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FINALE DANGE: 2018, YEAR OF THE DOG, THE GOOD OLD DAYS!

Year of the Dog is special to me, as I was born in
the year of the Dog! The primary characteristic of
the dog that kept leaping out at me was “loyalty.”

I have been so fortunate to not just work with

the amazing families at CCCA but I have had the
pleasure of getting to really know so many! The
CCCA community is most definitely synonymous
with “loyalty!” Once the theme was decided, it
prompted me to tell the story of a diligent young
boy, who grows up knowing who the love of his
life is... it takes her a little longer to feel the same
way. Our young man wins the heart of his soul
mate and celebrates their life long love affair! Each
Chinese Zodiac animal comes with their own
characteristics, so with every New Year, there is

a new characteristics. With each New Year I get

to know who my dancers are, how they’ve grown,
especially the seniors, and what’s important to them
that year. I also chose the colors of the costumes
based on the lucky colors of that Zodiac sign and a
style that suits the tone of the story and characters.
Once I start writing the story, and have a feel for
everyone’s strengths, I listen to as much music as I
can and choose songs based on what I believe the
kids will relate to and what helps tell the story.

The majority of the students don’t study dance
outside of the 4 months we work together, so

I have to quickly get their bodies moving in a
way that they don’t move the rest of the year. I
also introduce many different dance styles, so
everyone has a chance to find a style they’re most
comfortable doing, therefore finding a strength.

ANN DEVANEY

When it comes to more
advanced choreography,

I try to keep it similar
enough from one year to
the next, so they can keep
improving. When the
dancers keep improving
and becoming stronger,
their self esteem increases.
They take their heightened
self esteem to their other
activities. Dance and
storytelling are complimentary
to all sports, the arts, and even
their academics. In addition to feeling like their
hard work has paid off, we have all laughed,
worked hard, and sweated (a lot) together. Their
friendships with one another have developed into
strong relationships, they have a place where they
belong, and they’re all valued. Every dancer on that
stage has brought an important part of themselves,
regardless of dance ability.

This year I had three seniors who came to all our
rehearsals and have participated in all the finales
that I have directed since they were in the 7" grade.
Having had the pleasure of watching Olivia Chang,
Victor Zhou & Jonathan Tu (Jonathan couldn’t
perform in the show because he had an honors
choir competition!) grow into incredible young
adults, listening to them, watching them gracefully
hurdle their obstacles, discovering things that

they love, conquering fears and experiencing their
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growth as performers gave me more joy than I
could express.

It was a great honor to have choreographed &
directed the Finale for the DRAGON, SNAKE,
HORSE, MONKEY, ROOSTER, & DOG! Over the
course of the last 7 years. I have had the privilege
of watching so many fantastically interesting,
beautiful, brilliant, smart and funny children
grow up. Watch them work on their best self and
develop into incredible young adults. I don’t think
life gets much better than that! Theyre our future
and they’re eminently important! I couldn’t really
tell you why they like my class
and program, but Id like to hope
it’s because I bring my most
authentic self with expectations
of them, works hard with them,
jokes with them a lot & loves
them to pieces! I'm incredibly
grateful to all my students,
current and past. I love hearing
from them and seeing them! I'm
crazy about all the parents that
danced on the stage this year,
especially, Nick Cheng and his

§Nﬂ%%

wife Li Hsieh whose son graduated four years ago;
Linda Huang who realizes the costumes(every
year, even after she’s tried to move on with her life)
and starred as our love interest later in life, whose
daughter graduated 4 years ago as well. Many
thanks to our stage manager, Kevin Ding, previous
stage manager Lian Zhao, our lighting designer
Jim Smith, my producer, Zhihua Zhang; Yingchun
Wu who I always rope into doing something; not
to mention every one of the parents and former
parents that continue to support the Conejo
Chinese Culture Association. You have my respect,
admiration and love!
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Harper’s BAZAAR Magazine: The ﬁest Street
Style at Paris Fashion Week (Oct. 2016)
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2017 Chinese Cultural Festival
2017 Confucius Institute Day

2017 Amazing Qingdao Photo Exhibition
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They feel that fate has set them to sell

Adverb Clause (Concession)

Adverb Phrase

whether they like it or not

“They feel that, whether they like it or not, fate
has set them to sell in a mart where all other
sellers shout at the tops of their voices, so that,
unless they do too, they will never be heard.”

inamart

; Adjective Clause

where all other sellers shout

at the tops of their voices
Adverb Clause (Result)

so that they will never
be heard

: Adverb Clause
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CONEJO VALLEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Parental Rights and Alternative
Literature Assignments in CVUSD

Steve Chen

Do you know what your children are reading in school? Last year my son showed me his 11AP English
class syllabus. One of the books on that list was Snow Falling On Cedars by David Guterson.

Page 91

“She put her hand around Kabuo's XXXXX...”
page 298-299

"...She washed his XXXXX..."

Imagine my shock! This is completely inappropriate and disgusting material for a 16 year old high
school boy. You might think we shouldn’t print this in a Chinese publication, in a newspaper, or say it
on radio, but if you think we shouldn’t, then why should our children be required to read this for their
grades. Even in college, if a student were to say this to another student, they could be accused of sexual
harassment. I can’t read this out loud to my staff at work either, I would be accused of sexual harass-
ment. Why would a teacher require a child 16-17 year old child to read this for their grades without tell-
ing the parents?

I asked the School Board members why we would have a policy where kids are allowed to read graphic
sexually explicit books without informing parents. The only school board members who were concerned
and responded to me were Sandee Everett, Mike Dunn, and John Andersen. The other two board mem-
bers did not care about parental rights.

The Issue:

As parents we should have a right to be informed and make choices for our children. Take for example
R-rated movies in class. If a teacher wants to show R-rated movies in class, they will send home a per-
mission slip. Why don’t they have it for R-rated and X-rated books?

As I looked more into this issue. I realized there are other books even worse than Snow Falling on Ce-
dars.

Bluest Eye, for example, is also on the CVUSD approved list.
Pages 84-85:
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“He must enter her surreptitiously, lifting the hem of her nightgown only to her navel. He must rest his
weight on his elbows when they make love, to avoid hurting her breasts...When she senses some spasm
about to grip him, she will make rapid movements with her hips, press her fingernails into his back,
suck in her breath, and pretend she is having an orgasm. She might wonder again, for the six hundredth
time, what it would be like to have that feeling while her husband’s penis is inside her.”

