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How do we like Tiger Moms

Annie Cheng & Katherine Shem

Sean Chen e Alex Cheng e Alvin Cheng e

Jenny Cheng e Nancy Luo e Emily Sun e France Lin
MY “TIGER PARENTS”
ATiger Culture
The kind of Mom | prefer to have...
WAL = BB
Some “Tiger” Force Better Than no Force
TIGER MOM’S CONTROL VS. SELF-Discipline
Tiger Mom? Yes or No?
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Dentist
HIE/  BlRIG. =EGE. BRI
104  FHhEmE
105 PR{EH
107  3EEAL. Fim
108 BE =
111 AEETE
111 BRIz
Education
114 /MNMNEEANEHIE R EEMERT
118  EEF/IMEZEHET , EER
118  IfhnkEm
121 R Jeng Academic Center
120 sREFHE () Thousand Oaks Learning Center
Financial & Insurance Services
EDJ R Kevin Jaw
95  HEFESTHAD
96 ERFEETENESEIEAT
97  MRKMERBE
98 =REFREEWE
101 AW AS/E
102 Munro {5&p&
103 EFERRE/EEE
122 =ERESE
Food
HEE SENE
113 Sesame Inn
114 )I|IEE
114 FE H
115 Kensee Farm
116 = E
117  /NEOJI|
Health Care & Medicine
102 EEZEERZEFR
104 EEBES. SRARE
106  [MEfER+C/EMEEEEET
109 AREEAEESER
109 EEREEEEET
110 FHEGES
112 SENERERLE
Legal Services
100 EFF==E2
Real Estate Services
93 [FEiw=E Kitty
94  BRIFFHBELRRLS
99 {h#EREEHOoIly
100 Mei Huang
101 EBF Katy Ho
Travel
102  FhsRbRibE
112 TF#%REEEE Thousand Oaks Shuttle
Others
92 EEHEEFER
94 Roofing & Waterproofing
95 Tandem Bicycle
102 S & K Auto Service
115 Headliners Salon Etc
114 Supporting CCCA Journal
119 i [
119  hEESE

Agoura Hill Family Dentistry
FEEET Sharon Meng

ZFE&EM Conejo Dental Group
ZFEERM Zhihong Wen & Duan Yu
ZFEEET Lei Yin, DDS

FEEET Family Dentistry

ZFE&EM Leshin Chen

EEE KRS8
LU

Easy Yoga Stretches
ERE M Dr. Jeng
REHE

TLC Mortgage

Marks & Devine, CPAS

Johnny Shih, CPA, MS

Topco Insurance Agency Inc.
Any Health Insurance.

New York Life/Kathy Zhou
Munro Insurance

Kent Lu Insurance Services, Inc.
Hakka Foundation

Chester’s Asia Restaurant
Chinese Restaurant

Yummy House

Green Onion Chinese Restaurant
Kensee Farm @ Farmers Market
Mandarin Bistro

Chinese Restaurant

Simi Foot & Ankle Center

VEEERIEE8ET Green Hsueh & Lisbeth Chang
West Coast VVascular

Dr. Jieshi Yan

Dr. Hai-En Peng

Qizeng Acupuncture

AC Optical

Cathrine Inbar, Esq.

White House Properties

Troop Real Estate/Lixin Durborow
Real Estate & Loan Consultant, MBA
Sotheby’s International Realty
Prudential California Realty

Peacock Travel, Patty Yang (12)
iR Sean Hsieh

All Cliamte Roofing Inc
LingLing

EREEE Steve Yen

Mei & Lina

By Dr. K. Chan

YangZi Remodeling
Zhong Hua Remodeling
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Delphiniums I

There issorrow on dreary days . 3" \
And aloneliness to the drums - A

Of sky tears and wear' drays

Broken among delphiniums

Askew wheels, a-little screw

All pervaded by the darkly hue by Christopher Deng,
Innocent as the child who croons Van Nuys Senior High School
Yet foul as one who means

