
- 1 -

…



- 2 -



- 2 -

Get Connected 
Visit us at www.ccca-tocs.org 



- 3 -

1

2

3

5

6

7
8

 9 
 13 

When Fun Gets No Fun 16
 18 
 20 

22
 26 

 29 
31

 34 
 35 
 37 
 38 
 39 
 40 
 41 
 42 
 43 

45
46
49

53
56
57

 59 

60
61
62

64
 70 

70

71
74

A letter from the editor 75
The Great Political Experiment S. Sun 76
An Adventure at Stanford S. Ng 77
The Stars and the Moon J. Su 78
Learning How to Teach I. Jiang 79
A Summer under the Stars S. Bai 80
Helping the Disabled D. Chang 81 



- 4 -

83
 85

 87
 88

 117
 118

 119
 119

 120

 17 
 19 

Ralpg Emerson 25 
 63 
 82 

 86 

Name Home E-mail 

Yuehling Liou 818-879-0826 yuehling@yahoo.com

Youping Wang 805-987-0985 ywang@amgen.com 

Jesse Fong 818-879-7150 xfong@yahoo.com 

Chih-chung Lin 805-371-1266 cclin1@verizon.net

Leslie Chou 805-480-1481 llchou@hotmail.com 

Jim Duan 805-498-2372 zbduan@pixelgate.net

Banhua Sun 805-492-7660 banghua_sun@yahoo.com

Elaine Lo 805-370-9272 elo2@adelphia.net

Meifang Jeng 818-991-7525 meifang_J@yahoo.com

Senshu Ye 818-707-6990 senshuy@yahoo.com

Janet Kuo 805-241-8527 kuo_janet@yahoo.com 

Lingling Jiang 818-889-1687 lljiang@sbcglobal.net 

Shenni Chow 818-347-3566 shennichow@sbcglobal.net 

Jeremy Lo 818-597-8952 lo3mr@yahoocom 

Minghua Hsiao 805-552-9916 minghwahsiao@yahoo.com

Yun Lan 818-597-0788 ylan@amgen.com 

Annie Wu 805-373-8748 hypwu888@yahoo.com 

Yingchun Wu 818-597-4868 wuy99@yahoo.com 

Diana Tong 805-496-6986 weizhenliao@yahoo.com

Lei Tsui 805-241-6080 lei2004@verizon.net



- 5 -

 -  Advertisement Index 
Auto & Auto Services
 104 Dynacorn Dynacorn Auto Body Parts 

