ey \ \-‘* "'5..-*:5'“*"!’

CCCA JOURNAL 2004 + & %37 H

Conejo Chinese Cultural Association & Thousand Oaks Chinese School




m & 89

o
oH

HIRE

LA —EeK+ A, KM (THRY & 38%X%%$ﬂ70%%§ﬁﬂ§$@%%<+ﬁ>
BN ENRREEEHEMAML G, xﬁy CAREH RE] , I — AT R B W =+ 5 AT a9 AR E A
kO*mA@$%+E,*%kz<k%A >%¢X%%&&A$AﬁE%iT =+FR,
RBIEGBEMFBOB NI FHRE , EFO BB CRERSBHY (TH) - @BE_+
ﬁ@iﬁ%ﬁ&,ﬁﬁ%maﬁﬁﬁl&%ik&@%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁw%ﬁ S P Ep R A E A
BT RAMAFE £, A TEETHSEB , A%t R, B+ FRF %G TRMERS
B EAREAERE P EXCHARERER  ARBE -+ EMFEGRARPIESEAR (TH) &
XF EERSE . (THR) OS5 REBREEBMPARMNBELSEZARLRASIGER, MAT (T
By AKX, RPIMER B SRS EAIMAIRMYBRFGERET R, E (TR FXE
Ao, Wk —EX—EEy =+ F o

=t+R, EZ—EAAE@ARRGFE T RG (TR LTFCHART B THHKES @f

%o#+$mi%<kkk E) BRE, ESMEMHIR, AP LR ETEMAZ , B
HBEMANBT HEE R, ?%ﬁ@iﬁ,@&W%m?w&%»%”m%m AE S, B
e ﬁﬁi&&g@ﬁ%ﬁm ﬁ}x%ﬁﬁéﬂﬁﬁk%@T,TﬁiﬁW%T%Aﬁﬁ
BALENBHEGEH o bkl BEARBEN , RAL RIIRATGEA KB GE £ L
HERE , AABRBEREITHERBEYTE c“ALB%R” EMERENEEHEER &
%ﬁk,a&uﬁxagki¢%%ﬁﬁ%&ﬁ*%,“ﬁ%ﬁfﬁ%k&ﬁ%iéoui%m
EMAERE , THER, KEF D ——H 2, e L L EEHFERARFET oY -XK,
&m@i‘u&ﬁ%%&i%%ﬂ& HERGEE, HEFORRZPHALHES , ERL
T BEMEEE AL REMGFET o

A (TR AIBRTHY—BEERETEREAX, PXERREERBRFVZRTTRAEKX
FEAGEA , P REARMES EARBEARG A - MELEAGEEEAREH LR
TRBRE B O+ 5 FARATERMIOARAGEALRY T L - KAFZ AR EMAAR
e CEABLARE) RBFY” — X, OB T EALRMACERBYR S A EFAZTR L
Wty B PTAE B 69 B RR o 4o S 4 3L £ SO AL BR Figueroa #73848) (B ABTRLSEE) M ARAT
TEEARLAE S RRLETORY , A EHE S RGBEMERTER LHPRBFEMOLE -

ﬁ%%W%”?M&Eéﬁﬁﬂ”é&ﬁ% %38 2| A e 5R ko &ﬁﬂkk&ﬂ%ﬁgﬁl
ABHRBEAMESHRELE - SERRHES ““f%%?ﬁ%éﬁxﬁéﬁiq’i%%‘ﬁ%ﬁ » B &
T%Lﬁ%ﬁ%,ﬁﬁ%?*%<$ﬁ>%$‘%ﬁ%”%ﬁ 5T e

EAEEGEST, TEMARINLART A IR T A TR T ARG F P FIA/FE” - £ 3
TEARAELANEGFRE -—RASERX RLAMYABLEETE  HEH  HQ, TE2EROLE .
R | JiThe, S P E AR IR RERPIRE & RO KA o

A (TH) B R A B TARGEHEABRYERS S o &1%%%ﬁ@&M%ﬁ&T
SHEEEBEG ST, LR X FOABEARET T ADOSE - PRESHRE F—REH,
%ﬁﬁ%n?%%mﬁfﬁﬁ BEMABZBTROBFATE - RARMBIFRIHRE T L
PR - AMEGHTASEARADR (TH4) GHEEBR TG A BBRHE) L RGH S 1E 6 3
HHaEEBRPURNIIIF - SK, (TR $ECEK DB AENA T HFRMNG A0S
h,l%ﬁ&m%%'”A%%%@kw%%&msa%%%u%%%ﬁ&ﬁiﬁ



(F#2) B TIEAS

*E SR IRFBE
TTEREIE B A&
2R EY IR
RE S HREFP
YREELX 8 PEREIK &5 FRhR

s

o T e e B e wh
o 3 G} om o B

R
4~
IyaN
=
TP

kS
(6=

B

m
clil

L
t

T B oH B9} ¢

WWW. ccea-tocs.org

CCCA Mail Address:

1728 Moorpark Road,

P. 0. BOX 416

Thousand Oaks, CA. 91360

BMHHRE$
$ORE o oR B @ o

FRTEHRE

Qi
b

EATGLA HEHNEFE
BaELE E % i TE A

Get Connected
Visit us at www.ccca-tocs.org




Bk
(FH) BBBHETLE

B %%
% % 3|

BEA P EXHE
BAROE
— 5 R ESHL, B o &R ARG
KABBLE
B EGIEEL B R
2004-2005 B 53 1417 F B

T8+ XER
RE 85
XhkETETRGIE
#H
XEGEFELE
BRI L E
BRITBEABLE
2004-2005 Z 447 £ B

EHRER
i E K
XE T
I TS EL S L
PR 6 5% o
T |
FEREBZEALLES
RAHKGET REEH
Wbk &
% k& 49
WBA 2 AT A
35 4
A R
K E ) EREER

S

R
Sl

i

5k 5%

oo
A R

S 0

TR K A&
2 &

3R -F

X %
K B4
IEF
MR A% %

0 3 N O W

10
10
11
11
12

13

15
18
19

31

K
A

\YJ
-
PAY

A% B%
BEBEXRT
SR ROE F
EEAEF

Fk A%

(BABREEEZ) RBF L
Figfe £ A EAHIK

&y R F

BEEAE
2T ER
E5EH
E 8 W

A ERRAR

FLAAY S FIAK

£ ¥ 9139 8t
WMAFHRE

FENE

CE IR UE kg
AEL FAo)E

FPETHE

YOUTH WORKSHOP

RK Bl

Be e
*0
BHRE

ARSEA
G2
F B

B
&
2 A i

ERE

Lt
i

SB[
= g
e e
L
4

Nancy Wang

REEHREEXEPHEL LR/

R RAR

b R A Y L B AF
PXER004FHELLE

FEFEAEHTFXERAL X

BRAEWMET ARFRPFAE

&%
BB &
b

35
37
41

44
46
48

49
50
51

55

57

59
59

60

70

74
75
77

78

80
81



R

LEF RO MERSALTEREN  FAESAMATERERECHEL - LEEFES
—HayER EAAEERIRE % BmlikE s c FALFWEARENRE  ALHS
ANEZER - RREZTURIG M FAAGB KR T wBLAERESOEBLH » &5
ARG oo o BEER B AT 2 RO o