"I love your toy!", when in sooth

Is as jealous as the color green

Like an ocean, the purblue floral

Blue petals, but immoral morals
Drenched in dusky grayness, |

Found them given to such false tears
Grieving the wagon doomed to die

But relishing the cold even air

Dismayed so oft, | never thought

The good azure to be so naught

Midnight symphony played, but they
Ignored the tune with devotee

| am a wanderer so lost today

In such saddened company

| gazed and gazed with regret

How flowers could me-s6 upset

When at last the night cleared o'erhead
And the sunlight called by a morning dove
Its sight still left me filled with dread
Asarain cloud loomed just above
Soinfear of it, to become

Aswicked as delphiniums

22 THFEE
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% et EEg R eRksnmsy
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e e T 1
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&£ F 1 1943-1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960+
FRA 66 66+2mo 66+4mo 66+6mo 66+8mo 66+10mo 67
B&E— : FRAFEIR

Taxable amount

Provisional Income: Single

Provisional Income: Married Filer

0% <$25,000 <$32,000
50 % $25,000 - $34,000 $32,000 - $44,000
85 % >$34,000 >$44,000

** Provisional Income =

AGI (Adjusted Gross Income + tax-free interest + 50% of Social Security benefits)
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Protective Factors

_— ™ + Saliva
Contributing Factors +  Fluoride exposure
* Oral hygiene
+ Oral flora
* Feeding and eating practices
+ Limited fluoride exposure
* Decreased salivary flow /,
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How we were going to manage the distance between Thousand Oaks and Santa Barbara? The Chinese
community rescued our family from this concern. In just a few days, there was a huge team of people
scheduled to shuttle Mom to the hospital each day. They showered her with concern, support, and of
course, fresh fruit. This fantastic gift to our family lasted the entire 6 weeks at Cottage Hospital.

When Dad made it back to Thousand Oaks, more people came to spend time with Dad and offer their
expertise in selecting the next phase of care. Time spent in a recovery facility is a time of isolation. It
could easily be a depressing, lonely time for my parents. But once again, the community made the time
passes more quickly by visiting regularly.

One of my Dad’s nurses asked me, “Is your Dad a celebrity?” Strange question, I thought. She fol-
lowed up by saying, “No normal person has this many visitors.”

Thank you, Thousand Oaks Chinese Community! Our family will always deeply appreciate how you
have all made a very difficult time much easier for us.
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How do we feel about Tiger Moms

A letter from the Editor

Dear Readers,

For most students here in the Conejo Valley, parents play a huge role in our
academic, extracurricular, and social lives. Even though we sometimes fight with
and complain about our parents, we know that they only want the best for us.
However, parents can sometimes exceed a healthy amount of involvement in their
Rid’s life.

The “tiger mom” stereotype refers to parents who are too strict and try to interfere
too much in their children’s lives. Although this type of parenting can produce
successful children, it also potentially establishes unhealthy parent-child relation-
ships. It is important for parents to let their children know they are loved no mat-
ter how much they do or do not accomplish.

The CCCA Youth Workshop enables students to share their experiences and
thoughts on the topic of tiger moms (or dads). Thank you to the staff who wrote
articles. We value your ideas tremendously!

Sincerely,
Annie Cheng & Katherine Shem
9-15-2014

Sean Chen Alvin Cheng
Alex Cheng Jenny Cheng
Emily Sun Nancy Luo

France Lin
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My “Tiger Parents”

By Student A

Tiger mom, as defined by the reputable source Urban Dictionary, is “a mother who is
overly strict with her child in order to foster an academically competitive spirit. This
form of upbringing is intended to direct a child towards financially successful careers at
the potential risk of feeling emotionally unfulfilled and/or socially inept.”

Although tiger mom is not a term specifically for the Asian parent, most people, upon
hearing the words “tiger mom,” immediately think of the Asian mother. That’s probably
because of the 2011 novel Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother, written by the epitome of
tiger mom, Amy Chua.

In what she calls “a self-mocking memoir,” Chua describes her extreme parenting meth-
ods, including convincing her kids to practice piano more by threatening to donate their
toys and denying them food and water. Amy Chua showed the world the extremes of
tiger parenting, giving some people the impression that every Asian parent is like her. I,
however, can only think of a select few whose parents I would classify as tiger mom, and
I can’t help but compare them I have quite the opposite of tiger parents. I have no curfew,
a very flexible monthly allowance, and the freedom to drive wherever I want whenever I
want. Heck, my parents don’t even know where I am for half the day. They never call to
check where I am, I don’t have to ask for permission to go anywhere, and I’ve often re-
turned home at 1 AM to a completely dark house and a text from my mother saying,
“We’re all asleep. Please lock the door on your way in.”

