — 4 1¥ 4% gé:_]gng

Thousand Oaks Chinese School

March 13, 2011

Spring Hiking ZF} =g

Wildwood

April 09, 2011

Voting for 201 1-2012 TOCS Principal
TR SRR R T

Thousand Oaks Chinese School

April 16, 2011

Deadline for CCCA/PVA Director Nomination
S B RO R L E

April 16-23, 2011

TOCS Spring Break - — #§:f[1% FHH W

April 23/24, 2011

Southern California Chinese Culture Associtation Track Meet
NE @éﬁﬁg (Mt. St. Antonio College)

Mt. San Antonio CollegeWAL-
NUT, CA

April 30, 2011

Arbor/Earth By=R| 'iﬁ

Conejo Creek Park

April 30,2011

CCCA Journal Publishing — Spring Issue
TS

May lst, 2011

Deadline for CCCA Academic Merit Awards Application
HAEREE B

Introduction Meeting — VP & Director Candidates

May07, 2011 S B I (R Thousand Oaks Chinese School
May 08, 2011 Mother's Day Celebration =/ %/ éﬁ%ﬁfu’iﬁéﬁ Oxnard, one day trip.
Mav 19. 2011 Deadline for CCCA BOD Election Ballot Collection
v R R R
May 21, 2011 Official Announcement of CCCA VP & Directors Election Thousand Oaks Chinese School

Results 5L 75 2 {252 2 G |

5/28-5/30,2011

CCCA Memeorial Weekend Camping
MO E R B

Live Oak Camp, Cachuma Lake.

June, 2011

CCCA Board Transition Meeting
R R R U

TBD

June 11, 2011

Last Day of TOCS /Graduation Ceremony/Y ear End Picnic
S A0 ST B A Y

Thousand Oaks Chinese School

Early June, 2011

CCCA Award and Scholarship Presentation

Local High Schools
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2010-201 12EE{T7EH % School Calendar

R AR 20102011 5 B SHVE
Thousand Oaks Chinese School 2010-2011 Calendar

FFZ 7= Fall #1272 Spring
08/28/2010 * Ff|Z+[ ! First day of school, 01/22/2011, 01/29/2011, 02/05/2011 ,
09/11/2010, 09/18/2010, 09/25/2010, 02/12/2011, 02/19/2011* %%Ebﬁﬁ ,
10/02/2010, 10/09/2010, 10/16/2010, 02/26/2011, 03/05/2011, O3f12/2 11,
10/23/2010, 10/30/2010 * f%i’ﬁﬁﬁiﬁ?ﬁ, 03/19/2011, J@fﬂ_ﬁﬁﬁ TOCS T F Meet
Halloween 03/26/2011, 04/02/201§ , 04/09/2011,
11/06/2010, 11/13/2010, 11/20/2010, 04/30/2011, 05/07/2011, 05/14/2011,
12/04/2010, 12/11/2010, 12/18/2010, 05/21/2011, 06/04/2011
01/08/2011, 01/15/2011, 06/11/2011* 5FE3 A" Last day of school

J‘?%'Ejf'sﬂ: gl Q’T: 9:15 — 10:15AM 1 Qﬁi 10:25AM — 11:25AM

(?’giﬁj,f) S7= 87 11:35AM — 12:25PM

R RIZZ90— Ayt 9:15 — 9:55AM B3 Ay 1 10:05AM — 10:45AM

L (K) BEFSET- A 10:55 — 11:35AM 57 47 11:45AM — 12:25AM

*4 F1EY= AR (No 3rd period)
(FFLE! Days school not in session
09/04/2010 Eai Labor Day 11/27/2010 &% 1A Thanksgiving Day
12/25/2010 ZH3AN Christmas Day 01/01/2011 #FrF New Year’s Day
04/23/2011 Y SEEIy