 109  S & K Auto Service 

Beauty Services 
 106  Linda Luck Licensed Esthetician 

98 Minna  Hairdresser 

Dentist
Agoura Hills Family Dentistry 

105 Conejo Dental Group 

 90 Kwei Kuang Hsu 

108    Tony Chung 

100 Westoaks Dental Arts 

Education
 103 Jeng Academic Center  

99 Lunasglare Dance Studio
 94 Meng Lee Pro Art Instruments 

Financial & Insurance Services
 107 Eva Tsai  AXA Advisors, LLC 

 116  Investment Advisor 

 89  CPA, MS Johnny Shih, CPA, MS. 

 111 Alen Cao ( ) Lending Resources, Inc. 

 101 Cindy Shen  Marvel Financial 

 102 Kathy Zhou New York Life 

 91 Jennifer Luo New York Life 

 106  Charlie Su Tax Research & Service Co.

 93   TOPCO Insurance Agency  

 Kevin Jaw  TLC Mortgage 

Food
Chester’s Asia Restaurant 

 109 Chen’s Szechwan Restaurant

 94 China Kitchen

 88  China 1 Seafood Buffet

 113 Grand China

  94  Weinie Bakery

 103 

Health Care & Medicine 

 109 Ada   A C Optical 

 103 Evan Ying  Massage Therapy 

 96  Qizeng Acupuncture Clinic 

 103 Grace  Wang Medicine Shoppe 

 103  Simi Foot & Ankle Health 

 90  Sunrise Women 
 Medical Group

Home Improvement Services

 95 Lucy Song All Climate Roofing 

  98 Richard General Contractor 

 110 Peter Yen No.1 Accurate Construction 

Legal Services

 99 John E. Sweeney & Associates 

 97 Law Office of Steven Stolar & Asso. 

 112 Law Office, Virginia Chiu 

Real Estate Services
 99  Katy Ho Century 21 – Agoura Hills/  
    Newbury Park 

 106  Kitty Century 21 – Newbury Park 

 92 Mei (May) Huang  Coldwell Banker Residential 

 115 Norman Nie Real Estate Services 

 88 Teri Chen Troup Real Estate 

 114 Sonya Chang White House 

Technology Services
 97  Car Navigation 
 98  Computer Spirit, Inc. 

 110 Peter Yen Confy Clean 

 112 Peter Yen Drinking Water Machine 

 106  Ed & Eva Photography 

Travel  Agency
 113 Daisy Yu  Northridge Travel 



- 6 -

City of Thousand Oaks 



- 7 -

 —— AP

——

—— Communications
Culture Connection Comparison Community

College Board



- 8 -

PVA Parent Volunteer Association



- 9 -

Fun

CCC www.ccca-tocs.org

school district VIP

Pre-K



- 10 -

email
PowerPoint

KB KD

KB KD Room Mother

A B C



- 11 -

Leg Circle, Cartwheel, Split Bridge

Can we do it again



- 12 -



- 16 -

WHEN FUN GETS NO FUN

AT WORK 

Let’s go to meeting
Let’s go eat

CD

AT HOME 

CD

Final

BACK STAGE ACT II

xx Wireless Mike 2, Go! xx Wireless Mike 2, Go!

Please

#@%&

4 51 Fade Out Music & Light



- 17 -

THE VOICE IN MY HEAD SET

Go Go Go

Push the Button’’

Intercom
Backdrop

Prompt Book

THE END 

Drop all snow slowly. Go
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It has been a great pleasure to work with all of you tonight and it has been a great 
production.  I appreciate all your patient and support.  Thank you and good night.
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ywang@amgen.com
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Letter from the Editors

Dear Readers, 

For most students, summer is the time that students look forward to as they are suffering through 
the stress of an arduous school year. They anticipate the months to wind down, relax, and have fun 
with both old and new friends. Most students spend their summer days either glued to the television, 
oversleeping, or overeating, and the few refreshing months begin to blend together into one blurry, but 
comfortable mess.  

Although this is the typical summer, some extraordinary students strive to enrich their lives 
during the summer. They spend their days in pursuit of self-betterment, attending camps and 
volunteering to help others. These students give up their carefree summers to shape themselves as 
individuals, and in the end, they are left with deep impressions that become ingrained in their minds 
forever. Despite the fact that the students gave up their free time, they have gained more knowledge 
about themselves and the world around them in return.  

In this edition of the Youth Workshop, we follow several students on their summer journeys, 
learning from their experiences as if we were there ourselves. We find that even though a summer may 
be like all the others in the past, it is possible to make it into something different, something unique. 
The people in this world are all fundamentally the same; it is what each person does and how each 
person develops that makes each individual different. The students who have made discoveries over 
the course of a single summer have separated themselves even more from their peers and have taken 
one more step towards developing into unique people. 

Perhaps by reading about these students’ experiences, we can learn from them and try to make all 
of our summers as meaningful and interesting as theirs have been. 

“In looking on the happy summer-fields, and thinking of the days that are no more.” 

~Lord Alfred Tennyson 

 Sincerely, 

 David Chang 
 Iris Jiang 
 Lily Xia 
 Editors in Chief 
 Youth Workshop 

Thanks to our wonderful staff writers! 

Shiyu Shery Bai    Jeffrey Su 

Sherman Ng    Stephen Sun 
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The Great Political Experiment 
By Steven Sun 

 Assassinations! Political lobbying! Disputed ballots! These 
were just some of the many threats and perils that awaited me when 
I embarked towards Sacramento State University for the 2005 
California Boys’ State program. There, I developed a passion for 
political science and an augmented pride for the nation of America. 