Reading this, you might think that my parents are extremely irresponsible or just bad par-
ents even if they weren’t Asian. However, I think that they raised me just right. When I
was younger, my parents were stricter with me. They weren’t “Amy Chua” strict, but
they were stricter than they are now. I needed that at a young age, as I think all children
do. I was forced into several “Asian” activities such as piano lessons and tennis.

Piano: I played the piano, quite mediocrely, from 3™; however, I stopped practicing, only
touching the piano at my weekly piano lessons. In doing so, I hoped to convince my
mother that piano lessons were a waste of time and money so that she might allow me to
quit. She continued to force me to go to piano lessons for 3 more years. After I finished
my level 9 C.M., she could clearly see that piano was not one of my passions, and let me
quit. I respect her enormously for not forcing the Asian stereotype of piano playing upon
me once she saw how much [ hate it.
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Tennis: Something that my sister and I had been coerced into by my dad at ages 7 and 9,
respectively. We hated being slathered with sunscreen and carted off to the tennis courts
every week for lessons. Once our instructor moved, however, my dad let us off the hook. It
wasn’t until our middle school years that we started again—as per our request this time.
We started to enjoy tennis much to my father’s delight, and even when my sister quit to
run cross-country, my dad let her because he could see she was more passionate about
running than tennis.

And that is what I love about my parents. They let us pursue our own interests, even if said
interests are not traditionally classified as particularly Asian. The closest my parents have
come to dictating my life is when my dad suggested I become a doctor. It wasn’t in a “you
have to become a doctor, lawyer, or engineer” kind of way, more like a “if you don’t know
what you want to do with your future, I suggest considering becoming a doctor.” I suppose
I’'m not the sort of person that needs a tiger mom anyways. I’ve motivated myself
throughout the years in hopes of going to a decent college. My parents have never had to
worry about my grades because they know that I would be more disappointed in myself
than they would. I guess for those who aren’t very self-motivated, having a tiger mom is
somewhat good, someone who can keep you on track until you can do so yourself.

Tiger moms still have a very controversial parenting style. Some consider it too harsh.
Some may see it as the parents trying to live vicariously through their children. Others
think parents need to be that firm with their children. I do think it is necessary for all
parents to show some stricter parenting during childhood, but once kids become teens, it is
important that parents let them take their own initiative and accept responsibility on their
own. My parents may have gone overboard with the amount of freedom they’ve given me,
but I am forever indebted to my anti-tiger parents for letting me create my own
opportunities and pursue my own passions.
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A Tiger Culture

By Student B

Why it is that Americans always associate Asians as being:
a) Smart

b) Hardworking

c¢) The product of Tiger parents

d) all of the above

Many of you probably chose answer choice D, and you wouldn’t be wrong since those are the
general characteristics of Asian culture; however, the truth of the matter is that in society to-
day, these qualities are blown completely out of proportion. Since when being smart mean
you have to score a perfect 2400 on your SAT? Since when does being hardworking mean
you have no time for friends or fun? And since when do parents who care about their child’s
future mean they are “Tiger Parents”? Growing up in a mixed Asian-American culture, [ am a
witness to all these foolish misconceptions. Everyone is guilty, at some point in their lives, of
looking at another Asian and categorizing him/her as one of the above answer choices. What’s
really ironic is how often Asian parents and children do this to their own kind. Parents, how
many times have you looked at another Asian parent’s kid and thought

“HNFZF IR, Z2J4RAE” . And kids, how many times have you looked at a fel-
low Asian classmate and thought to yourselves, “They work harder than I do.” We’re all
guilty of it. Don’t even bother denying it.