Pages 130-131:

“Then he will lean his head down XXXXX...”

Pages 148-149:

“With a violence born of total helplessness, he pulled her dress up XXXXX...
Pages 162-163:

“A bolt of desire ran down XXXXX ...”

This is perverted. Why is this approved reading for minor children? I don’t mind my children reading a
book with topics of sex or rape, but it’s not appropriate for them to read a book that describes in detail
the step by step portrayal of a sexual act or rape without the teacher informing me. We can’t close our
eyes to this and just say we trust the teachers. We need to be parents to our kids and decide what is ap-
propriate for them. I know Asian parents don’t want to disturb and question the teachers or school, but
we need to start now because this is just the beginning. Our children did not have to read books like this
years ago, but they are starting to push these books into the curriculum now. You need to be aware and
let the teacher know what you think. Your voice counts because after it became public, Snow Falling
On Cedars disappeared from the required reading for my son’s 11 AP class.

Result:

Thankfully the three board members, Sandee Everett, Mike Dunn, and John Andersen, believe in in-
forming parents, creating transparency, and allowing parents an alternative choice.

Sandee Everett proposed a new amended book policy that would:

1) Clarify that students and parents have the right to ask for an alternative standards -based selection if
a book conflicts with a student’s or parent’s sensibilities and values. Therefore, if a book such as Snow
Falling on Cedars were to be on the class syllabus again, a parent who does not want their children to
read pornography has the right to ask for a different book.

2) This policy requires informing parents whenever the California Department of Education (CDE) an-
notation for a particular book states the following:

"This book was published for an adult readership and thus contains mature content. Before handing the
text to a child, educators and parents should read the book and know the child."

Note: In a move that inexplicably reduces the protection of children, the California Department of Edu-
cation has recently removed the above annotation from books on its recommended list. There was no
explanation provided regarding why the CDE no longer wants parents to know about the mature content
of these books or to read them. As an example, please compare the original annotation of The Bluest
Eye (official snapshot from the Internet Archive) with the new annotation.

It should be noted that the vast majority of the books on our core literature list do not carry this CDE
recommendation because even if rape, abuse or violence is treated, it is not depicted in graphic de-
tail. CVUSD High School Core Literature Lists can be found here.

3) This policy brings the district into compliance with Education Code 60002, which requires that,
along with substantial teacher involvement, the district shall encourage and promote the participation of
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parents/legal guardians and community members in the selection of proposed instructional materials.

There are a few common misunderstandings regarding the new policy which should be clarified. The
policy:

Does not ban any books, teachers can still teach books such as Bluest Eye or Snow Falling on
Cedars.

Applies only to 9-12 Grade Core Literature (not other grade levels)
Does not rewrite or change the current curriculum.

Does not add additional work to teachers outside of their contract. Alternative assignments will
be produced by the District.

Informs parents that they have the right to ask for an alternative assignment for ANY book that
conflicts with a student's sensibilities and/or values, not just those books annotated by the
CDE as having mature/adult content.

Does not impact those students that do not choose an alternative assignment.
Conclusion:

As an Asian parent, | value education. I want my children to go to an excellent college, be successful,
read the best books, learn, and be prepared for the AP and SAT test.

We must ensure that our children are provided with a strong, rigorous curriculum that prepares them not
just for the AP test and SAT but also college and life.

We must choose challenging books, not pornographic books. They can read pornography on their own
time if their parents allow it. We need to expand their horizons, not lower their standards in the class-
room. Many classic works of literature on our CVUSD approved list give our children the excellent ed-
ucation we want. We do not need these new contemporary books such as Swow Falling On Ce-
dars and Bluest Eye. These books do not necessarily provide our children with the rigorous, challenging
education we want. In fact these contemporary books have very low lexile scores compared to the clas-
sic works of literature that our children should be reading.

We should aim high and strive for our children to read challenging classics that include the great books,
the original works of the greatest minds in our tradition, both ancient and modern. You have the right,
as a parent, to oversee your child’s education. You have the right to choose the best for your children.
We can’t tell the teacher to take these books off their class list, but we can say, “No, my child will not
read this.”

Summary:

There has been much unnecessary controversy concerning the new CVUSD Core Literature policy be-
cause a small group of people have been spreading lies about it. Most of this can be cleared up by simp-
ly reading the actual policy voted for by Sandee Everett, Mike Dunn, and John Andersen, the associated
administrative regulation (AR), and board member Sandee Everett’s blog.

CVUSD Board Policy 6161.1 - Selection and Evaluation of Instructional Materials

CVUSD Board Policy 6161.1 - Administrative Regulation

http://www.sandeeeverett.com/core-lit-policy
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More Than Stress and Bad Days:
Mental Illness Among High School

Students

High school students face many challenges, such
as preparing for college, preparing for standard-
ized tests, and making new relationships, and
these challenges can bring new stressors to their
lives. Many high school students struggle with
more than a stressful exam or an upsetting day
because mental illnesses affect many students. It’s
time we talk about and further recognize mental
illness as a prevalent issue among high school
students, and promote proper treatment. I have
noticed that many high school students have some
psychological difficulties such as anxiety, eating
disorders (overweight or underweight), sleep is-
sues, or light depression because of various aca-
demic or social pressures. Some of our peers do
not know anything about mental health, and as a
consequence, are not aware of their difficulties or
view them as issues for which they should seek
help. Researchers state that without proper treat-
ment, these issues can grow and negatively affect
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their academic accomplishments, social life, and
in the worst scenario, lead to suicide attempts.'
Data show over 37% of students with a mental
illness age 14—21 are most likely to drop out of
school.? Therefore, it is very important to raise
awareness of mental illness among high school
students to help alleviate and prevent some of the
serious consequences that can arise from inaction.
I believe we, as high school students, have the
power to make a meaningful change in our com-
munity by educating ourselves about mental ill-
nesses.