RESFARETRLED T RGMAE > CRABA —BEBGEIR > HARFER
EHER A G MER A — 5 BB -G L AR NGB M A B BRERE B
AHFG e —+ER o RS EHCERNEGOH ORET » HERE > ABBEEX » THH
ERE EABBRA HEF—HEEAY S ESBRLE - ARFALEE  BAEE » MFA
FARAEILE T AR

KRB B OAHRER » M AT UBE
RETEIRTF  TARATHALE :

— . RS CEER TEEAGH
Ko BAAR LR RHHES LB T
ARERT —HAIE—— R REERT
BAEY A (RN EEEH
R R — R RRAESEBYER
T RILMEEE 4 55 A0 AE R
B w BA LR A A R Sk
Fiztkey @ P ELEDRTIR -

= EBEMGHK - Brk B TEE | BVIAR O FHRAR 0300 FERAR0209
FHTH LM HifF S ARG EEM
BB S AR 8RR 0 E— BT o I R A S S EA R REE S E DY 0o
AT R F MRS THA -

FAFE THR B o

R ZFARETR Y XERBRAGE > YRE TAHHRAN 2R AAELES b
BTEROET > MEUREYBRDSE ) Aol TRBRE » BRAE BHRE] 4 EA
HEIRF - BREHG—F B EMAELARXZHRBEANT » B —(EHYEA o



— A xemi, F A RGEH

Hesb A e A A
BEARWAT 6

fohb— &4 %
R 2B AE

BTHREZES
j]_ﬁﬁ’rﬁwu 7%

ERF
AREBWHRKR

2R WAk R 3k
RRE &

BE N R
e B AT B AF 2L

AW T E
1€ 2L b 37 7h 3%

kR T
PR AT 8

AR B A
W3R E AR FEAR

A2 F e R
R AR 2 HB

ROAETHE
ZEHCET

B2 4T K 3
EWA RE S

& 5% ot AR
HeEwciyn

R T &
A B

B E& — Bk,
AT b BAE X3

CRUESE =
W =N BOIRAT

HKEEBRTR,
WRBIETHT .

W — F it
LA AT

EE g AR
s A& R AYBEHL .

B Rt
e

b AAE X E

MAEZE TR &

Siey

4
s
A

&)

CCCA x4 ¢ | 2 ¥

ER -

EFET ~ 3Ei

-
LR

- . B
L FF
B AR
;PR E

SREE AR
R R M
SRR PP
®I® 515@:‘
P E

%ﬁ@:%ié
BEEHE R
B A E
T %I RBIT
s R

SR
NESTE R
~ BB

N $4EW ;




20002005 F B 5% 2 XA B 212 F 4

P FA Name A Home Phone | Work Phone E-mail address
1 [ & X [Carol Woo Tk 818-889-0278 carolwoo@sbcglobal.net
o |##5% |Paul Hsiao  |&14 &,2 H|805-480-3812  |805-486-2612 |diil050@aol.com
3 |41 A# |Yuehling Liou |#:&, &3 [818-879-0826 yuehling@yahoo.com
4 3% & [(Janice Chu 5, &3k |818-707-1625  |805-557-6474 |Janice.Chu@wellpoint.com
5 (#3845 |Peggy Joh A 818-991-7904  |805-557-6828 |pei-chuan.joh@wellpoint.com
6 [E X% |Thomas Tang [PVA, #F |818-991-5640  |818-715-2922 [Thomas.tang@ngc.com
7 |2X &4F |Terri Chen A, £ [818-865-0608 terichen@sbcglobal.net
8 |##r % |[Bill Chiang A B, @3 |818-865-0811 805-218-5047 |williamschiang@yahoo.com
9 | A X1% |[David Chow |H%, &# |818-871-9831  |310-885-5555 |dchow@mccecorp.com
10 | B4 |Robert Chow |#7&BL& [818-347-3566  [818-347-3566 |robert.chow@sbcglobal.net
11 [## a  |Janet Kuo ek, W3R |805-241-8527 kuo_janet@yahoo.com
12 |#81%& |Jessica Lai HF, %% [805-480-3812  [805-486-2612 |jessie@dynacorn.com
13 | %143+ |Sue Liou EE), R4 |818-597-2647  [805-447-2239 [sliou@amgen.com
14 [ 2 |Yun Peng EE, E4 1805-597-0788  |805-447-6103 |ylan@amgen.com
15 |#& &7 |Jim Shi R, @3 [805-376-1910  |805-447-1673 |jshi@amgen.com
16 [##8 % |Banghua Sun |2 B, #3R [805-49-27660  [805-447-8393 [banghuas@amgen.com
17 | 83 |Caroline Tsaw |3 F, &# [805-494-0500 ctsaw(@adelphia.net
18 |# & |Lei Tsui EE, B4 1805-241-6080 818-234-3680 [lei.tsui@wellpoint.com
19| s |James Wong |#&%h, B4 [805-529-8669  |805-447-3598 [jwong@amgen.com
20 |7 % # |Annie Wu HE), &% |805-373-8748 ccwu888@aol.com
21 |k & |Hai Yan EE), B |805-499-7856  |805-447-8668 |hyan@adelphia.net
22 (k& 9+ |ChichonLin (%3 F 1805-492-5123
23 |’%# % |Jesse Fong BAEIEE  [818-991-9498 xfong@yahoo.com
24 |B&&#F  |James Duan BRI E  |805-498-2372 zbduan@pixelgate.com
25 |E &% |Carl Wang BAEEE [805-379-2672  |805-494-4002 |carlwang@adelphia.net




2004-2005 51 5 % 1275

Date Event JF7E) Place
First Day of Chinese School T.0. High
9/11/2004 1 S B School
CCCA BOD First Meeting Oak Park
o200 BEY o mnu g Library
I
. Oak Canyon
- 5
9/25/2004 fl ﬁfﬂkm JEPJ,%“? Park
10/2004~12/2004 Tennis/Table Tennis ,—if@‘l*“,]ilﬁj”fﬂif“ﬂ%f Pending
10/2004 CCCA Journal Fall Issue Publishing T.0. High
HEESERF S ] School
T.0. High
10/2004 Guest Speaker ’QPI%@F? School - F1
11/2/2004 Volunteer at 2004 Election Booth Pending
11/7/2004 ﬁ Fall Hiking #f= fg = Pending
. T.0. High
11/13/2004 Guest Speaker ’i%g School - F1
. T.0. High
11/20/2004 Guest Speaker @I%F’? School - F1
CCCA BOD Second Meeting .
12/4/2004 w o v Pending
. Los Robles
. 1 4y TS
12/12/2004 /’3 CCCA Christmas Party 5% #ZG4f Countey b
; T.0. High
1/22/2005 Guest Speaker @%F’? School
. .. T.0. Civic Arts
2/12/2005 Chinese New Year Performance %?}Emﬁ Plaza
X Bl N A T.0. High
3/12005| | == 1 CCCA BOD Nomination 572 #RIHifl{) School
%  Complete Principal Nomination T.O. High
31212005 <2 I SR S L2 School
CCCA BOD Third Meeting Oak Park
3/19/2005 w = VRAEHEEG Library
#  Vote for 2004-2005 Principal T.0. High
402008 (= o missrmmpmp School
4/10/2005 Spring Hiking ’*F\.é = Pending
4/2005| &8 CCCA Journal Spring Issue Publishing T.O. High
I FREEEET B T ] School
Southern California Chinese Culture .
4/23~4/24/2005 Association Track MeetF [P IJEZ SEEIH Pending
ax)®  CCCA BOD Ballot Mail Out ' T.0. High
02009 (B smpgivm s 2 epn s School
5/1/2005 CCCA Academic Merit Award Application
Deadline Bt 4 2 {3455 & & Hf ‘ﬁff !
=X B CCCA BOD Candidates' Speec T.O. High
51712005/ |2, B2 I E S School
Mother's Day & Father's Day Celebration .
5/15/2005 - s Pendin
£k R A 9
5/28~5/30/2005 A Memorial Day Camping ¥/EI &%} Pending
x)®  Deadline for Mailing CCCA BOD Ballot In T.O. High
52612005 [F&s sz o pipnm School
ax)®  Official Announcement of BOD Election T.O. High
0042005/ (FEY 1 Result sz ppmmEE School
6/2005 CCCA Present Scholarship to Local High Local High
Schools | & [l HEHEE Schools
6/11/2005 Last Day of Chinese School T.0. High
H1 S i School