I was not raised by “Tiger Parents”. My parents are actually the exact opposite of that. Their
philosophy is that I can do whatever I want as long as my grades are good and I remain dedi-
cated to my extracurricular. They don’t control my life, my study skills, or my social time, but
instead trust me and give me the freedom to explore my own abilities. They don’t interfere
with my life choices as long as I don’t break their philosophy. Furthermore, my parents don’t
care about the little mistakes I make; they only care about the end results. Whenever I don’t
do well on a test, they don’t take the time to berate me. They merely say
that as long as my final grade in the class is an A, it’s ok. All this isn’t
to say that they never yell at me. I’'m not a perfect child. I do
make major mistakes. But overall, the way I was raised
makes it so that I can fix my own problems and dic-
tate my own schedule. There is no stress on ei-
ther side of our relation- ship, and if anything, |
am more prepared for the freedom of college
(meaning no parents) be- cause | already know how
to divide my time and con- quer that delicate balance
of work vs. play.

(continue to the second half of next page ...)
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The kind of Mom | prefer to have...
By Student C

With the stress of school and extracurricular activities, the added pressure from a “tiger mom”
hardly helps. Although the children of tiger moms are often extremely successful coming out
of school, they miss the experiences of a normal childhood due to over studying. Children are
supposed to set their own life goals instead of having a dominating figure instructing them
how to live.

Personally, I would prefer to have a mother who supports me over one who constantly repri-
mands me for making mistakes. My mother and I have a healthy relationship, where she cares
more about my effort and academic honesty than receiving the highest possible grade. She
encourages me to join additional activities, and she respects my decision of focusing on ballet
and piano. While a tiger mom would expect a certain achievement in a set period of time, my
mother watches all my improvements with pride. Usually, a mother loves her child uncondi-
tionally and teaches him or her life morals and values. However, a tiger mom disregards com-
mon sense to have their child be at the top. That child often feels like a failure when he or she
is unable to reach the goals the tiger mom lays down. A feminine influence teaching a child to
grow up is then replaced by a cold-hearted tiger mom. Any mistakes are unacceptable in her
eyes.

After reading the article about the tiger mom, Amy Chua, in a Newsweek article, I fully ap-
preciated my mother and all she does to support me. The thought of having a tiger mom terri-
fies me because I would not be able to stand the pressure and feeling like a failure.

(... Tiger Culture)

My advice to avoid “Tiger Parenting” is this:

Children: understand that your parents have good intentions behind their pestering and value
their judgment. Although you may not think so at the time, some of the things your parents
make you do have purpose (like making you come to Chinese School ©). Respect what they
have sacrificed for you in order to succeed in school and extracurricular. I know that when I

look back on my childhood, I now appreciate the fact that I spent my Saturdays at learning
Chinese.

Parents: trust your children. Trust that they will do well in school, work hard, and make the
right decisions in life. Don’t pressure them to be perfect. Let them make a few mistakes here
and there because if they are always perfect, how can you expect them to improve? My dad
once told me that when one of his co-workers’ daughter went to college and received a B, she
asked, “Dad, do you still love me?” Parents don’t allow your kids to think that you will love
them only if they are perfect. A relationship like that will not last very long and stress your
child out. Give them love, give them support, and your kids should turn out just fine.
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Some “Tiger” Force Better Than no Force
By Student E

I am not a high scoring student. Both my parents and I have established this with each other. I
feel this is the sole reason as to why they do not hold me to the academic standards that they
hold to my sister, who, just last year, had been admitted to a prestigious undergraduate pro-
gram due to her outstanding academics. However, I feel that although my parents do not have
“tiger” standards for my grades, my parents hold me to their standards in almost everything
else I do. Ever since I began my high school years, my parents always believed in me, and
would encourage me to do my best. It didn’t matter if I didn’t do as well on an assignment or
test, as long as I put my one-hundred percent effort into studying or completing that test or
assignment. As the average lazy high school student, I put very little effort into my work and
was constantly playing games or surfing the Internet. This infuriated my parents and up until
this year, I had been forced consistently to do my work downstairs and in front of them so
they could make sure I was putting effort in my work, rather than sitting cooped up in my
room doing absolutely nothing. In hindsight, I feel as my parents made a smart decision in
forcing me to do what I did these past few years, as it has helped create a more well-rounded
me.

During my high school years, my parents also found themselves having to constantly pester
me to keep my room clean and organized, which is an extremely difficult task for me, as [ am
a person who likes to throw my schoolbooks on the ground after I come home from school.
My room was sometimes so disorganized that they would be forced to stand at my door and
point out each little object they saw out of place. On days when my parents had to do that,
cleaning could take hours. However, I feel as if these actions have helped to make me a more
organized student in school, as if some of my parent’s cleanliness rubbed off on me.