After we are aware of the hidden mental health
crisis in high school, we can begin work towards
recovery, a critical step for mental health care.
Recovery from mental illness is “a process of
change through which individuals: improve their
health and wellness, live a self-directed life. strive
to achieve their full potential.” Early treatments
and social support are keys to increasing the
chances of recovery and improving outcomes. As
the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI)
data have shown *, 70%-90% of patients with
mental illness can reduce symptoms and enhance
their life with proper treatment and support in re-
covery. Based on the research’, patients can even
recover completely from severe mental illnesses
regardless of the type of illness, the duration of
mental disorder, and when the disorder start-
ed. Therefore, recovery brings HOPE to high
school students.

As for recovery from mental disorders, I found
out that high school students and their families in
need can benefit from getting informal practical



information through mental ill-
ness non-profit organizations
such as NAMI in addition to the
wide range of services from med-
ical treatment to peer support.
Through my volunteer work at
NAMI San Fernando Valley, I
noticed we have great services,
classes, and workshops for those
needing help. Most importantly,
all of them are free. For example,
high school students and their families can edu-
cate themselves with articles related to supporting
recovery such as the NAMI Family Support
Groups, which can provide support and deep rela-
tionships. NAMI San Fernando Valley
(www.namisfv.org) has family support groups
open throughout different locations including Van
Nuys, Northridge, West Hills, Sylmar, and Santa
Clarita. These groups can provide answers to stu-
dents and their families who may be afflicted by
mental illnesses. There are peer-to peer and family
-to-family programs in NAMI San Fernando Val-
ley as well. Peer-to-peer programs are for patients
to understand their mental condition and road to
recovery. Family-to-family programs are designed
for families living with patients to dramatically
improve coping and problem-solving skills. 1, as
a high school student, am humbled and honored to
help support students and their families overcome
their challenges and improve their lives through
spreading the wealth of mental health resources
available in our community. Another related re-
covery program is from Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Service Administration
(SAMHSA) and is the Recovery Support Strategic
Initiative, which helps people recover from mental
disorders and support their family members. This
program can guide patients with mental illnesses
and their family to promote methods to adopt
health and resilience and also improve housing,
employment, and education as well as decrease
bias barriers.
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Chinese culture comes
alive at annual affair

| October 26, 2017

By Dawn Megli-Thuna
dawn@theacorn.com
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ATASTEOFCHINA Chinese Cultural Day ymll include -

face painting and crafts. The event takes place Sat., Nov.
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About the author: Kevin Kuo graduated from Simi Valley High School in 2014 and
attended Thousand 0aks Chinese School from 2002 10 20771. He currently attends the
University of California, San Diego as a Jacobs Scholar majoring in Computer Sci-
ence, and will be working as a software engineer at Dropbox after graduation. In
his free time, he enjoys weightlifting, playing tennis, hiking, and video games.

that's about to
graduate and enter the real world,

As a college senior
it's
almost as if I were at the intersection
of my past, present, and future. It can
seem daunting to a high schooler when
asked about what they want to do with
their 1life.
what 1 wanted to do or expected that I
Until I was
I hadn't

seriously reflected upon my past for a

I sure as hell didn't know

would be where I am today.
asked to write this article,

while. Sometimes you Jjust get to caught
up with 1life and your future that you
forget to appreciate how you got there
in the first place.

Growing up in Simi Valley, there were
few Chinese let alone Asian kids in my
throughout elementary
to high school. I didn't place

much significance on my Chi-

classes

nese identity until after my
parents enrolled me in Thou—
sand Oaks Chinese School, and
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I'm grateful that they did. As a kid,
it's hard to see the utility of learning
a new language when your entire life is
conducted in the one you already know.
Even though I protested losing my Satur—
schooling, looking back

days to more

now, it was worth it because it helped
strengthen my Asian American identity. I
ended up making friends that will last a
lifetime, gaining strong connections to
my culture and language, and Jjoining a
community that encourages success. Many
other Asian Americans I've met in col—
lege thoroughly regret not taking the
time to learn their language of heritage.

During high school, I didn't necessarily
know what I wanted to do with my life.
As high students, we
were all told to do well in
school, play

extracurriculars to

school

sports, and do
that we
can be successful. Many people
say "I want to be a doctor",



or "I want to be a lawyer" before even
understanding what that really entails
because they feel pressured to have a
If that's truly what
you want to do and end up succeeding,
that's wonderful! But for those that
don't, don't feel like you're behind. 1
focused on getting good grades to keep

life plan ready.

my options open, and used the rest of my
time to Just enjoy life with my friends
as any typical high schooler would. You will
have time later to discover your true passion,
as who you are in high school will
dramatically change during college.

College 1life is a transformational and
pivotal part of one's Jjourney towards
adulthood. It
young adults truly have agency within

is the first time most
their now lives. There's no one to tell
you what to do, and what you do with
that freedom will affect you for the
rest of vyour 1life. It's okay to make
mistakes as long as you are able to grow
from them. It's also important to be
proactive and explore everything you're
interested in while in college, as there
This includes both
one's social 1life and potential career
I would say that I embodied the

"work hard,

is no better time.

options.
play hard" mentality during
my time at UCSD, where I managed to have
"the college experience" along with aca—
demic and professional success. However,
there are tradeoffs, and one often comes
at the expense of another unless vyou
have good time management skills.

I majored in Computer Science in college
on a whim without seriously knowing how

to program. [ did so because I found the

%‘E%Q é[a;%

taking AP
despite playing Mine—

material interesting after
Computer Science,
sweeper in class most of the time. Luck—
ily, I later ended up liking the subgject
and was able to truly develop a passion
for the field itself.

isfaction in designing systems and solv—

I find great sat-

ing problems that can produce value for

society. Software engineering 1is cur—
rently a highly 1lucrative field with
compensation comparable to that of the
medical field, but without the burden of
debt,

not saying you don't have to work hard

medical school, or residency. I'm
in Computer Science, but there's more of
an emphasis on working smart instead of
working hard.

Looking forward, there's the rest of my
life ahead of me. I have an excellent
Jjob at Dropbox in San Francisco where 1
will begin my career as a young adult in
city. I am forever

an exciting new

grateful for my parents, friends, and
the TOCS community for helping me become

the person I am today. Here's to the

next adventure!
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Searching for culture in the
first city | visited — London.