04/16/2011 f\. {f§ Spring Break
Annual Track and Field Meet

05/28/2011 el & |1 Memorial Day

TR SRR 2010-2011 AT B 44 B

N

¥ | 2k | wenclieverizon.net SEEAAH | B0 | wuy99eyahoo. com

TIhib

A | S5 | roshiehuegmail.com

T

B R | L3 kellyma999@yahoo.com b}

B | HIEER | littleaiise@gmail.com wapen | /e | wang sharon2005@yahoo

.com
B R | Zp=l | xmu_99eyahoo.com FMHE | ZEREHALK | wanlin yeh@yahoo.com
BOGHH | ) oI hongshang@yahoo.co | FH:fff#H | =HEEK glhuangto@gmail.com

m

H5H | RE) zhangli5243egmail.com | JGEIFH | 5EHE/E | weihengeyahoo.com

54 | BIA® | yuehuiyanehotmail.com | y&#Eh#H | #H%AFG | zhaoyang Hulyahoo.com

HH54H | BB | tinayu88eyahoo.com 1EENEH | AT hongma847@hotmail.com
IA%5#H | BBER | fongtracyeyahoo.com TS EhAH 1@(_% 1ian91311leyahoo.com

AA%54H | BB M | melissala888eyahoo.com | JEEFE | 5EUIME | jennylin688@gmail.com
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Pre—A F-10 e =&l (?*)Jﬁ‘&)
o e EME
_-_ W&o Bridge 11 EE

o B et mER
_-_
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Ek/L\
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G-12 FRHAJE SAT 11 )
_-_ 3 Preparation  C 12 A
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2010 — 2011 TS mE o

Eﬁ‘kf’é‘ W £ Name Email Home Phone
Fim RIA Elaine Lo elo8890@gmail . com 805-370-9272
1T EE B FH% Qihong Wang rwang6@yahoo . com 805—445-9258
A g Jesse Fong xfong@yahoo.com

g & Chichong Lin cclinl@verizon.net 805—371-1266
JéE R FERELE Leslie Chou 11lchoue@hotmail.com 805-480-1481
j(ﬁfﬁnaﬁﬂ ]%ﬂgﬁ Banghua Sun banghua sun@yahoo.com 805—492—-7660
j{*%(ﬁﬁn F &4  Youping Wang iacmspw@gmail.com 805—987-0985
j{*ﬁﬁﬁﬁn %ﬁﬁj Senshu Ye senshuy@yahoo.com 818—"707—6990
j(*%fﬁaﬁn ﬁ%ﬁ Minghua Hsiao minghwahsiao@yahoo.com 805—552-9916
e e FH% Qihong Wang rwang6@yahoo . com 805—445-9258
S FiEEs Helen Shih helenshih168egmail.com  805-492-6288
j{*ﬁﬁﬁﬁn E%é Carl Wang carlwang2@verizon.net 805—379-2672
j{*%f}nfﬁﬁﬁ Bl Christina Ning chrismningegmail.com 818—222—-8386
j{fﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ E/%ﬁ Jane Kuo Jjanekuo@sbcglobal .net 805—577—7559
j{*%(ﬁﬁﬁ 7'31‘ Mei Fang mfangx@yahoo.com 805—492—-6558
FREfREeE{F  #@HA{E  Minghwa Hsiao minghwahsiao@yahoo.com 805—552—-9916
#}iﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ %S;,:'%{ﬁ Chialun Tsai chialuntsai@yahoo.com 805—373—-4225
EE i mfRis FHRE  Carl Wang carlwang2@verizon.net 805—379-2672
E&ﬁ:%#&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ Bl Christina Ning chrismningegmail.com 818—222—-8386
E%%Hﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂ Vilis] Mei Fang mfangx@yahoo.com 805—492—-6558
B rHE FREEERE  Ying Ying Wu yywu888egmial.com 818-736—-1288
== BE S Yun Lan yunlan@sbcglobal .net 818-597-0788
E%%ii%_i Bl Christina Ning chrismningegmail.com 818—222—-8386
ELEE ffZ ¥ Helen Shih helenshih168egmail.com  805-492-6288
AR E EH H 5  Jane Kuo Jjanekuo@sbcglobal .net 805—577—7559
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