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The Conejo Chinese Cultural Association (CCCA)
Regular Member, Lifetime Member, and CCCA Patron Program

Regular Member:
1. Rights for voting, and running for election, as defined in the CCCA Bylaw.
2. Priority for participating in CCCA sponsored events.
3. Complimentary copy for each CCCA Journal.
4. Year 2002 membership fee of $15 per family. The fee is non-refundable and non-transferable.
5. Parents of Thousand Oaks Chinese School (TOCS) students, who have paid the annual school fee, are considered as
Regular Member for that year, without paying additional membership fees.
Lifetime Member:
1. Membership good for lifetime.
2. All the rights and privileges as the CCCA Regular Members.
3. Notification and pre-sale seat selections for major CCCA events.
4. Certificate of Appreciation from the CCCA President, and yearly honorable recognition on the CCCA Journal.
5. One time membership fee of $300 per family. The fee is non-refundable and non-transferable.
6. If the member family has student(s) attending TOCS, they will still have to pay the annual school fee.
CCCA Patron:
1. Flexible in the amount of donation. The donation is fully tax deductible.
2. Honorable recognition on the CCCA Journal,
3. Can become a CCCA member by paying membership fee as defined in A.or B.

BEY ERLREF BB LR, RN, 36T 5 CCCA:—¥ (CCCA reserves the right for making changes of this
program without notice. Please contact the following CCCA staff for any questions:)

1. % X ¥ Tenshang Joh (818) 991-7904 Email: tenshang@amgen.com

2. ¥ % Bill Chiang (818) 865-0811 Email: chiang@simi-valley.tt.slb.com

Please send the bottom portion with your check to:
CCCA, 1728 Moorpark Road, P.O. Box 416, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

Name (¥ =) English

Names of family members (¥ #~)

Address

Home phone number E-mail address
|:| I would like to become a CCCA Regular Member. A check of $15 is enclosed.
|:| I would like to become a CCCA Lifetime Member. A check of $300 is enclosed.
|:| I would like to become a CCCA Patron. A check of $ is enclosed.

Signature Date
Please make check payable to CCCA, and mail it with this coupon to:
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CCCA, 1728 Moorpark Road, P.O. Box 416, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360.

BBEERAXER
Dear Friends:

I would like to take this opportunity to invite you and your family to sign up for the
CCCA Lifetime Membership. CCCA needs long term core members to carry out
CCCA's missions, and to build up CCCA's reputation and strength in our local
communities.

Your participation will ensure the success of the program and will encourage other
families to follow your steps.

If you are interested, please read the program at page 7, fill out the application form and
send your completed form with $300 membership check to CCCA. Thank you for your
consideration.

Best regards,

Lily Wu
President, CCCA Year 2002 — 2003

At the present time, 10 families have signed up for the CCCA Lifetime Membership:
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BEF A : BREAX 818-991-3999, mingcjl@msn.com
- #8 5 : http://www.ccca-tocs.org/ , EZZBIBEXE.
BE A BRE4 818-889-6968, michael_t_chen@hotmail.com

- THRESERSE  MERFERARRE  FRERAMBS.
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Tocs Principal’s Message

Thousand Oaks Chinese School has
close to 30 years of history. As an entity, it
has a momentum of its own fueled by the
passion of committed parents.

The analogy | picture is that of a
sailboat. The wind propels it forward, but
it takes team effort to steer a winning
boat. In the case of Thousand Oaks
Chinese School, it takes the coordinated
efforts of the Conejo Chinese Culture
Association, the Parent Volunteer
Association, the teachers and the
administrative staff to trim the sails just
right to bring the boat within range of its
desired goals.

Due to the fact that Thousand Oaks
Chinese School has grown to the
magnitude that it has makes it difficult to
identify and satisfy a targeted audience.
It becomes necessary to appeal to a wider
spectrum. The Chinese community in the
area does not gravitate to Chinese School
for mere academics. It is the desire to
foster a culturally homogeneous
environment. It is an environment in
which basic practices and values need not
be explained.

Once in our midst, we, as educators,
are entrusted with the responsibilities of
nurturing the children. We need to infuse
in them the various aspects of being
Chinese through language and activities.
The debate as to how to accomplish this in
the short three hours a week is as heated
as it is widespread. At the Teachers’
Conference every August, there are
always new and creative ideas being
presented. | find all of this fascinating.