September 8, 2007

G Jlourney of a dhousand cfliles

Looking back at the past 10 years of my
life, | realize that the most significant mo-
ments are not ones that were planned. It
seems absurd how | got to where | am.
When leaving high school, | was certain |
wanted to go into medicine. | did well at
school and was looking forward to a sta-
ble life of steady income after UCLA.
Now, | live the life of a photographer.

After graduating high school, there was
the gnawing feeling that | had not under-
stood exactly why people like me who
did well at school and on the SAT's all
wanted to go into finance, law or medi-
cine. It may seem like common sense to
most, but | think that as a young person
taking on internships in medicine, ac-
counting and the arts, there seemed to
be no correlation between life satisfac-
tion and money earned. If anything, there

104 FEGE

-Jean Bai

seemed to be a slightly inverse relationship.

Don’t get me wrong — I'm sure extreme
wealth is better than extreme poverty.
What | mean to say is that growing up in
a first world society where opportunities
to succeed are endless, wealth and stabil-
ity cannot be the main contributors to a
life of fulfillment. There's a different bal-
ance of wealth, stability and passion for
everyone. For me, however, | found that
passion was the strongest of the three.

| discovered my passion for photography
when | took a journey abroad to Europe
alone for one month when | was 18. My
parents’ faces were priceless when | told
them that | had already bought my tick-
ets and saved enough money to travel for
one month. | had worked hard as a baris-
ta for one summer at UCLA, each week
counting the money | earned and looking



Taken while watching the sunset alone in
Brussels, Belgium. |t was my 3™ day
travelling alone.

September 9, 2007

at my map to think of each new city |
could discover.

| hadn't been sure exactly what | wanted
to learn in Europe, but | knew that | need-
ed to open my eyes to the world and ex-
plore new ideas after growing up in the
Thousand Oaks “bubble.” It definitely
took me out of my comfort zone when |
first landed in London Heathrow. Back in
the age of flip phones, | relied on my
maps and a guide book to determine
places to stay and things to see. It felt
surreal to know that everything you
needed to survive existed in a single
backpack. It really grounds you to under-
stand that in life, you don't need very

much to live well and it was also empow-

ering to know that you can survive by re-
lying only on yourself. Those were per-
haps the two most important lessons |
learned from the trip.

In total, | travelled to 8 different countries
and met people from all ages and back-
grounds who told the most memorable
stories and philosophies on money, hap-
piness and love. A middle-aged writer in
Berlin taught me that there are always
ways to save money and live creatively,
two young college boys from Argentina
taught me that when you smile, the world
smiles back at you, and an older mother
from Brazil taught me that what matters

\

View of the lakes near Interlaken from
my train.

September 15, 2007

/

A boy chases pigeons in San Marco pla-
z4 in Venice, Iltaly.

September 18, 2007.
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most is not our experiences, but what we

do with them. This last lesson brings me
to photography.

My monthlong trip was time | felt most
alive and | wanted to capture and remem-
ber every second of it. | wrote endlessly in
my journal during my Eurail train rides
across the continent and photographed
every moment when | saw something
beautiful. To this day, | look back at my
photos from that trip once a year to re-

member those moments.

Silence in the early morning in Venice,
Italy. | had just woken up after staying
up talking to the Brazilian mother who
told me that life is about what you make
of your experiences.

\\\ September 19, 200{//

As a photographer now, | still try to

achieve that same thing — capturing a
transient moment when everything seems
to fall into place. It's subconscious and
arises from a specific emotion. During
that moment, your heart seems to stop
and you can't look away until you capture
the image in front of your eyes. | can feel
the satisfaction when | know | captured
the view just right and can go back home
to see the image to remember what it felt
like when | was standing there.

‘ ®

Taken in Eze, a small village near
Nice in the south of France. The two
Argentinian boys heard about it and
invited me along for an adventure.

September 20, 20074//
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Walking through the oldest metro sta-|
tion in Paris.

September 25, 2007

| think that deep down everyone has
something they always wish they tried. It's
never too late. I'll give the advice that
many different people gave me as a
young girl — explore and discover for
yourself what you are best at. Meet peo-
ple from all backgrounds and truly listen
to their stories to see for yourself what
kind of person they are. You can find in-

%

The place | looked forward to seeing
most in Paris was the Louvre. |t was
bittersweet seeing my last sunset in
Paris after visiting this museum. This
was taken a few days before | left for
America.

g—
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spiration and wisdom from everyone.

When you do decide to take your own
journey and stray from the long-taken
road, you may face criticism. It won't be
easy, but the highest rewards will take risk
and sacrifice. Look to inward validation,
not external. The first step will be the
hardest to take, but as you get closer to
your goal, it will become easier.

September 27, 20?3//
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Chinese Experience

Opportunities abound if you Jjust open
your eyes to look for them. Anyone wish—
ing to be educated in the Chinese lan-—
guage will find that indeed there are
many options available for learning Chi-—
nese. | have had the good fortune to be
enrolled in a great Chinese school for
10 years now. Truly, there were times
when I could not see
the benefits of
second

will

also be dishonest to

learning a
language. It
consider it an en-—
joyable weekly rou—
tine to drag myself
out of bed early on
Saturday mornings,

especially after a hard week at school.
Moreover, the homework given by the
school, the weekly quizzes, and the mid-
terms and finals— all these aggravate
the stress [ already feel from regular
school work. Finally, add one more lin—

guistic challenge: the Chinese language

108 FI5kGE

Alina Yang

happens to be one that is notoriously
difficult to comprehend fully, even for
those of Chinese descent. [t seems all
too often that one makes mistakes in a

Chinese language class!

While there are certainly downsides to
taking a language class outside of regu-—
the benefits outweigh the

labor

spent on it. For ex—

lar school,

and hardship
ample, China is
emerging as the eco—
nomic super power,
and the Chinese lan—
guage is destined to
become an ever more
skill to

from the

valuable
pOSsess
point of view of market employment. I
know of a person who was lucky in this
way. She started out as an employee for
a lesser known Jjewelry company. However,
her boss wanted to promote the company
overseas and decided to open a branch in

China. As the only person employed who



is fluent 1in Chinese

reading, writing, 1lis—

tening, and  speaking,
she was transferred to
the branch store and
promoted as the manager.