-8-
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TEREMFR FFT MR ) BRAREHELZRAE - CERFEFTHR > BAE—
FLRABBEGPEAA B GAALE  TEAZRMFARLET » ARG BARRT HF | B RK—
MARZHR O BAREHRAT “wt” "ERXFRIRNFTER)  EFAREHAA
HHEANBRFFL REGBZN BRI R & FRAEITE > AR ER T O RH o A0 EH
HRARGXF > X8R —F > ERAKRTHEERF LME-F OB E - AFSARKTHE > &
AT REANEERZRE > EARMBRT - ERE -ARKACHRTALERGE £
TIRERERYGAL  RRAKRTEIN AN IR - AR ERAN ML LY IEHRE : [0
RUEERE LA RGO E > REAITRILRE o E o RREH SO BBRRELTH T
EORERERAANET - ) RBERRARBIHRR - XXAF > WRBBARZEGFRFBR
B B ERAT I REBRRALTRBERAGFHELY -

EAREGELBLTHOREHEANT SR LRNEERAILT c ARAERMBZAT » A TAK
RENERAA Oak Park High School » 2B Rk AZAMHZ 5 IR E RIS M K
e @B a R EZHYBREFEF  BAFSFE B IPAEIR > PEB8HIFTHERA
RORMPARFO—RY c RAIMAELMELR T > H TR LM Z1E;, KA EHHK
BHahbd  RAMEERLIANMBLRE, EE2RMITAREKG S AR XF - 55 RBMESL
ERHETRRERXFAREKEE £ & EMAEEYF Conejo Valley Unified School District Bt % » & T At
ERENHEXY FXRERY T o

Chinese School has so much potential,

¥ 345

Yet far to come and go,
Change is dearly needed,

Will it ever come?
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20042005 FEXEEHEELE

Title Name Phone No.

T & X5 Thomas Tang (818) 991-5640
KO B 7| YueLie Lu (805) 241-8401
I 613 50 Jiemin Bao (805) 381-1753
i b X5 Thomas Tang (818) 991-5640
E 48 P9 4 Carrie Ang (805) 446-2175
% Ep e XAk Wendy (818) 591-2335
® Ep ki % (818) 991-9142
12 % HAFE (818) 597-8785
12 % T 4w 48 (818) 874-0914
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2004-2005 + H? > B R KT L B

-

3% 915 AM -10:15 AM

% = &3k 1 10:25 AM -11:25 AM

FeehEd L 11:35 AM - 12:25 PM

FI & ® % X fF FL & ® % x i
Pre A F-10 wER 8 18 I-8 SE 4 i
KA G-1 FEF 418 (4m2)| H2 ER
KB G-3 LI 4 1H (P xe)| Gl4 & 5
KC G-4 5 # 1H (32x2)| G6 Ff R T
1A G-5 HEFE R G-2 R
1B G-6 g i@ R -7 37 B
1C G-8 HZ 4 E2E I-10 £ @
2A G-9 174 2 ) e I Hall ¥
2B G-10 I & g1t [ ¥R A
2C G-11 P2t 3 eITRE | But:
3A G-12 X LS F Hall PR
3B G-13 L *1E 5 E Hall 5 &
3C G-14 b el 7R (47) G-1 B
4A H-1 ik 2 T (B G-3 ERE |
4B H-2 F e G-4 .
4C H-3 A B G-5 k=27
5A H-4 4 $h ik ¥ 19 VALK
5B H-5 SE i iE SATII # = G-11 Boip 2h
5C H-6 H ASB/ Youth G-12 2 FF
6 A 1-3 B EE |l #E F-1 Crystal Fisher
6B I-5 3 TS RB 2% G-7 4¥E
7A 1-6 H¥H ik G-13 A&
7B I-7 5l 4 ET R F-10 F4 51
8 A I-8 A
8B 19 ¥EL y
9 CR I-12 ipE ¢
10 F-1 FRIA 6 G
CcC J-7 SE 1R
2004 -2005 +H.¥ ~ERFrA R L H
B ¥ % Home # B | ¥ F Home#
R & q 818-991-7904 M | FEE 805-526-7288
B & R 805-373-8748 i | B 805-376-2395
BlRE B R 805-241-0123 EE e | FRE S 805-529-2921
Koir e HENT 805-241-3813 Eh | A= 818-889-3022
KA SRS 805-499-6399 Al | LR 805-492-9709
P13 e HdE 805-376-0888 wp e | PSR 818-597-8952
p1i% e RS 818-871-9831 e | e 805-241-6080




* ;f‘ 1‘%‘ CP X %—i‘ 1‘5—2 Thousand Oaks Chinese School

Location: 2323 Moorpark Road, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 Tel: (818)636-6107
Mailing: 1728 Moorpark Road, Box 416, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 WWW.CCCa-t0Cs.org

N EEY

F A4 F X £4 2004-2005 & F EITER
Thousand Oaks Chinese School 2004-2005 Calendar

KEI Fall % %3 Spring

09/11/2004* A% B First day of school » 01/29/2005 s 02/05/2005 »
09/18/2004 » 09/25/2004 » 02/12/2005 #7 &8.€* ,  02/19/2005,
10/2/2004 , 10/09/2004, 02/26/2005 5 03/05/2005 »
10/16/2004 » 10/23/2003 » 03/12/2005 5 03/19/2005 »
10/30/2004* ,  11/06/2004 , 04/02/2005 5 04/09/2005 »
11/13/2004 » 11/20/2004 » 04/16/2005 5 04/30/2005 »
12/04/2004 » 12/11/2004 » 05/07/2005 s 05/14/2005 »
12/18/2004 s 01/08/2005 » 05/21/2005 s 06/04/2005 »
01/15/2005 > 01/22/2005 06/11/2005% % ¥ $24¥ Last day of school

*ABEZHRER o EREFH :