The student body at Thousand Oaks
Chinese School comes from a wide range

Caroline Tsaw

of backgrounds. But primarily, there are
those who speak Mandarin at home, those
who do not speak Mandarin but do speak
a Chinese dialect and, lastly, those who do
not speak any Chinese at all. Due to
limited resources, our teaching material
does focus on the first two groups.

Listening, Speaking, Reading and
Writing are the four elements of learning
a language. Writing is, of course, last,
because it is the most difficult. Not only
must you write the character accurately;
you need a little finesse and a little style.
Listening and Speaking will prove
effortless to some, but poses problems in
varying degrees for others. Therefore, that
leaves Reading as the common
denominator that I can concentrate my
efforts on.

Learning to read is essential to
learning any language. Technology has
enhanced the Ilanguage proficiency
attainable for native Mandarin speakers.
But they still need to be able to read to
ensure the accuracy of the words they
type. For those who might not be able to
master Listening and Speaking, character
recognition should be the minimum that
they leave Chinese School with.
Students who do not speak Mandarin at
home need to realize that characters carry
the same meaning whether it is spoken in
Cantonese, Shanghainese, Taiwanese or
other dialects.

In order to keep the students coming
back year after year, we need to make
Chinese School relevant and interesting.
To accomplish this we need to complement
the academics with activities. We
participate in competitions organized by



the Southern California Council for
Chinese  Schools for Speech and
Penmanship. We will be organizing our
own Spelling and Vocabulary Bee to
encourage Reading. In addition to that,

there will be a Read-a-thon as a
fundraising activity.
This school year, students will be

doing theme posters on famous Chinese
heroes and heroines. To complement this,
we will visit the Bowers Museum’s exhibit
on the “Symbols of Power”. In ancient
times, knowledge meant power.

Finally, we are happy to announce
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that Westlake Hyatt has agreed to hold a
career day for our students. The upper
grade students will be able to apply for
real positions. They will work a 5-hour
day without pay, but the experience will
be invaluable.

We look forward to working closely
with the teachers and parents for a
brighter future for our children. With the
support of the Conejo Chinese Cultural
Association and the Parent Wolunteer
Association, I am sure we can overcome
any obstacles ahead of us.
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Orient Express

Orient Express is a toastmaster club founded
in 1996 within the Chinese Community in
Thousand Oaks. It was chartered in May 1997
and since then has become a formal member of
Toastmasters International. After five years of
growth, it is now a full-fledged club with a pool
of talent. It has made many contributions to the
community and is well recognized by
mainstream society.

Toastmasters International offers a set of
tools and wisely developed programs to its
member clubs. The clubs help men and women
learn the arts of public speaking, listening and
thinking, which are vital skills to promote
self-actualization. The mission of Orient Express
is to provide a mutually supportive and positive
learning environment in which every member
has the opportunity to develop communication
and leadership skills, which in turn foster
self-confidence and personal growth.

As | think back to when the club was
founded, a smile naturally emerges on my face,
heartfelt warmth and satisfaction fills my inner
world. The club has truly come a long way. |
am proud to share some of our experiences with
friends like you. We started meeting at Chinese
School. During the summer time, we were able
to utilize a room of Thousand Oaks Chinese
Christian Church. As the membership grew, the
club needed a large formal room to conduct
efficient meeting and the need for a change was
pressed. Fortunately, we were able to secure a
conference room at Amgen. Presently, we meet
at Santa Barbara Bank and Trust in Thousand
Oaks at 7:30 pm on the first and the third
Mondays each month.

I can clearly recall the stiffness in my
delivery of my Ice Breaker speech, the stutter and
nervousness from other members. With
continuous practice and evaluation feedback
from the club members, each and every of us has
made tremendous progress in our speaking. On
the communication track, we learn to convey our
thoughts in an organized manner. We become
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By Li-mei Ling Baranoff

skilled at controlling our speaking voices and
mastering our body language. We are trained to
enunciate words and speak fluently. On the
leadership track, we discover our potential in
motivating others and abilities to promote the
club’s interest. After a few years participation in
the club and Toastmaster Internationals’ activities,
many of us have realized incredible personal
growth.