The Boys’ State program was created shortly after World 
War II by the American Legion, a group of military veterans 

seeking to remind the world of the benefits and responsibilities of a democratic land such as the United 
States. Fearful of the rise of communism, the American Legion sought to instill strong political virtues 
in the best and brightest of American youth. Each year, the state’s American Legion branch selects one 
eleventh grade boy from each high school and sends them to an isolated college campus, where they 
are given a little over a week to craft a working state government. We were limited only by the state 
constitution; all else was fair game. 

Upon arrival, I immediately made three key observations. First, there were absolutely no girls 
anywhere on the campus. The American Legion claims that the opposite sex can be distracting in 
matters of government, a position that disappointed many of the participants. Secondly, I noticed that 
the counselors were often absent, granting the students free reign over our “state” and the creation of 
legislation. Lastly, all the other students that I met there were simply brilliant. Almost every boy I 
spoke to was an Academic Decathlon captain, a Speech and Debate champion, or an award-winning 
athlete. These were not just an average group of 
teenagers. As corny as it may sound, these truly 
were the future leaders of America, and for the next 
week, they were either my supporting allies or my 
political opponents. 

Assigned to the city of Stanford, one of 
twenty-four different Boys’ State cities, I became 
immersed in a game of political domination. 
Choosing to forego our assigned party allegiances, 
the fifty members of Stanford all made a pact to 
support only members of our own city for political 
office. I myself served my city as our lead representative attorney, prosecuting violators of our city’s 
ordinances as well as defending citizens that have been accused by rival cities. Through block voting 
and organized fund-raising, our city was able to field strong candidates for many positions, and 
ultimately captured a State Supreme Court Justice seat, the department of public instruction, and the 
greatest prize of all, the coveted governor’s office. Our political victories combined with an extensive 
city beautification project that I helped spearhead (after surviving multiple assassination attempts and 
terrorist raids), the city of Stanford reigned supreme at the 2006 California Boys’ State and was 
awarded the title of Model City on the last day. 
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I came home from Boys’ State with not only extensive knowledge of our state’s political 
system, but also a stronger desire to participate in government. Most importantly, though, I had 
developed a newfound sense of pride in America. Is freedom free? No, it is not. It is the result of the 
hard work and toil of countless intrepid souls, a realization that was branded upon me from my 
experience there. 

 To learn more about Boys’ State, and its counterpart Girls’ State, visit the American Legion 
website’s Programs and Events section at http://www.legion.org. 

An Adventure at Stanford
By Sherman Ng 

During the summer of 2004, I embarked on an unforgettable intellectually stimulating and 
pleasurable experience. I attended a summer institute at Stanford University that helped me grow as a 
person and allowed me to enjoy a meaningful summer. 

This event was memorable because it gave me both a feeling of college social life and useful 
scientific instruction. EPGY was an unforgettable event because it allowed me to share my love of 
science with others and let my passion for science blossom in a suitable environment. 

 When I first arrived at the camp, I was afraid because it was my first time living away from 
home. Stanford’s campus seemed large and intimidating, and I felt uncomfortable living with people 
that I had never met before in an unfamiliar environment. However, once I began attending class and 
working together with my roommates on physics homework, I started to understand the true value and 
satisfaction of sharing knowledge and interest of science with others. I quickly became acquainted with 
everyone in my dorm building, and together, we did homework and assignments, played games, 
watched movies and went shopping. I learned something that I could never have learned by reading 
textbooks—teamwork. After attending EPGY, I understood that the world is not simply about 
individual talent, but cooperative achievements. 