- i

% —8 1 9:15—10:15AM, % = : 10:25—11:25AM, % =8 : 11:35AM—12:25PM

f& B Holidays

11/27/2004 R B P Thanksgiving Day
12/25/2004 % SEE Christmas Day
01/01/2005 #7 S New Year’s Day
03/26/2004 B Spring Break
05/28/2004 7% 4./ B Memorial Day

i A W & X E AR B A€ % %) SCCCS Events (Tentative)

11/13/2004 /35' & ?‘- kb % Calligraphy and Drawing Contest

02/26/2005 7§ i %l( é’-ﬁ At ’jé‘? @' Teacher's Practical Training -Spring Session
03/19/2005 £ & 335 XH 3T Student Study Workshop and Talent Show
04/16/2005 rn%—’ %%‘2‘ 24 % Chinese Jeopardy Contest

04/23/2005, 04/24/2005

f% ??75 8 Annual Track and Field Meet

05/01/2005 R R ?H 3ALL & Speech and Poem Recital Contest
07/2005 %V F B 2% Summer Camp
08/2005 g -a?t— %l( Eﬂi At ']éj @. Teacher's Practical Training -Summer Session

-12 -
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A Letter from the Editor

Dear Readers:

The literature of a country often defines its culture, revealing its customs, fears,
beauty, history, weakness, values, and societal intricacies. One legend can show how a
nation sees itself while another poem examines the natural splendor of the land. Essays
remind the people of their beliefs, and our novels, no matter how fantastic, are all stories
about ourselves. History could make good literature, but one thing is for certain—good
literature makes history. Chinese literature is no exception.

In this edition of the Youth Workshop, we explore the lives and minds of those
who make good literature happen—the writers. For thousands of years, Chinese writers
have penned treaties, poetry, novels, and short stories, along with words that have shaped
empires, transformed the culture, and touched the lives of millions of people. Han Yu, for
instance, created some of the most commonly used Chinese idioms. Lu Xun’s words
inspired Communist leader Mao Zedong, while Gao Xing Jian’s earned him banishment
from China—and a Nobel Prize. Contemporary author Jin Yong single-handedly molded
Asian pop culture.

What made these authors’ words so powerful? Who influenced their lives and
writings? How have they analyzed Chinese culture and history? These questions and
more are examined and answered in the following pages. Here are the stories behind the
stories—the failed scholar’s timeless tale, the exiled poet who achieved immortality—
here are the true legends, those who defined our culture with a stroke of the brush.

Sincerely,

Nancy Wang
Editor-in-Chief
Youth Workshop

P.S. To all those who contributed to this section: thank you for your time, your words,
and boundless energy!

Assistant Editor:
May Zhang

Staff Writers:

David Chang Steven Sun
Emily Chao Xuan Yue
Bob Li Frank Zhang
Jane Liu
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The Poet 1 mmortal

Life of Li Bai
By May Zhang

Spontaneous and defiant, Li Bai embodied the values
of the Romantic era of poetry. His words, when translated to
English, sounded like an unknown stanza of “Tintern Abbey”.
They were melancholy and reflective, musical and rich in ;
language. Yet, he was set apart from the world of -

Wordsworth and Coleridge for two reasons: he was Chinese = /

and was a thousand years their predecessor. 8 o
Li Bai was born in 701 A.D. to a minor nobility /

family in Sichuan Province. Apprenticed to a Taoist hermit, } -

he received both Taoist and Confucian influence in his

childhood. When he turned 25, Li Bai left Sichuan in search
of a high position in the royal court. However, he was

deterred when his controversial ancestry prevented him from
taking the royal exam. Disappointed, Li Bai chose a life of wandering.

During this time, he befriended many influential scholars and made a name for
himself. By 742, he had become so well known that even the Emperor Xuan Zong
wanted to meet him. The Emperor gave Bai a job at the Hanlin Academy where he
provided scholarly advice for the emperor and wrote poetry. However, his rebellious and
prideful nature prevented him from succeeding at the job. The post offered little power,
causing Li Bai to vent his frustrations in his writing. Within two years, Bai was accused
of slander and was exiled. After leaving his post, Li Bai continued his wandering until he
came upon the An Lushan Rebellion. There, he saw another opportunity for power so he
joined Prince Lin’s side in the battle. However, when Lin was defeated, Li Bai was
exiled again. Nevertheless, Bai was pardoned before the exile journey was complete so
he was freed. He ultimately spent the rest of his life traveling, writing, and enjoying his
surroundings.

Li Bai died in 762. There are many legends on how exactly he expired. One
legend states that he drowned when while he was drunk, he embraced the reflection of the
moon in the Yangtze. However, other scholars believe he died due to mercury poisoning
from the Taoist longevity elixirs he drank in his lifetime.

Li Bai’s legacy still lives on more than a millennium after his passing. He is
praised as the Poet Immortal and is one of the most famous poets in Chinese history.
About 1,100 of his poems remain today and are translated into many languages. His
poems talk about the people he met, his wishes and remorse, and the wondrous scenery
he saw in his journeys. He is best known for his poem “Thinking Under the Moon”, a
rich poem full of spontaneity, imagery, and beautiful language.
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Li Bai was the finest Romantic figure of his era, both for his expressive verse and
Byronic life. He was unique among his contemporaries, as he had already adopted the
ideals of the Romantics in seizing life and taking in one’s surroundings a thousand years
before the rest of the world. He was distinguished by his imaginative words and free
expression of feelings. For that, Li Bai will always remain as one of the greatest poets in
Chinese history.

X/ 7/ K/
L X4 o0 L X4 0

PoLITICS, PEOPLE, AND POETRY

The Life of Du Fu
By Bob Li

Du Fu was born in Gongxian, Henan in 712 A.D when China was ruled under the
Tang Dynasty. Du Fu was born in a wealthy and well-educated family; his father was an
official. He started to learn to write poems when he was only seven years old. His
grandfather Du Shenyan, a famous poet at the time, heavily influenced him. Du Fu
became famous at the age of fifteen.

At the age of 19, Du Fu left his family and started a journey throughout China. As
he was traveling, he wrote many poems describing the beautiful sceneries he saw. When
Du Fu stopped at Luoyan, he met Li Bai, also a renowned poet. They became good
friends due to their interests in poetry, but they were separated in the fall of the year and
they never saw each other again. Du Fu wrote more than 20 poems, most of them
delightful and cheerful. As he traveled along, his money soon ran out, so he stopped at
Chang’an. He wanted to get a position in the government, so he wrote poems and sent
them to the government officials hoping that they would acknowledge his talents. After
ten arduous years, one of the government officials read Du Fu’s poem and was amazed
by his gifts in poetry. The official submitted the poem to the prime minister for critique,
but no answers came. Finally, after five more agonizing years, Du Fu was appointed to a
small position in the government by an army official.

As an official, he slowly realized the corruptions in the
government. He felt sorry for the common citizens for not
having enough food while the officials squandered money on
valuable pearls. His poems soon added some sour notes. He
began to write poems about the sufferings of the poor and
corruptions of the government. In the year 756, the An Lushan
Rebellion broke out, and he became a refugee. Life as a refugee
brought him closer to the people, and he wrote many poems
about the experiences he had with them.

He regained his position after the rebellion was over. However, he became even
more disappointed with the government. Finally, he decided to give up politics and wrote
more poems, some of them his greatest. In his last two years of life, he spent most of his
time on boats, drifting from one city to another. In the winter of 770, he died on the boat
to Yue Yang when he was 59 years old.