To continuously enhance toastmaster’s
speaking skills, Toastmasters International holds
several contests each year. Orient Express has
sent representatives to compete in the area contest.
Beginning this year, Victor Lin from our club won
second place in the International Speech Contest.
This was a significant milestone in the club’s
attempt to grow bigger and stronger. The
expansion of membership is attributed to the
symbiotic club culture as well as the energetic
meetings packed with humor and excitement.

The club welcomes anybody to Vvisit.
Currently, the club consists of members from
throughout the community. In addition, we
have several mentors who consistently give the
club guidance. All of the mentors are very
experienced toastmasters. Many of them have
earned the status of Distinguished Toastmaster.
That is the highest level of designation for the
communication track. They also generously
lend a hand whenever a member asks for their
advice. Recently, International Director of
Toastmasters International, Mary Jones-Williams,
joined Orient Express. Stimulation and
inspiration from her is greatly anticipated. |
must say that the hesitation and struggle of being
a member of Orient Express is now transformed
into a true privilege.

My friends, we all share the same cultural
background. Despite the fact that is English
being our second language, we have strong
desires to get along well with others and advance
in our adopted country. Above all, we wish to
narrow the gap in communicating with our
children. If you share my thoughts and like to
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know more about Orient Express, please call | Li-mei at 818-879-9264.
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L_etter From the Editor

Dear Readers,

With the everyday bustle of our lives, we know that
keeping up with a busy, competitive world is both distracting and
time consuming. Our days are full to bursting with activities, and
there seems to be no end to errands and deadlines that demand our
immediate attention.

As Chinese Americans, we take tremendous pride in our
culture; however, we seldom have time to deeply reflect on what
means to be Chinese and living in the United States. This issue of
the Chinese School newsletter is dedicated to that theme. Our staff
writers focused on cultural preservation and identification, with an
emphasis on cultural awareness of youth, and took this opportunity
to examine an issue that we experience each day of their lives, but
perhaps never had a chance to define and thoroughly explore.
Article discussions range from stereotypical “Asian” details that
many of us will recognize to a larger, broader perspective
observing the importance of preserving the Chinese heritage.
These issues identify who we are. They are our roots: inborn, and
always present.

The articles are the thoughts of Chinese youth in our
community. We express our opinions on growing up as Chinese
high school students in the United States, the obstacles that we
confront and the joys that enrich our lives. We hope that you will
enjoy the pages that follow and be reminded of our responsibility
to our native culture as Chinese American citizens.

Sincerely,

Joy Jeng

Staff Writers: Mason Chen, Harn Chiu, Scott Chu, Susan Duan,
Eric Fong, Joy Jeng, Paul Jeng, Irene Li, Lydia Lo, Tiffany Tu
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/ Preserving the Culture: Asian American Teens ‘;ﬂ

>

By Harn Chiu

As Asian American teens living in the 21% century, there is a heavier burden upon us
than the average person would guess. | mean...seriously, the pressure is on! We must
constantly face the high expectations of the notorious Asian Parents, we must deal with what
is left of racism at school, and although many of us don’t realize it, it’s up to us to preserve a
small piece of Chinese culture in America. Not to dictate anyone’s future actions, but it’s true
that many of us find support in fellow Asian teens. We complain about how the parents judge
us by their My-years-in-Taiwan’s-and/or-China’s-schooling-system standards, about how
every now and then we DO get tired of rice, and we rally up our so-called “Az14n Pr!d3”
against the stereotype of the Asian gangster and Asian nerd. It’s a crazy world out there.

And that’s precisely why, or at least for many people, entire families become involved
with Chinese School. For the victims—that’s us—it is a chance to meet more people like
ourselves, people we can identify with and find support in. For the parents, it’s somewhere to
send us when they finally think there is just too much Western influence stored up in our
newly bleached heads of hair. (Oh, I know you’ve gone there.) While we are sent to Chinese
School to reabsorb the priceless culture of the East, they get to mingle. If it sounds like an
unfair deal to you...it is. But it is a sacrifice we make because our minds are the last refuge for
the likes of Confucius and Li Bai. We must realize that Chinese School is not just a reason to
wake up on Saturday mornings but a weekly battle to save what remains of the culture that
gave birth to us. That institution that takes from our weekend sleep simultaneously gives
something infinitely larger in return: it gives the Asian community a place to gather and to
celebrate their ethnicity and history.