Her salary significantly

increased Jjust because
she had gained these
abilities through vyears

of schooling in Chinese, even though she
was not a native of China. In addition,
being fluent in Chinese is also a huge
benefit while on vacation. Last summer,
I travelled to Taiwan and had a first-—
hand experience of how my years of Chi—
nese school classes had really had a
positive effect. Reading transportation

signs, ordering meals, and buying daily

necessities were made much easier. Dur—
ing my trip to Taiwan, I remember vivid-
1y many details of things that happened
there. Even | was amazed by how my daily

life in an entirely different country is

%2% ég%

made much easier simply
by going to Chinese

class once a week!

There are many opportu—
nities in your day to
day 1life that
have an impact on your
life.

to take new chances or

could
Never be afraid
try to take every opportunity you have

as you never know when it’ 11 help you

in your future.
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The Space of Uncertainty

It is likely that many of you students
might relate to my background: I was a

straight—A student, played violin in or—

chestra, volunteered with various organ—
izations, and worried too much over aca—
demics. Many of you may already have an

idea of what you want to do, and I en—
courage you to pursue your passions with
your fullest efforts. Others, like my
past self, have only the vaguest notions
of what your future en—

tails, but that uncer—
tainty can provide a
space for you to grow

and develop.

After graduating as a
valedictorian from
Westlake High School, I
pursued a chemistry de—
gree from Harvey Mudd

a STEMs liberal

arts college known for

College,

its quality of academics

and student research. However,

upon

graduating with distinction from col-
lege, I found myself at loose ends. I
had been accepted into a Ph.D. program
at UCLA but knew I lacked the singular
passion to commit myself to a narrow re-—

search topic at that point in my life. I

110 FGE

Isabell Lee

took a step back to look at what I was
doing and why I was doing it, and ulti-
mately decided to enter the job force. I
applied to many positions across a variety of
fields, both related and unrelated to my
degree, and now work as a criminalist
for the Los Angeles County Department of

Medical Examiner—Coroner.

What is a criminalist? The answer varies
depending on the agency, but in general,
we collect and/or ana-—
lyze forensic samples.
My work is primarily
in post—-mortem toxi—
cology; in other

drug tests for
Medical

examiners collect

words,

dead people.

blood and other speci-—
mens during autopsy; I
then test these speci-
mens for a variety of
prescription drugs and
illegal narcotics. (No, I do not normal-
1y see or interact with the dead bodies.
Yes, it does smell.) I spend most of my
work days not only determining the con—
centration of drugs in a decedent’ s
blood samples, but also putting together

the story of the moments before they



died. Were they compliant with their
prescription pain—killers or was this
an unintentional or intentional over—
dose? Is this drug in their blood a
result of their hospitalization or is
it the metabolic by—product of a nar—
cotic substance? Their unique situa—
tions determine how I go about my
analyses, which in turn inform the
doctors who decide cause and manner

of death. My results can also give
courts evidence (or lack thereof) of il-
legal activity and/or provide loved ones

with much needed closure.

In high school, I had very little idea
what the future would look like. The mo-—
ment [ visited Harvey Mudd as a prospec—
tive student, I knew it was the college
I was not sure where
but I had

confidence in the strength of the skills

for me. Afterwards,

my Jjob search would lead me,

I had gained. My background is not in

forensic science, but [ have leveraged
my analytical chemistry skills to thrive
in a worthwhile career as a criminalist,
doing a unique combination of science,
critical problem solving and public ser—
vice. My advice to you: Don’ t be
afraid to explore the full extent of the
possibilities available. It is okay to
walk into the space of uncertainty,
finding both yourself and your future

step by step.
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Title Name Name Email

T4 KA Muren Chu chumuren@yahoo.com
FrECEH BRAEFS Helen Shih helenshih168@gmail.com
) & Chichong Lin cclinl@verizon.net

JER i Jesse Fong jtong2013@yahoo.com
JEL R FAF Youping Wang lacmspw@gmail.com

S At I Qiong Li qiongli_98@yahoo.com
SR A TRTHE Weilong Xu wxul0l@yahoo.com
SO S A Elaine Lo elo8890@gmail.com

i A G Daphne Lee eagleyelee@yahoo.com

i v e A B B Roshie Hu roshiehu@gmail.com

KR A, SCRS EiE Scott Si scottsi80@yahoo.com
JRITRE, AR | WREESE Jianmei Pan jlanm.pan@gmail.com

i A SR} Dandan Chen dandangalaxy@gmail.com
R i, WD LR Jiemin Bao jbaogreen@gmail.com

Jite s e Jit Mei Fang mfangx@yahoo.com

JEE e, A REE Longchuan Yu longchuan99@yahoo.com
ST

S A s R TR Leslie Chou Ichou1497@gmail.com

i T i B i Yuehling Liu yuehling.chiu@gmail.com
AEIR T ESUIESS Yingchun Wu wuy99@yahoo.com
S A BRI AS Lingling Jiang 110805@gmail.com
S i A FRFE Banghua Sun banghua_sun@yahoo.com
Jo A, SR SLIENR Christina Ning chrismning@gmail.com
o4 i e Janet Tseng jenettseng@yahoo.com
SO IR Katey Chen Yin9898@gmail.com

R E R Tim Hou tim.hou@gmail.com
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Academic Merit & Community Service Awards Guideline

Academic Merit Award

In order to give recognition for academic excellence, CCCA is offering several $300-$500
scholarships to college-bound seniors of local High Schools with the following qualifications:
o Grade Point Average of 3.5 or above in high school.

« Has attended Thousand Oaks Chinese School for at least five (5) years.

» Has completed at least 8th grade In Thousand Oaks Chinese School.

o Applied for admission at a two (2) or four (4) years college or university.