-62 -



Founder of Neo-Confucianism

Life of Han Yu
By David J. Chang

Han Yu was born in the year 768 AD in Henan, China. He was a poet and prose
writer as well as the founder of Neo-Confucianism. He became an orphan when he was
three years old and was brought up and educated by his older sister-in-law. Later, Han Yu
went to the capital city Changan in 786 AD. There he took the government examinations
and, after three unsuccessful efforts, was able to finally pass on his fourth attempt. Han
Yu gained his first central government position in 802 AD, but was soon exiled. From
807 AD to 819 AD, he held a series of posts in the government, first in Luoyang and then

in Changan.

Starting at about thirty years old, Han Yu began to form the literary circle
advocating orthodoxy in cultural matters. In poetry, Han Yu sought to follow the
principle: the form of the work should match the content. Thus, a simple subject would
be treated in a simple style. In prose, he was a strong proponent of the Classical Prose
Movement, which advocated a clear and concise writing style. His own works were
written in a simple prose style unlike the elaborate manner popular at the time. Han Yu
was also a master of linguistics. Many words he invented have become idioms and are
used widely in China today. One well-known story described a person sitting at the
bottom of the well and looking up at the sky. He remarked that the sky was very small
and limited. In reality, his vision was restricted by the well and simply could not see the
entire heaven! A very popular idiom called "Zuo Jing Guan Tian" evolved which
described people who are shortsighted.

Perhaps the most famous essay written by Han Yu was

the "Study of the Way". It showed us a blueprint of an ideal
LA Confucian society: the king, the officials, and the people, each

ﬂ%; L had his own rights and obligations, with corresponding

s punishments. The "Way" in the "Study of the Way" was based

on Confucian doctrines. There were two perspectives of the
( | 3 "Way": the guiding principles and their implementation. In the

|

essay, Han Yu explained the Confucian definition of “Ren”—
' 1 Humanness, “Yi”—Appropriate Action, “Dao”—Guiding
Principle, “De”—Morality. However, Han Yu's idea was still
L_]L confined to the scope of traditional Confucianism: to serve the
feudal government. Although it emphasized the importance of
the people and the order of the society, it did not give people
political rights. It was not a democratic idea.

Although the "Study of the Way" demonstrated the way to manage a country, Han
Yu also used it as an example in his reform of writing. This revision brought about
liberation in prose writing. The sentence in writing was now given complete freedom to
seek its own length and structural pattern as logic and content might dictate, instead of
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restrictively conforming to the rigid rules. This reform also enabled the development of a
new writing style in the following two hundred years. These new styles encompassed
topics of love and romance, heroic adventures, mysteries and fictionalized history. These
were exemplified by the famed and the celebrated: Dream of the Red Mansion, The Tale
of Water Margin, Journey to the West, and The Three Kingdoms respectively.

During his career as a government official, Han Yu was a strong supporter of
strong central government control over the separatist provinces. This period of service
came to an end when he protested against Buddhist influence on the state and sought to
restore Confucianism to its former status. He was dismissed and exiled again to
Chaozhou and died in 824 AD in Changan.

X/ 7/ X/ X/
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Lady of Literature

Life of Li Qingzhao
By Xuan Yue

China has always been known for its poetry. Li Qingzhao of Song Dynasty is
considered to be China’s greatest female poet. Born in 1084, Li Qingzhao was introduced
to literature and poetry at an early age by her parents. Her father, Li Kefei, was a prose
writer, a professor, an administrator in the Imperial Academy, and a member of the
prominent literary circle led by Su Dong Bo. Her mother was also a poet. She started
writing poetry very early in her life, and completed her first poem at the age of 17. Later,
she joined her father’s friend in poetry competitions.

At age 18, Li Qingzhao married 21-year- . ,{_:;-,:! l‘.-,l-.ﬁlti *i_’a

old Chao Mingcheng. They shared many similar
interests, such as art and literature. In 1127, the
Manchurians invaded China. Due to the chaos, Li
Qingzhao and her husband fled their home in
Ch’ing Chou (modern day Shantung Province) to
avoid being captured. In 1129, when she was 46,
her husband died of illness. After her husband’s
death, Qingzhao often moved and did not settle
down until 1132. She passed away around 1151 at
the age of 68.

Li Qingzhao's work is divided into three phases: the time during her happily
married life, the time of desolation after her husband's death, and the time of increasing
loneliness as she grew older. Her most famous works include “Double Nine” and
“Wuling Spring”. Both mourn the loss of time and are written with superb language.
The overwhelming emotions felt by the reader upon reading her poems prove that Li
Qingzhao’s fame was no mere fluke.
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He Was...the 0 bscure Dreamer

Life of Wu Cheng En
By Emily-Ann Chao

A Chinese novelist-poet was born in the year of 1500 or 1506. No one is
definitely sure of the year, let alone the date of birth. He was born in Huaian, a
neighboring state to Shanghai in the Jiangsu province during the Ming dynasty. Born
into an ancestry of humbleness, his father was a low ranked officer who later became the
founder of a small family business.

In his childhood years, collecting fantasy books was his hobby. Fairies, wizards,
magical beings and animals captivated this young boy’s interest and soon ignited the
imagination later to create the most famous folktale ever written in Chinese literature.
This peculiar young boy blossomed into adolescence with flying colors in academics. He
studied very hard and held a great skill of photographic memory. This outstanding young
man soon began to study in Nanjing Taixue, the most prestigious and highest institute of
learning in China during the Ming dynasty. There he stayed for more than 10 years
discovering and applying the art of writing and poetry.

Fame found him at a young age from his first developments of literature.
However, in his early 20’s, his fame quickly faded away and the people mocked him
because of his poor social status. Proud and unhurt, this lively man married a girl of the
name Ye from his hometown. Even though a wild and adventurous spirit prospered
within him, he was a faithful husband. The marriage was successful and happy,
flourishing with love.

After marrying, the groom realized that he needed to stop living off his family’s
land. He tried time and again to pass the government’s civil service examination but
failed gravely. This test gave men the right to obtain work, but since he did not pass, he
could not provide for his bride on his own. His father died in disappointment as his
bright, notorious son could not achieve the simple task of manly duty.

Humbled and humiliated (since all of his friends
succeeded with ease), the now middle-aged writer put
forth all his effort and skill toward a novel called Xiyouji,
otherwise known as The Journey to the West. Only after
his death in 1582 was the author recognized and noted
for great literary accomplishment.

This timeless tale of adventure and quest is
known throughout the world by generations of people. The author of Journey to the West
lived a life of poverty and little fortune, of knowledge and understanding. The name of
the folktale is famous, but its creator is generally unknown. A lower class man who
deserves all the credit; he was. ..

Wu Cheng En.
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The Radical Writer

Life of Lu Xun
By Frank Zhang

Zhou Shuren (otherwise known by his pseudonym as Lu Xun) was China’s
foremost modern writer and intellectual; he composed many short stories, poems, essays
and literary criticisms. Besides being an author, Lu Xun is also acknowledged as the
leader of the May Fourth Movement (a revolution in 1919 that sought to modernize
Chinese social and intellectual life). He is also revered as a pioneer in Communist
thought by Mao Zedong and Mao’s followers.