But wait!!, you say, Are you insane?? China is huuuge! They don’t need us to preserve
their history for them! And you’re right. But it’s not exactly their history that | believe we
are holding onto, but the very unique history that is ours. We have, unlike many other people,
a very fortunate, very solid, and also very congenital foundation for success. Whether you
want to save the world from the effects of global warming, become a doctor, or simply raise
your children right, our attachment to both our American lives and our Oriental backgrounds
provides for us a great chance that is rarely found in any other situation. We can claim direct
influence from two of the arguably greatest civilizations in the world. Even more, our
influence is not gained from slaving through college courses (yet) but from our everyday
lives, affecting us on a very intimate, personal level. Our hybridized culture offers us
philosophy that made China one of the most influential and long-lasting civilizations and
technology that put America in the vanguard of world science. We absolutely must preserve
this culture.

Letting go of the Asian influence that is inherently ours is letting go of the step up we
have against the competition. Letting go of our American influence I don’t need to argue, as
your half blond hair or the half blond hair of those around you should be constantly reminding
you to hold on. And like I said before, Chinese School is among the best places to brush up
on our history and our Chinese, and the only place to wait for the day when we Asians finally
take over the world. (Just kidding...nobody get mad...) So really uphold your Az14n Pr!d3 and
realize that it isn’t just about eating candies which have wrappers that you can’t understand,
or about playing DDR and watching anime. It’s about recognizing and taking advantage of
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what Fate has given you and holding onto the new legacy of Asian Americans for our progeny
years and years down the road. And I apologize for putting too many lame jokes in this last
paragraph.

Essentials of Good Teaching

By Scott Chu

To many Chinese parents, education is one of the most important elements that lead to
a successful future. Teachers are critical in a child’s school experience. As the people who
impart their knowledge onto students, their methods must be both effective and entertaining.
Throughout the years of school, a student encounters many teachers, some good and some
bad. To be successful, a teacher must appeal to the student in order to become a good guide
in their learning. So what does make a good teacher?

The most essential factor to being a good teacher is to be interesting to the students.
Without their interest, their minds wander off and do not learn. In an even worse scenario,
many students may fall asleep out of complete boredom. Teachers can keep students
interested by being outgoing and being interested in teaching. After all, no one wants to learn
from someone who doesn’t want to teach.

Furthermore, a teacher must actually teach the students. Many time in my years of
school, teachers have gone off topic onto irrelevant topics that, although create interest, waste
valuable time in which a student may learn.

An example of an interesting teacher that managed to have his students learn what he
taught is my freshman science teacher. Almost everyday he would prepare an interesting, and
interactive, demonstration to go with his lectures. This visual example helped students learn
while having fun. Another reason for the success of his examples if that they were all very
random and unpredictable. He had a different schedule everyday, which kept boredom down
to a minimum.

Teachers have a very hard profession. The must keep up with the lives of their
students, teach a subject, and maintain their interesting all within a short period of roughly 2
hours. They need to keep a balance of seriousness and fun in order to succeed with their
students. In addition, they need to teach the subject as they are hired to do. This, | believe, is
an extremely difficult task, which only few manage to accomplish.
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Chinese School

By Paul Jeng

In a society with no real culture and in a country in which English is the primary
language, how is it possible for American born Chinese children to maintain

ﬁ their cultural identity? Sure, their parents teach Chinese to them and celebrate
Chinese holidays with them, but how do they come into contact with real
Chinese teaching and other Chinese people? The answer is Chinese School.
Many districts already have Chinese schools. They are a way for parents to
volunteer to teach their and other children Chinese proverbs, words, and
history. My Chinese school, Thousand Oaks Chinese School, is a great place
to learn about my culture and to make new friends.

Chinese school is actually run quite like a regular school. We meet on Saturdays from
9:15 AM to 12:30 PM at Thousand Oaks High School. The classes are divided into three
periods. The first two periods are from 9:15 to 11:25 with a fifteen-minute break in between.
These periods are basically one class taught by one teacher. In this class, students learn
Chinese words out of a book and are assigned homework to be turned in the following week.
The last class is the best part. Third period is an elective class in which you choose from a
wide variety of fun cultural classes like origami, Chinese painting, ping-pong, ASB and much
more. These great activities have made Chinese school a very popular choice for Chinese
parents to educate their children.