All application forms must be accompanied with an essay, in either Chinese or English, about
their experience in Chinese School.
The Merit scholarships will be presented at Awards Night to selected candidates.
Application deadline is May 1, 2016. Mail the application or e-mail the form and essay to:
Hong Shang / CCCA
P.O.Box 6775, Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

Email: hongshang@yahoo.com

Community Service Award

As part of its goals and objectives, CCCA is offering $200 scholarships as a token of recognition
to deserving high school seniors, attending Thousand Oaks High School, who have served their
community.
Teachers need to fill out the attached nomination form and mail the form, by May 1, 2018, to:
Hong Shang/CCCA
P.O. Box 6775, Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

Email: hongshang@yahoo.com

*All application forms can be downloaded from ccca-tocs.org.
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THE CONEJO CHINESE CULTURAL ASSOCIATION (CCCA)

Regular Member, Lifetime Member, and CCCA Patron Program

A. Regular Member:

1. Rights for voting, and running for election, as defined in the CCCA Bylaw.

2. Priority for participating in CCCA sponsored events.

3. Complimentary copy for each CCCA Journal.

4. September 1, 2017 — August 31, 2018 membership fee of $20 per family. The fee is
nonrefundable and non-transferable.

5. Parents of Thousand Oaks Chinese School (TOCS) students, who have paid the annual
school fee, are considered as Regular Member for that year, without paying additional
membership fees.

B. Lifetime Member:

1. Membership good for lifetime.

2. All the rights and privileges as the CCCA Regular Members.

3. Notification and pre-sale seat selections for major CCCA events.

4. Certificate of Appreciation from the CCCA President, and yearly honorable recognition
on the CCCA Journal.

5. One time membership fee of $400 per family. The fee is non-refundable and non-
transferable.

6. If the member family has student(s) attending TOCS, they will still have to pay the annual
school fee at registration. $20 membership fee will be reimbursed after registration is
complete.

C. CCCA Patron:
1. Flexible in the amount of donation. The donation is fully tax deductible.
2. Honorable recognition on the CCCA Journal,
3. Can become a CCCA member by paying membership fee as defined in A or B.

CCCA reserves the right for making changes of this program without notice. Please contact the
following CCCA staff for any questions:

1. Hong Shang (805) 559-0736  Email: hongshang@yahoo.com

2.Li Chen (818) 235-2972  Email: chenli.song@gmail.com

Chinese Name:
English Name:
Address:

Home phone number E-mail address
LI would like to become a CCCA Regular Member. A check of $20 is enclosed.
[T would like to become a CCCA Lifetime Member. A check of $400 is enclosed.

T would like to become a CCCA Patron. A check of $ is enclosed.
Signature Date
Please make check payable to CCCA, and mail it with this coupon to:
CCCA, PO. Box 6775, Thousand Oaks, CA
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2017-2018 CCCA Board Members

k44 Name o7 EMail

[P AT Hong Shang = hongshang@yahoo.com
WA Li Hsieh Al &=/ E~ littleaiis@gmail.com

[ Li Chen = Jolikl chenli.song@gmail.com
B Lei Tsui W W i ltsui91362@gmail.com
ZEIgE Volary Li W s 15k volaryli905@gmail.com
FREE Hui Wang PR RIHE heather_wang@hotmail.com
TR Haijun Ma XEEGR/AF haijunma@gmail.com

TH Kelly Li TEE SO R AT lilkiki777@hotmail.com
THIE Kaijun Ding N Ve el e e i kaijund@yahoo.com

T SCH Irwin Ke FE A irwin.kir@outlook.com
R Muren Chu TARAERS T S/ 1R chu.muren@gmail.com
[EES Yun Lan GEEIGE] yunlanpeng@gmail.com
I, Wencheng Li Fal A wencheng.lil9@gmail.com
TR Zhihua Zhang INUIE e zhihuazhang2001@yahoo.com
(RS Bing Xu ThEE xubing@gmail.com

TFEREE Tina Yu R/ tinayu88@yahoo.com

icht Lian Qin NG lian91311@yahoo.com
S| Eric Wu FaAEE ericwu717@gmail.com
S5k Lin Liu TEE tangle lin@gmail.com
R Jianmei Pan ANRREE jlanm.pan@gmail.com
PR Xiaoling Lin ST A I lins.simi@gmail.com

*#H =& Committee Chairperson

ESUIESS Yingchun Wu SRR R AR wuy999@gmail.com
SR Carol Woo BRSO EH AT | carolwoo@lamoment.com
i Qiong Li SR qiongli_98@yahoo.com
RIS Bill Chiang 2 Stk williamschiang@yahoo.com
WER Debby Chang Stk debby.chang@sbcglobal .net
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2017-2018 CCCA Event Calendar