 My experience at EPGY had far-reaching effects on my life even after the camp ended. In the 
spring of 2005, I used the physics I learned from EPGY to create a science fair project that became the 
winner of the Ventura County Science Fair. In addition, I made lasting friendships at the camp. I still 
talk to and share my passion for science with former camp attendants who now live in Hong Kong and 
Taiwan. Last Christmas, we even had an EPGY gathering in Hong Kong. EPGY has given me two 
intellectual gifts, practical scientific knowledge and social fulfillment. After attending EPGY, I truly 
understood the satisfaction behind both possessing a love for science and sharing that passion with 
others with that interest. 

 After coming home from the trip, I reflected on how meaningful my summer had been. The 
summer of 2004 was definitely a summer that I will never forget.
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The Stars and the Moon
By Jeffrey Su 

School ended, summer began. 
Exhausted and sick, 
Caught in the cage of life, 
I needed to escape, 
Away from home and pressure, 
Away to where I could be me. 

I came to COSMOS, 
Nervous and anxious, 
Scared of going away. 
Once so eager to leave, 
Now fearful to see, 
How wrong was I to worry! 

Nothing but unforgettable memories, 
One month, bonding with the closest friends, 
It seemed I knew them a lifetime. 
Worries of the world falling away, 
Happiness of the heavens filling each day, 
Four weeks passed, the time of my life. 

Love, joy, peace, 
I found all I wanted, 
Yet it all passed by too fast. 
Coming together ever so quickly, 
We were torn apart all the faster, 
Rivers of tears miles and miles apart. 

My mom said I left my heart in San Diego, but I didn’t. 
I gave a piece of my heart to my COSMOS friends. 
Till the cosmos fades, till the universe ends, 
Guiding me through darkness and night, 
The memories shine on and on, 
Shining on like the stars and the moon. 

Note: COSMOS is the California state summer school for math and science, held at the following U.C. 
campuses: U.C. Davis, U.C. Irvine, U.C. San Diego, and U.C. Santa Cruz. It is a 4-week summer camp 
to promote math, science, and engineering, emphasizing hands-on work, communication skills, and 
exploration of current research in various fields. The COSMOS homepage is 
http://www.ucop.edu/cosmos. The application period for this summer has passed, but there is always 
next summer. 
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Learning How to Teach 
By Iris Jiang 

 WuFeng is located in the mountains of a very rural part of Taiwan, and the students who live 
there are constantly faced with family and financial problems. Arriving at WuFeng, I had neither 
teaching experience nor any idea about how I could possibly motivate fourteen-year-olds to learn 
English. In my mind, I would be dealing with little rascals who could only be calmed with the promise 
of candy, a tactic I learned from having dealt with obnoxious children before. 

The first day of class proved to be a test of my leadership 
and improvisational skills. To my horror and astonishment, 
the children were impartial to my bribes of candy. My 
secret weapon was useless, and I felt stripped of my powers. 
Somehow, I had to assume control of the classroom and 
create an environment where the students would be eager to 
learn. Once I got to know them and they saw me simply as 
another Taiwanese teenager who listened to the same music 
and had some of the same interests as they did, the 
classroom became lively, and the students were eager to 
participate. I was excited to see them even forego their 

break time to learn what I had to teach. At the end of the day, I was exhausted and apprehensive to see 
if my students would return. My advisor had told me that the first day would be a crucial determinant 
of my leadership because the students were not obligated to come back. When I walked into class the 
next day, I was overjoyed to see all of my students sitting there, waiting for me to begin. 

 I felt that as a teacher, I was there not only to impart my knowledge of English, but also to 
share some of my experiences that might serve as inspiration for the children. Though I had no stories 
of “trekking thirty miles in the snow to get to school,” I 
motivated them to work hard and encouraged them to 
visit me someday in America by telling them about my 
life there and becoming friends with them. As is the 
cultural norm, the children of WuFeng are constantly told 
that a good education is their ticket to success. However, 
when their families are faced with dire financial 
difficulties, their parents force them to find jobs and 
discourage them from attending school. I feared that their 
futures were confined within the mountains and that my 
ability to lead them out was inadequate. 