Though Chinese school is mostly about education, it has its fun programs too. My
Chinese school has a great amount of contests held annually such as pumpkin carving,
costume, and lantern making contests. It also has an orchestra and “Chinese history
competition team.” We even have an annual track meet in which all the students come
together to compete against rival Chinese schools in a great battle of track and field. Even
little kids join in the fun in the “Parent Child race.” But all of these fun activities cannot
compare with the New Year’s festival. Each February the Chinese school holds a gigantic
show in the Civic Arts Plaza, which consists of many little shows and dances made by each
individual grade level. There are plays, dances, poem readings, orchestral performances, and
singing. The three-hour event comes together after months of practicing and days of
preparation. Each and every person in the Chinese school, including the parents and teachers,
looks forward to the New Year’s Festival.

Chinese school is a great place to be. Chinese American children can learn about their
past and present. Parents can talk with Chinese friends and become teachers. The fun
activities and classes ensure that a Saturday at Chinese school is never dull.
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The Chinese-American Way
By Susan Duan

Every one of you out there reading this newsletter probably thinks that you know all
there is to know about Chinese holidays, but have you ever realized how we celebrate them so
differently here in America?

Take for example, the most famous one of all...Chinese New Year, of course. Chinese
New Year also called the Spring Festival, is the 1* of the year on the lunar calendar, which
means that it falls around the end of January-beginning of February on our calendar. What do
you do to celebrate? I can tell you what my family does, we have a get-together with friends
and eat traditional home-made dumplings. Well, back in China it’s a totally different ball
game. They get time off from work and school to celebrate the arrival of the new year (kind of
like our winter break, but it’s mostly for Christmas, not New Years). Before the New Year
arrives, houses have to be cleaned and supplies bought in preparation for the big feast. Red
scrolls are hung on the main door for good luck, because the Chinese believe that red is the
luckiest color. They have good wishes on them welcoming the new year. Children go around
and wish their elders a happy new year, receiving little red pouches filled with money in
return (like the ones Chinese School gives us every year). Everyone gets new clothes, and on
New Year’s Eve there is a family feast complete with dumplings, fish, and other yummy
dishes. Also, at 12:00 am on New Year’s Day, there are fireworks to start the year off with a
bang. If you think that’s the end of the celebration, well you’re wrong. On the 15", everyone
goes out at night to see the lanterns hung up all over houses for the Lantern Festival (it’s like
Christmas lights, only for New Years). They also eat special sweet dumplings while viewing
the moon.The 15" marks the first full moon of the new year, and the end of the spring
festival.

There are many other Chinese holidays that you might celebrate, at least to some
extent, here in America. April 5™ is the Tomb Sweeping Day where in China, people visit,
clean, and bring gifts to their ancestors graves, remembering them. This one is kind of hard to
accomplish here in America, but you could think of your relatives an ocean away, or give
them a call. May 5™, according to the lunar calendar, is DuanWulie, or the Dragon Boat
Festival, commemorating the great patriotic poet, QuYuan, who died on that day. People eat
zhong zi, a special kind of sticky rice that is wrapped in leaves, and race dragon boats, row
boats whose heads have been carved out to look like a dragon’s. In my family, we usually eat
zhong zi to celebrate, but it’s from a grocery store in Chinatown. Finally, we get to the Moon
Festival, aka the Mid-Autumn Festival that takes place every year on the lunar calendar’s
August 15", This is one of my favorite holidays because you get to eat moon cakes! Usually,
in China, families get together for this holiday and tell stories while eating mooncakes and
fruit, and enjoying the full moon. Those are all the main holidays in China that you all
probably know something about.