%2% ég%

H4 e Huh AlA
Saturday, August 19, 2017 TOCS First Day of School £5—S:HIBH & (55 = fiifRidt) TOCS I
Saturday, September 9, 2017 | CCCA Seminar 5§ 4 CLU Swenson Center R
Sunday, September 10,2017 | CCCA Board Meeting #1 25— IR SEA el HE =f g CLU Swenson Center R T
Saturday, September 30, 2017 | Full Moon Festival Outdoor Party k& H Deer Hill Park, Oak Park ERUS
Saturday, October 14,2017 | CCCA Seminar 5§ 4 CLU Swenson Center R
TBD Fall Hiking FKZE(#AT TBD SR
Saturday, October 28,2017 | CCCA Jounal Publishing - Fall Issue A5 a6 Rk =T Hi 1] TOCS KU
Saturday, November 4, 2017 | 28 = Je HH S0 H T.O. City Hall Front Lawn | £$A3C
Saturday, November 11,2017| CCCA Seminar 5§ CLU Swenson Center R
Sunday, December 3,2017 | CCCA Board Meeting #2 2 IR SEA el HE =f g CLU Swenson Center R T
Saturday, December 9, 2017 | CCCA Seminar 5§ 4 CLU Swenson Center R
TBD CCCA Year End Appreciation Party/X’mas Party TBD =il
Christmas and New Year Break
Saturday, January 13,2018 | CCCA Seminar 5§ CLU Swenson Center R
Saturday, January 20,2018 | CCCA President Gathering & <17 TBD R T
Saturday, January 27,2018 | TOC Second Semester Starts T-15 H1 SCE 85— SL I B 2 TOCS s
Saturday, February 10,2018 | CCCA Seminar 5§ CLU Swenson Center R
Friday, February 16, 2018 Chinese New Year - The Year of the Dog - BT -l 4%
Saturday, February 17,2018 | CCCA Chinese New Year Performance HE4-HE ip B R & T.O. Civic Arts Plaza ESUE=0 NS
Saturday, February 24, 2018 | Spring Banquet & TBD FhE
Sunday, March 4, 2018 CCCA Board Meeting #3 55 =X R HEf HEJ g CLU Swenson Center R T
Saturday, March 10, 2018 Deadline for TOCS Principal candidate Normination WA
THERA SRR RS EUL
Saturday, March 10, 2018 CCCA Seminar i CLU Swenson Center W
Saturday, March 17, 2018 TOCS Track and Field Meet T35 & TOCS T
Saturday, March 31, 2018 Deadline for CCCA directors normination )
B R R AL
TBD Spring Hiking #2581 T TBD SR
Monday, April 2, 2018 Deadline for CCCA Academic Merit Awards Application A
R S 2 B R
Saturday, April 7, 2018 CCCA Seminar i CLU Swenson Center W
Saturday, April 14,2018 Voting day for TOCS Principal TOCS A
T SRR RS H
TBD Arbor/Earth Day T2 HiEk H TBD WA
Saturday, April 28, 2018 CCCA Jounal Publishing - Spring Issue TOCS R
THEMEEEEZE T T
Saturday, May 5, 2018 Senior Chiense New Year Celebration <3 i 4H 5 & TBD .
Saturday, May 5, 2018 CCCA Seminar i CLU Swenson Center W
Saturday, May 12, 2018 Deadline for CCCA BOD Election Ballot Collection TOCS ok
B i L
Saturday, May 12, 2018 Official Announcement of CCCA VP & Directors Election results TOCS I
A S 5 B SRR 1T e S M S S R M
Sunday, May 13, 2018 Mother’s Day Celebration £l Hi 15 ) TBD HEEE
Saturday, May 26, 2018 CCCA Memorial Weekend Camping FEAE 7 0] 2 i TBD S L/
Saturday, June 2, 2018 Last Day of TOCS/Graduation Ceremoney/Year End Picnic TOCS EE SR
TR SCR A S R R
Sunday, June 3, 2018 CCCA Board Transition Meeting FEA T i AF 4 A0 45 /16 & CLU Swenson Center R T
Early June 2018 CCCA Award and Scholarship Presentation £ % i HPAHEE 4852 4x Local High Schools WA
Saturday, June 9, 2018 CCCA Seminar 7 4 CLU Swenson Center R
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Staff Directory

Title Name E-Mail

E%?cipal T+ M Heather Wang heather_wang@hotmail.com
f{jﬁit Principal IS3EEHE Scott Chiu scott.chiu@gmail.com
%li;%it Principal HEWAR Wanlin Yeh wyeh66@gmail.com
f{jﬁit Principal HEFK EQilﬂiang Luo giuliang.luo@yahoo.com
i{iﬁiﬁmcg Director I#7% Janet Tseng janettseng@yahoo.com
%ﬁﬁiﬁmcs Director 5 W Yan Wu liangtanbox@yahoo.com
ijgﬁi%nics Director W 1A Lindsay Cao 1c2163@yahoo.com
%ﬁﬁiﬁnics Director i B3 Tina Yu tinayu88@yahoo.com
/Ei?dii%ng Director & Yk BingXu xubing@gmail.com
ijfiii%ng Director P Jasmine Li jasminepoyanli@gmail.com
%é;: iﬂfgctor #F 2 8% Chiaming Hsu camyhsu21@gmail.com
%iﬂigctor JH/~ Eddy Hsu eddyhsu@gmail.com
ijzgifﬁtion Director FAEEIE Renee Hu ananyl@yahoo.com
iﬁﬁéﬁiﬁﬁ Director TRACH Daisy Zhang dm_zhang@hotmail.com
gﬁfﬁunication Director fEPHEIN YaJu Chien pippo41416@yahoo.com
%ﬁ%ﬁfc%iﬁ Director S Yingchun Wu wuy99@yahoo.com
ﬁ;@gjﬁﬁé ?D%ifgctor NEERS Xiaoling Lin lins.simi@gmail.com
E%?iﬂﬁon Director SRFE Eric Wu ericwu717@gmail.com
?%i%i%s Security Director #afi £ John Yang johnyangjs@gmail.com
i%?c}fiing Director Melissa Khor khorhuikoon@gmail.com
i%f:}fiing Director H AL Kelly Tien kelly_tien@hotmail.com
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TOCS Calendar of Events

%&“ﬂ%%

2017 NEE )] =N
08/19 | 2B (55 = fiIRER) RN B
09/02 | fBH, ALEEk
09/09 | B2 EHCHESR AR/ REE/PVA
09/30 | TOCS Moon Festival H Kk fii 17 Bl /225 Fifi 6776 Fii % 380 BEMRAR G
9/30 CCCAHFAFITEH) CCCA
10/07 | BNEE Mg LT WUNSEATERSUIEES
TBD | IO A SRR LS (VSRR 0 g ) VUNSEETESUIEES
11/04 | FEESALHT Chinese Culture Day (55 —fifkEH) CCCA/TOCS/PVA
12/09 | (1st-5th Grade)#85F L #5 J (6-8th Grade) HH 3 kHl i SRR
12/16 | TOCSEIGIL i %S & PR S g
TBD CCCA BEFEH & CCCA

12/23-12/30 | Winter Break — ¥ #li Bl 3, w1 EE
2018
01/01 e, AL
01/20 | 2B HAE R
01/27 | BB E g
TBD | MG E &R A4 S
02/17 | CCCABTAEM & (2/16 A (55 =HifkR) CCCA/TOCS/PVA
02/24 | HBEGHAETC Y Tk SRR B S
02/24 | B BEMRAR/ T 1G/PV A
03/03 | BEAR i L 5% WUN=BLIESSUIESS
03/17 | TA3E#EE ZERKR/REE/PVA
TBD | & SRR A& SATH SUBHEE S &k FRIAAE R
03/31 B, ALk
TBD | P A& laE L2 W il
TBD Bk H 15 H) CCCA
04/28 | R HFAREA G LL 2 LNSERIESUIE=S
05/01 CCCA #E 8 1k s H CCCA
05/12 | TOCS R AL I Hh e AR
05/13 | CCCAREE i BE AL 15 Hh CCCA