Lu Xun was born in Shaoxing, a city of the Zhejiang province in eastern China,
into an impoverished but educated family in 1881. He received a traditional education
with family tutors before attending a school in Nanjing. In 1902, he attended Sendai
Medical School in Japan, but in 1906, he abandoned his medical studies and pursued
instead a career in literature. He studied on his own until 1909, when he returned to
China and became a teacher in his hometown Shaoxing.

In 1918, Lu Xun gained literary renown when his
short story “Kuangren Riji” (“Diary of a Madman’) was
published in the New Youth, the journal that initiated the May
Fourth or New Culture Movement. “Diary of a Madman”
was hailed as China’s first modern story since it was written
in contemporary vernacular and critiqued China’s traditional
culture. In the 1920s, while he was teaching at universities in
Beijing and other cities, Lu Xun wrote two more collections
of short stories. Lu Xun also wrote 16 volumes of essays,
prose poetry, historical tales, poetry in the classical style,
scholarly research, and he also translated numerous works.
His main works include Call to Arms, Wandering, Wild Grass,
Dawn Blossoms Plucked at Dawn, and Old Tales Retold.

Lu Xun believed that only through literature could the Chinese society be
reformed. His “Diary of a Madman” strongly criticized the traditional Chinese culture.
Near the end of his life, he settled in Shanghai, turned to Communism, and founded the
League of Left-Hand Writers. However, he never joined the Chinese Communist Party,
due to personal conflicts and ideological differences. Throughout his life, Lu Xun was
torn by his inner pessimism and his public stance for building a new Chinese nation and
culture. His struggles can be seen in his writings, where he experimented with a variety
of genres. The Chinese Communist Party hailed Lu Xun as a great revolutionary writer
because of his dislike of the Nationalist Government. His writings proved to be of great
inspiration to Mao Zedong. Lu Xun died of tuberculosis on October 19", 1936 in
Shanghai.
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History of a Hero

Life of Jin Yong
By Nancy Wang

Very few authors can define a genre, captivate the imagination of an entire
generation, shape the popular culture of a continent, and still top the bestsellers’ lists
three decades after his last published book. Yet Jin Yong has managed all of the above,
an incredible feat as admirable as those the heroes in his books accomplish.

Jin Yong was born Louis Liang Yong Cha on February 6, 1924 in Zhejiang,
China. After finishing high school, he studied foreign language at Chunking Central
University and then international law at Dongwu University. After graduation with the
best score in English, Jin was hired as a translator for the Shanghai newspaper, Ta Kung
Bao. He moved to Hong Kong after being appointed to the papers’ office there. In Hong
Kong, he began writing screenplays and movie criticisms, but it was not until 1955 that
he wrote his first wuxia novel (also known as swordsmen novel).

His first novel, The Book and the Sword (“‘Shujian
Enchoulua™), was published as a series in Hong Kong’s Xin
Wan Bao. Upon the immediate popularity of the series, Jin
founded his own newspaper, Ming Pao Daily, to secure
printing rights to his stories. He eventually expanded to
Ming Pao Weekly, Ming Pao Monthly, and Ming Pao
Evening News. He also founded his own publishing company.
Over the next 17 years, Jin wrote over a dozen more novels.
His most popular and acclaimed works include Demi-Gods
and Semi-Devils (Tianlong Babu), Smiling Proud Wanderer
(Xiao ao Jianghu), and the Condor Heroes trilogy (Shediao
Yingxiongzhuan, Shendiao Xialue, Yitian Tulongji). His last
and often considered best novel, The Deer and the Cauldron
(Ludingji), was written in 1972 when he vowed not to write
another book. Despite the clamoring of his fans, he has not
broken the vow to this day.

Since then, Jin Yong has remained an active participant in public life. From 1985
to 1989, he was an executive member of the Basic Law Drafting Committee and
Consultative Committee of the Hong Kong, helping pave the way for the region after its
return to China. He has been appointed honorary professor at Hong Kong University,
Zeijiang University, and Beijing University. He goes around the country, attending
conferences and lectures about his work.

Jin Yong’s novels are part of a literary revival of the wuxia genre in the last half-
century. Among the thousands of novels written, however, his stands as most distinct and
most well read. One factor of his popularity is the immense appeal of his books to all
ages and all social class. The chivalrous adventures, tales of love, honor, courage, and
brotherhood, have enchanted the popular masses from schoolboys to the elderly. They
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have been adapted into scores of movies and TV series all over Asia. However, his
stories rise above pulp fiction when one examines their immense historical and literary
depth. Jin’s prose is refined and cultured, filled with erudite references, witty word plays,
and subtle metaphors. One example of his literary brilliance lies in the mere titles of his
works: arranged in the right order, the first character in each title forms a classic couplet.
With both critical and popular acclaim, Jin Yong’s place in Chinese literary history is
firmly set.
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R edefining R omance

Life of Qiong Yao
By Jane Liu

There are many adored and awe-inspiring
Chinese authors today, and one of the most
famous and well-loved authors is Qiong Yao, a
highly accomplished romance novelist. Her
countless novels have touched and riveted the
hearts of millions of Chinese citizens, young and
old alike. Qiong Yao, meaning fine jade, is the
poetic pen name for the talented writer Chen Zhe.
She was born on April 20, 1938, the eldest of
four siblings, including her twin brother. Qiong
attended Taiwan University, one of Taiwan's
most prestigious colleges, but, unfortunately, did
not graduate. She currently resides in Taiwan and is still continuing her writing career.

Along with her many fictional stories, she has written an autobiography, My Story.
The exact number of novels Qiong has written throughout the full extent of her career is
unknown, but one thing is certain: over forty of her captivating novels have been adapted
to TV mini series, films, and plays. Of these forty, a few of the most well known TV
series and movies are "Qing Shen Shen Yu Meng Meng," "Cloud of Romance," "A Trip
Back to the Old Courtyard," and "Huan Zhu Ge Ge" (“My Fair Princess”). Many of her
novels follow a common trend of setting in ancient dynasties or the early 1900s.

Numerous actors and actresses have Qiong Yao to thank for their fame. Not only
did she write the original novels and scripts, Qiong also chose many of the actors and
actresses for the shows, which led them to become rising celebrities. All in all, she has
been an inspiration to thousands of readers and sentimentalists. Many of her fans can
relate to a quote she once said in the 1980s: "My tears are gushing as I read; I can do
nothing but concede, that youth itself is just a book, one that is swallowed down with
greed." It is certain that Qiong Yao's heart-warming novels, bursting with adventures,
compassion, and heroics, will live on from generation to generation.
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The Price of the Prize

Life of Gao Xing Jian
By Steven Sun

Some great stories do not tell us what we want to hear, but
instead throw before us that which we would rather avoid. There
are some lessons that are hard to swallow, and yet are necessary
to learn. Gao Xing Jian, a political refugee of China, tells such
stories in his books, plays, paintings, and essays. Gao Xing Jian
was born in Ganzhou, China on January 4™, 1940. Born shortly
after the Japanese invasion of China, Gao grew up exposed to the
upheaval of Communist control and the Cultural Revolution. He
became a writer of short stories, plays, and essays, but was often
suppressed by the Communist government. In 1979, he left China
and was free to publish works in France and Italy. During the next
decade, he wrote various successful plays, including Signal Alarm
in 1982 and Bus Stop in 1983. Bus Stop is especially notable, as it was harshly criticized
by the Communist government as “intellectual pollution” to Communist thought.