When we were getting onto the bus to leave for the airport, all the students were gathered around, 
looking up at us with sincere gratitude in their teary eyes. Together, they said “Mo-huai-soo,” which 
means “Thank you” in their aboriginal language. As we all hugged tightly for the last time, I was 
overwhelmed when all my memories of the past two weeks flooded back to me, and the possibility that 
I might never see him again became a harsh reality. But with that last “thank you,” I knew I had left 
such a deep impression that they would never forget what I had taught them. 
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A Summer Under the Stars
By Shiyu Shery Bai 
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Helping the Disabled
By David Chang 

Last summer, I volunteered at the “Joni and Friends” Camp, organized by Joni Erickson Tada, 
a Christian quadriplegic, to help families with disabilities. There are many camps set up in different 
states across the country. Each camp is designed to give the disabled and their families a place to meet 

other disabled families as well as provide a venue to get 
away from the challenges of everyday life. The 
responsibility of each volunteer is to make each 
family’s stay at “Joni and Friends” Camp as 
comfortable and smooth as possible, and to meet the 
needs of the disabled and their families. Before going to 
the camp, I had the frame of mind that the work would 
be no different from the other types of volunteer work. 
But personally, I was nervous and did not know what to 
expect. I wondered if I would be afraid and back away 
when I saw the conditions of these disabled people. 

I signed up for the camp at Pine Springs Ranch in the beautiful San Jacinto Mountains near 
Hemet in Southern California. I was assigned to the Knipe family with a father and three sons. Sadly, 
all three sons, in their twenties, had Cerebral Palsy (CP). CP is a permanent disorder associated with 
brain dysfunction that occurs during fetal development, birth, or shortly after birth. People with CP 
have a hard time with motor tasks (such as writing or using scissors), and difficulty maintaining 
balance in walking or involuntary movements. Eddie (age thirty) and Tim (age twenty-one) both had 
mild CP, they had difficulty walking at a normal pace, and they communicated with slow and labored 
speech. Their brother Chris (age twenty-six) suffered from severe CP. He was confined to a wheelchair, 
not able to eat or talk at all. I learned to do things with them at a much slower tempo and helped 
support them physically. I tried to interact with them on the subjects they were interested in. 
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Furthermore, Eddie, Tim, and I were able to bond 
through playing basketball, horse back riding, go-
carting and many more exciting activities. We 
became very close as we spent most of the day 
playing and eating meals together. Also, we had a 
great time performing for the talent show as Eddie 
lip-synced to Elvis and Tim lip-synced to Frank 
Sinatra. Overall I was surprised, for the most part, 
that Eddie and Tim acted pretty normal. Although 
they were mentally not as mature for their age, they 
tried very hard in taking part in the different events. 
The night before we departed, it dawned on me how much I had meant to Eddie, Tim and Chris, when 
Eddie struggled to stand up and tearfully thanked me for being so kind to them. I never knew I could 
make such a big difference by doing so little.  

This special week had made a significant impact on my life. Not only had these beautiful 
people humbled me, but I also felt very grateful for my health and the many blessings in my life. In 
addition, I admired the way these precious people were able to live life to the fullest. Despite whatever 
inadequacies they possessed, they seemed to have come to terms with their handicap and accept 
whatever disadvantages life has dealt them. In public, they did not mind the stares they received. They 
held their heads up high, and had tremendous courage and positive attitude to face each day. I will 
always look to them as my role models in the face of adversity. 

This camp is for dedicated and caring individuals who would like to help a disabled family over 
a week of the summer. If you would like more information about these summer camps, please visit 
www.joniandfriends.org/retreat.

818-991-7525
The “Youth Workshop” is a special section dedicated to youth only.  This section is 
contributed and edited by young writers, and reflects our younger generation’s 
understanding of Chinese culture and history. Those who are interested in contributing 
to this section by writing up in Chinese and English or by participating in editing are 
encouraged to apply to Ms. Meifang Jeng, our editor and coach in charge of the 
“Youth Workshop”.   Phone: 818-991-7525, Email: meifang_j@yahoo.com. 