05/12-5/19 | A & R
05/25 | BAEREE R NS A= T RE

05/26-5/28 | CCCA F5/& 15 H) CCCA
05/30 | APHISU/SATH SCHEE 448 || s H TR
06/02 | &ZEHME (58 = HiPRER SHITHAR
06/02 | WIAREFE T PVA
TBD | 2B g w2 2R S 44 R WA/ S
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Teachers & Classroom Assignment

CLASS ROOM | NAME CLASS ROOM | NAME
Pre-K A H-1 | fifA# Olivia Wu 4-A J-8 | BEHISE Vivian Ku
Pre-K B 1-7 BHHLZE Tina Chen Wu | 4-B H-2 2K B Lin Zhu Quinn
K-A 1-6 JRFi5 Joyce Chang | 4-C H-3 | BREEMK Linda Chen
K-B 1-8 W HE Hua Cao 5-A F-8 FFEHEEE Vivian Jan
K-C G-1 £ % Alyssa Wang 5-B H-5 FREEPE Jian Ping Zhang
K-D G-2 X374 Liying Liu 5-C G-14 |8/ ¥ Fang Lu
1-A G-3 PRI EZ Maggie Lin 6-A J-5 SRHERE Yahui Tsai
1-B G-4 & & Jian Xu 6-B H-4 | JTHER Paige Jiang
1-C G-5 7575 Christian Siduguen| 6-C I-5 HE S Huimin Long
1-D G-6 H  J7 Dian Fang 7-A E-3 PREI# Huei-Pin Chen
2-A H-6 FHIFFL Vivian Kuo 7-B -2 % 3 Serena Wu
2-B G-8 F %% Rong Wang 7-C I-12 % B Volary Li
2-C G-9 F £ & Joyce Wang 8-A J-8 FRHHIL Rose Chen
2-D G-10 | % W] MingYe 8-B -9 R Maggie Ma
3-A G-11 | SHMETE Trene Wu 8-C [-11 | ¥ % Wei Meng
3-B G-12 289k Mingfei Duan | 9 I-3 BT FE4E Emily Mei Chuan Yu
3-C G-13 F 2 Shen Wang 10 I-10 4222 Ellen Huixing Jin
%SWJ%&) G-1 [ 4 . Sophie Chang ??hiese Kung Fu {LF#E Eric Kong
2N s
%IS:P%&) G-2 RS Nancy Yu Fft%}gr\e?;:;pd G-4 i 2 Jie Meng
Communication

F i Sketch G-6 FJ4EIE Scott Si HPUSRAk Weaving | G-3 I Aigi Huang
Zﬂi;&};ﬁjelt\iental I-8 PREE 1 Sheryl Lee £ Calligraphy I-5 H#E A Huimin Long
rtas Chimese [G-5 |# iabelaxa | DBy BEE oy Cheng
Folk Music Beginning Ballet Wk 4H Amanda Yao

F-3 Jack Cashman F 2SO JRR R
BXZ L Chess Chinese Cultureand | G-10 | 3 B Ming Ye

H-6 BLIEL Stan Liao History
FHAR Origami -7 JEFE# Ken Zhou Chinese AP Preparation | I-3 BT FEAH Emily Mei Chuan Yu
ISDrAe};EaTof G-12 ZIAE Mingtei Duan (21;32}; glriyl)Oth 1-10 &5 A Ellen Huixing Jin
‘Ili%m%/)\??tiiu n | G2 XI|37 % Liying Liu ?O%Vfiig:mese G-8 T % Rong Wang
ij—?ing FHall [T 3 HuaYu fh iﬁ?ﬁfi @ | G0 | FELE Phoebe Li
#9¥K Tennis HERYG | F RS Paul Wang VEZEWE Tutoring | E-8 A B2 Student TA
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PVA Directory
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Title Name Assignment

TR RS Haijun Ma Program/Voucher and Copy Room
MEE | W LinLiu Program/Voucher and Copy Room
Rl Naren Showdrug Program/Voucher and Copy Room
I TR HE Zhihua Zhang Library (team leader)

PR

FigT Haining Wang

Security (team leader)

I 4251 Joe Cai Voucher and Copy Room
P &P Chunyuan Fei Voucher and Copy Room
PR Elisa Guo Voucher and Copy Room
P 7 K Joe Huang Voucher and Copy Room
P K75 Changsu Jiang Voucher and Copy Room
i T STHT Wenxin Ke Security

PR ZVY 2 Lisa Lee Voucher and Copy Room
g #PHIIE Sue Shu Library

P KRILF] Jiu-Li Song Accountant/Voucher and Copy Room
P P\ J 5 Natalie Sun Voucher and Copy Room
P 137 Katie Xu Library

P 5K Li Zhang Treasure/Security

I F 5 Haining Wang Snack

P TR3F Katie Xu Snack

= EIBAEE Mingfei Yin Snack

Spring 2018
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P a7 & & & 1000 &2 F oo

R 2 ﬁ;}v$\.f~—£ Heihel » TAc FAT T b oo ey hoT o
http://tojournal.relaybuilder.com/

Conejo Chinese Cultural Association (CCCA) Journal is a semi-annual publication distributed to
Chinese Families in Conejo Valley, San Fernando Valley, and other cities in Southern California.

The CCCA Thousand Oaks Journal is a free publication, supported entirely by advertising.

Bo iy K] 0 &4

Size Price

1/4 E(1/4 page) 3.25 x 4.45” $80

1/2 E(1/2 page) 6.5 x 4.45” $130

2 H (Whole page) 6.5 x 9” $260

#E P E (Last page of the magazine) $300
#H®m#E (Inside of front cover) $410

4} & 42 F (Inside of back cover) $350
& (Back Cover) $540

F RS A IS G 1 AR ER R o e AT s L
FH Ao AR U E SRR Aof R ER AR S 0 Y ST e
v LIEAR R FFERE Y

B2 -

Please support your community-oriented journal publication. If you are interested,

please send camera-ready to the following contacts:

B2 2 MBA&AH Dandan Chen 310-266-1655 dandangalaxy@gmail.com
&#E £  Jianmei Pan 805-876-4291 jlanm.pan@gmail.com
¥ @k Janet Tseng 818-889-8770 janettseng@yahoo.com

CCCA is a non-profit organization. Website: www.ccca-tocs.org
P.O. Box 6775, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360
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