Overall, I’m glad to say that I am happy that my parents held their standards against me. Be-
cause of my parents’ forced influence on my upbringing as a high school student, I find my-
self equipped with the tools I feel necessary to succeed in the future.
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Tiger Mom'’s Control vs. Self-Discipline
By Student F

My mom was not a very fierce tiger mom. She wanted rules in our household, but
when Ryan (my brother) and I grew up; she would find herself virtually unable to enforce
them. My brother was cold towards her when she tried to intervene in his activities, and I,
with my ever-so-wonderful quick temper, would inevitably end up in a match to see whose
voice would give out first. She attempted to turn to my dad for help, but he was usually too
busy working to support a family of four to be able to help her. Her inability to take control of
both me and my brother, combined with our lack of self-discipline, meant both of us followed
almost no rules

Sometimes, [ wish I had a tiger mom. I think I could have turned out better, but there’s
no way to say for sure. Junior year, when I finally realized I needed to worry more about my
grades, and by extension, my future, I willingly brought all of my things outside, worked in
the kitchen (where my mom would be able to see everything I did), and asked her to make
like a tiger mom for one year. I requested that she discipline me any time I was playing video-
games instead of doing homework, or call me out whenever I said I would do something and
didn’t do it. I thought I’d be set for the next year. It didn’t work. Whenever she tried to hold to
my request, I countered with my own arguments. I continued procrastinating my work until
the last minute, and whereas before I’d wasted time on videogames, afterwards I wasted time
on YouTube or Facebook, claiming that it was part of my homework. She tried her best, but
by then it was too late. I was too big, too independent, and too strong willed to be controlled
by her.

Despite all my complaints about my parent’s parenting, I understood why they held
the attitudes that they did. Cliché as it may sound; they only wanted what was best for us.
They wanted us to be happy and do what we wanted to do, as best as we could. My parents
stayed as far outside of our lives as they could in order to let us pursue what we wanted, and
fully supported us no matter what we wanted to do. We got to choose our own sports, our own
instruments, and if we didn’t want either, we were given the option to do that too. I remember
my mom drawing criticism from the other more tiger-like moms in our circle of family-
friends. They couldn’t believe that she gave Ryan and me such freedom. In their families, the
kids only got a minor say in what they wanted to do, if any at all. If they wanted something,
they had to earn it, and in order to keep it, they had to follow rules. For example, my brother
and [ wanted smartphones as most everyone else. But most of my friends had to earn their
smartphones by getting good grades or doing well in something. My mother’s goal for us was
to get straight A’s. Neither Ryan nor I met her goal; however, she still bought us our
smartphones, on the one condition that we were not to use it in our rooms, or to use it to play
games. Despite my failure to adhere to her one condition, she still allowed me to use my
phone.

The lack of a strong tiger parent in my life has made me realize the importance of self-
control. I believe that the success of an individual is based on their own characteristics, and
that parents, whether tiger or not, can only help guide them to their goal. After all, parents can
only parent for so long before they have to stop.
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Tiger Mom? Yes or No?
By Student G

The nature of mothers is to provide their offspring with protection and support, which even-
tually comes down to expectation. Especially in the Chinese culture, many words are creat-
ed to describe this expectation that parents have for their son (s) or daughter (s). For kids
or other people who don’t have the same culture, it might be hard for them to understand.
Some Chinese parents are so harsh that it may seem to many people like torture. However,
behind the hardship is hope and expectation that their child will have a successful and joy-
ful life.

Is the action of these “tiger moms” wrong? Is it really necessary to train their child this
way? Do they actually love their child? Questions are often raised by people who don’t un-
derstand the Chinese culture. As a matter of fact, these Tiger Mothers believe that they are
taking the right action. In their opinion, working hard at a young age will lay a good foun-
dation for a lifetime.

For myself, as a kid, I obviously would prefer not to work so hard, but on the other hand I
understand the value of having a tiger mom. In my opinion, having a tiger mom isn’t a bad
thing as long as the child is encouraged in positive way. Sometimes I do wish that my par-
ents had been harder on me when I was younger, so that now I would have better habits and
self discipline.
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