In 1989 the infamous massacre at Tiananmen Square caused Gao Xing Jian to
sever all ties with the Chinese Communist Party and relocate permanently to France as a
political refugee. Shortly afterwards, the Chinese government declared him an exile and
banned all his books and other works. As Gao stayed in Europe, he completed what may
have been his two greatest works: Soul Mountain and One Man’s Bible. Penned in
Chinese, these two books were the inner struggles of a man who grew up amidst the
turmoil and fear of a frightening regime. They detail the philosophical and pragmatic
longing for meaning, only to find nothing. Within the two books are the sense of
hopelessness in mortality, and the uncertainty of the future. With these books, Gao was
met with much response, both good and bad. On the one hand, he received the Nobel
Prize for literature in the year 2000 for his book Soul Mountain; on the other, he was
denounced and ruthlessly criticized by the Chinese government. Some people affiliated
with the Chinese government have even accused the Nobel organization of abandoning
all honor and using its power for purely political reasons. Despite the accusations, Gao
Xing Jian’s masterpiece in literature still stands as a contemporary reminder that the anti-
utopia is not just looming in the future, but has already come.

Gao Xing Jian is still writing today, and is currently a French citizen.
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Extracts from CCCA Scholarship Award

Mason Chen  Since my culmination of my Chinese School studies, I had returned to the school to be a
volunteer and teacher aid. I was so excited to be able to work as a teacher aid for a fifth grade class,
because there were so many children who actually engaged in the learning experience. While I was in
my class, there were only a dozen students, about half the many in the class I aided. At times I felt that
they were smarter than me, which made me feel embarrassed, but at the same time I praised their
accomplishments for being able to do something I couldn't. Since my return to Chinese School, it has
been a little disheartening, as much as I love the school. I noticed a decrease in the population of older
students, who serve as role models for the younger students. Less people participate in traditional annual
events such as the New Year's Performance and Track Meet creating a less spirited environment. I only
wish that Chinese School were as fun for me as it was when I attended my freshmen year. Now, as a
senior and working at Chinese School, I still enjoy being on campus, however, there are feelings of
nostalgia whenever | look around, remembering the times which I was a student at Thousand Oaks
Chinese School and made so many friends, and more importantly developed a love for my culture.

Peter Chang  Education is more to me than what I learn by sitting through classes. There are many
other learning experiences that are just as important. Thousand Oaks Chinese School taught me a very
important maxim, De Zhi Ti Qun Me, meaning to live a well-rounded life, and to not excel at one single
ability, but to be decent at many. Individually, the words of this maxim bring out different
characteristics a person should have. De, the ability for a person to value tradition. Zhi, the ability for
someone to have wisdom. 7i, staying healthy both physically and mentally. Qun, to learn how to work
in and lead a group. Me, to strive for beauty and perfection. I have modeled my life after this concept,
knowing that all are necessary to lead an exceptional life.

My value of tradition began at Chinese school. Throughout my childhood, I spent every Saturday
morning learning Chinese values. Not only did I learn how to speak and write in Chinese, but I also
learned how to think with a Chinese mind. Having learned much about my own heritage, I expanded my
study of cultures to Japanese traditions. I took a course about Japan at a junior college, so that I could
learn the differences between the two Asian cultures. As a result, I have a greater appreciation for my
Chinese roots and customs.

Coincidentally, the theories of De Zhi Ti Qun Me are the same values that are taught through the
Thousand Oaks Chinese School. My classes at a junior college and my ability to work with others have
shown me what it will be like to live and attend a university. My preparation for the future has been both
academic and cultural and I look forward to whatever challenges lie ahead of me, because I know I have
prepared all my life for them.

Eric Fong  For the last few years, I've performed numerous times in the annual Chinese New Year
Performance. I would always have to attend time-consuming and stressful practices, which were in
reality lots of fun. At each practice, everyone would bond together as this mass of teenagers from
different schools conversed. When our performances started shaping up by the New Year, I would
always feel proud for taking part of the acts. There is an indescribable joy, an aura of energy that one
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feels from performing after practicing for months. But things have changed. I still hold the memories
of Chinese school, but I have a new dilemma on my hands. As I sit here, typing this essay, I am listening
to a song by tension called our story. It's in mandarin and I don't know what they're saying. But I hear
fragments of the song that I can identify. How sad, I realize, I don't even know my own language. The
language that I used to despise studying, despise working over for in the late Friday nights before school.
And I realize that next year as I attend college, I will be taking a language course in Mandarin. I've come
to love what I used to hate. How ironic. . .

Chinese school was something that 1 never really appreciated fully. There are so many great
memories that surface when I think of the school. As I leave for a new chapter in my life, I hold onto
these memories and embrace the culture of my Chinese heritage that 1 have so long ignored. After all,
we cannot forget our story.

Joshua Chen My experience at Chinese school takes in Redwood High School, where Chinese
school used to be, before moving to Thousand Oaks. Nothing actually occurs to me about what Chinese
I necessarily learned at Chinese school: what Chinese school left me with was some of the most
rewarding friendships I could ever have wanted. I could remember back when I would hang out with
Jason Tung and Brian Lu under the structure of the high school, reading different things people wrote on
the ceilings over the years. Me, Jason. and Brian would always play tag with the other Chinese school
kids after school. trying to bother the old people doing Tai Chi. always leaving us wondering how slow
moving could be so exciting. We would always try to play sports with the "big kids". but we always left
out of intimidation. Being tripped or bumped too hard to make us scratch our knees on the concrete. or
just out of being indecisive and going to the basketball courts and soccer fields and then just leaving. [
also remember the humongous Halloween parties our school used to hold; all those prizes from
random wholesale bargain stores in China Town and assorted candies. made me want to stay at Chinese
School all day. Many of those prizes are things that I still keep with me today, because to me they hold
such high sentimental value. Anything that I remember about Chinese school, has a friend involved in
that memory with me, but that didn't mean that I couldn't find myself. My associations with my past and
still strong friends at Chinese school, helped facilitate and bring out the better person within me, even if
the current product is not so archetypical. Chinese school was a place where people grow. Where people
learn to associate with others who have similar backgrounds and understandings. Chinese school is a
place that will always be embedded in my fondest of memories. Memories that Jason Tung, Brian Lu,
and me still share with laughter, awe, and with a longing to experience those moments one more time
around.

Melody Rene Hsiou  Attending Thousand Oaks Chinese School for almost ten years has been one of
the most valuable educational experiences of my life. I started Chinese School at age seven, when it was
still on the Redwood Middle School Campus. Early every Saturday morning I would climb up the long
staircase and into my Chinese school classroom, where I learned the "bo po mo fo" alphabet. For the
next few years, I moved through each grade and learned how to read, write, and communicate in
Chinese. I loved going to Chinese school. I made many of my closest friends through class and I was
able to participate in so many outstanding activities. My favorites were the annual Chinese School Track
Meet, Chinese Cultural Summer Camp, and the yearly Chinese New Year performances in which I
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performed dances I learned with the Peony Dance Troupe. At Chinese Cultural Summer Camp, I learned
about Chinese culture, Chinese Martial Arts, and various other Chinese traditions. The camp was such a
wonderful program that I attended for seven years in a row. For the past three years, [ have dedicated my
time to this same camp as a Chaperone and the camp newsletter editor.

I feel so fortunate to have had the experience to go to Thousand Oaks Chinese School. I have
always been proud of my Chinese-American culture. I know that the skills I acquire today will help me
very much in the future. The Chinese-American population in the United States is growing rapidly, so I
plan on further strengthening the knowledge I have gained through Chinese School at college next
year.

Tiffany Tu Throughout my Chinese School years I got to participate in many activities, beginning
with the after school 'ke wai hwo dong' (third period), where at a very young age I learned art,
calligraphy, origami, and 'tai ji tren' (martial arts). I always looked forward to the new origami lessons
Mr. Cheung was to teach each week. As I was exposed to my culture with these activities, I realized I
wanted to learn even more about my heritage.

Through activities such as Chinese Dance, I became more aware of what my heritage was like. |
remember during my favorite dance, the Qing Dynasty dance, we had to wear shoes that had blocks in
the center, instead of having heals in the back. My teacher told us the story of how the Qing Dynasty
girls would dance for the Emperors wearing these types of shoes. In addition, I am naturally shy person
and I was never very comfortable on stages, but participating in Chinese Dance allowed me to
overcome my fear of performing in front of people.

As time went on, I also participated in the Reverie Youth Orchestra. Looking back on this reminds
me of the times when my friends and I would become so nervous before we started to perform, but play
flawlessly throughout the concert. Eventually, I had the privilege of becoming Concertmaster of the
orchestra, which this was one of my greatest achievements.

Bianca Chang 1 do not remember much of Chinese School during my preschool and kindergarten
years. Years later, my parents enrolled my sister and myself into Chinese School again when I was in 7"
grade. We were enrolled in the "Reading and Writing" class with Ms. Zhou, who taught us about
Chinese customs, culture, and language. My teachers were able to enrich the Chinese knowledge that my
parents had taught me, and I stayed in the same class for three years with two teachers, Ms. Zhou and
Ms. Muo.

Both my teachers spent a lot of time beyond the handout notes and textbook and really showed
us the "Chinese Ways." Because of my work ethic, I did well in class, even though I did not expect to
remember what I had learned. Then, in the winter of my freshman year, our family went to my dad's
college reunion in China. I met almost 40 of my dad's classmates’ children, half of them born in
America like myself, and my interest in the Chinese language was sparked once again. Because of what
I had learned in class, I recognized certain Chinese characters off billboards and menus, and had a great
interest in learning new words, such as ordering "mashed potatoes" at the very westernized I was even
able to teach my peers some Chinese, an exciting experience for me. Of course, I told my Chinese
school teachers about it when I got back. I hope to one day bridge the two different worlds of Chinese
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culture and American culture, similar to what my parents have done, but from a different vantage point.
I truly appreciate the lessons my teachers taught and will always remember Chinese School.

Alan Ming  Ring! Ring! Ring! Click. With a grunt of satisfaction I hit the snooze button on my
alarm clock early on a Saturday morning for some more much needed rest. Sadly that rest is
short-lived. Within moments, my mother bursts into the room, tears the warm sheets and blanket off
my body exposing me to the cold morning air and says: “kuai xing-xing, lan chong!(wake up, you lazy
worm!/) it’s time to go to Chinese School!” Those were the words that I had heard every Saturday from
as far back as I could remember. I had always wondered what the point of it all was. I dreaded going
to Chinese School. I didn’t seem to learn anything, and I was always bored during breaks because I
didn’t have friends to socialize with. It seemed like the best way to ruin a weekend.

But looking back on it all, I really regret not putting my whole-hearted effort into learning Chinese.
I have neglected my heritage, my roots, my culture. Now I will have to spend a fortune on college
tuition to study what I could have and should have learned years earlier. Although I am able to speak
and understand simple phrases, it is by no means anywhere close to full mastery of the language.
Chinese school was a blessing, not a prison. There were many things that I had the opportunity to learn
which I attended, not only Chinese language, but cultural studies, arts & crafts and more. If I could
turn back time, I would be sure to re-live my days when I went to Chinese School with much greater
enthusiasm.

Perry Lee

As 1 look back upon my experiences, The expectations are low,

I notice a gaping void, The student's resolve even lower,

A schooling that lacked true substance, You know something's wrong,

And learning: the most important of all When students can't learn ten words a week.
Although here I met many friends, How students can justify this,

Chinese was rarely taught -
Students never wanted to learn,
And teachers would always give in

Is truly wrong and disturbing,

Grades need to mean something,

Or why bother going in the first place
Chinese School's strength,

Was it's very downfall, Why keep up the fagade of learning,
And up to this day, If everyone knows what goes on,
The problem still exists Why call it a school,

If learning is not even a priority.
Rather than focus on learning,
It becomes a social "thing,"
Where people come to talk,
And education takes back seat.

Chinese School has so much potential,
Yet far to come and go,

Change is dearly needed,

Will it ever come?
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The Conejo Chinese Cultural Association (CCCA)
Regular Member, Lifetime Member, and CCCA Patron Program

A. Regular Member:

1. Rights for voting, and running for election, as defined in the CCCA Bylaw.

2. Priority for participating in CCCA sponsored events.

3. Complimentary copy for each CCCA Journal.

4. September 1, 2004 — August 31, 2005 membership fee of $15 per family. The fee is
non-refundable and non-transferable.

5. Parents of Thousand Oaks Chinese School (TOCS) students, who have paid the annual
school fee, are considered as Regular Member for that year, without paying additional
membership fees.

B. Lifetime Member:

1. Membership good for lifetime.

2. All the rights and privileges as the CCCA Regular Members.

3. Notification and pre-sale seat selections for major CCCA events.

4. Certificate of Appreciation from the CCCA President, and yearly honorable recognition on
the CCCA Journal.

5. One time membership fee of $300 per family. The fee is non-refundable and
non-transferable.

6. If the member family has student(s) attending TOCS, they will still have to pay the annual
school fee.

C. CCCA Patron:
1. Flexible in the amount of donation. The donation is fully tax deductible.
2. Honorable recognition on the CCCA Journal,
3. Can become a CCCA member by paying membership fee as defined in A.or B.

(CCCAreserves the right for making changes of this program without notice. Please contact the
following CCCA staff for any questions:)

1. Carol Woo (818)889-0278 Email: carolwoo@sbcglobal.net

2. Yuehling Liou (818)879-0826 Email: yuehling@yahoo.com

Please send the bottom portion with your check to:
CCCA, 1728 Moorpark Road, P.O. Box 416, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

Name (Chinese ) English
Names of family members (Chinese/English names)

Address

Home phone number E-mail address

(11 would like to become a CCCA Regular Member. A check of $15 is enclosed.
[1 | would like to become a CCCA Lifetime Member. A check of $300 is enclosed.
[1 | would like to become a CCCA Patron. A check of $ is enclosed.

Signature Date

Please make check payable to CCCA, and mail it with this coupon to:
CCCA, 1728 Moorpark Road, P.O. Box 416, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360.
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