So, I’ve covered all the Chinese holidays that we celebrate over here, but what about
American ones? Have you noticed that all of us Chinese-Americans celebrate both sets of
holidays? I mean who hasn’t exchanged Christmas gifts, sent Valentine cards, gone Easter
egg hunting, watched fireworks on July 4™, or eaten Thanksgiving turkey? All of you
probably have, am I right? That’s what being a Chinese-American’s all about, learning and
understanding both cultures, and integrating both into your life. That is the Chinese-American
way.
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Animel?1? <(*.*)>

By Eric Fong

When we were all young, we all watched cartoons—unless, of course, you were one of
the ones that were forced under the “strict Asian parents’ rule” of all study and no play. But
hopefully, we’ve all seen a little T.V. and at least been exposed to those famous cartoons, like
my personal favorite, Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, or maybe even the infamous Smurfs.
Those were the classics; but while most young ones are watching these cartoons, Asian
children are being introduced to anime. Anime can be defined as a Japanese style of cartoons,
or, according to Tiffany Tu, simply cartoons in which *“all the characters have big eyes.”
Either way works for me. Such anime series as Dragonball Z for the young boys, Sailor
Moon for the girls, or maybe even Ah! My Goddess are famous among children.

But what is it that makes anime so special? Is it the characters’ bulging muscles?
Maybe it’s the beauty of a princess? Whatever it is, people are hooked, and anime has
become more and more popular over the years. The audience for anime shows has spread
beyond the Asian population and caught the attention of other groups of viewers as well.
Personally, I believe there’s something very unique about anime. It’s the fact that anime
characters are very unique. Heroes of anime series are not the typical mysterious macho
crime-fighter, but characters with special powers such as the strength of ten men, or the ability
to change into different animals or even the opposite gender (as in Ranma %2). Some anime
series focus entirely on animals, such as the series about the chubby white rabbit, Mashimaro.
Sometimes what makes a character unique is simply a special personality. | also believe that
the people who are involved in the making of anime are very good at hitting home with their
topics. For instance, some anime series appeals to older kids. One example is the series
Initial D, with its rice rockets and fast cars, which is of interest to teenagers who have gotten
their licenses and have just entered the world of driving. It’s not just the anime itself, but also
the creators and their understanding of people’s passions behind it that have made it so
successful, and I’d have to congratulate them on that. Thus, children outgrow movies and
series as they grow older and their interests change, because there is always another show
with a different theme or message that they will enjoy. Even over time, their love for anime
doesn’t diminish.

“So what now? | should go out and watch some anime?” Well, let me respond with
another question: “What do you think?” I’ll just say that if you’ve never ever seen any kind
of anime, you should give it atry. It’s very easy to become intrigued with the plot and
extremely attached to the characters, like a few friends of mine have experienced. Many of
the characters are lovable and win your affection, or they are good role models, and earn your
respect. And if you do watch anime already, then watch even more! Well, not really, but |
would advise you to try out different kinds of anime, because there are a whole bunch of
different types. For example, guys could watch a few episodes of Sailor Moon, and girls could
give Dragonball-Z a try. | would advise everyone to go catch some anime on T.V. (Cartoon
Network.) It is an experience that might become habitual!
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,gt_‘:g On Friendship
By Joy Jeng

When | was young, | didn’t have much appreciation for things in my life in general: |
overlooked a loving family, regular meals, a closet filled with toys, another with clothes, a
crime-free neighborhood, and clean air to breathe, and underneath all of this, it certainly never
occurred to me to value my culture. Celebrating and understanding my ethnicity was a very
distant idea, almost abstract in my mind. Although my childhood included nearly all of the
stereotypical Asian experiences, such as music lessons and reams of Kumon homework, | was
quite indifferent to these things as a means of distinction, a cultural classification separating
Chinese children. It wasn’t that | wasn’t proud of being Chinese. Sometimes | simply didn’t
remember, and the result of all of this is that | looked upon my Chinese friends and my
American friends as one. | missed the opportunity to form unique connections with them.

My outlook on my culture changed completely after | joined Chinese school. As |
made friends among my classmates, | recognized my own life reflected in their conversation,
their habits, and their daily routines. Here are other kids who share my interests, and endure
the same crosses that | have to bear as a Chinese teenager growing up in the United States.
My Chinese friends can offer more than polite concern when | am worried or angry; with
them | came to learn the sweetness of friendship balanced by perfect understanding, and even
beyond sympathy, my Chinese friends are able to give me strength and support because they
are right there where 1 am, moving with me and seeing and feeling the same things. With my
Chinese friends I can find a match for every mood, and we whine, waste time, brood, share
happiness, and be giddy together, whatever the occasion requires. When I am with them, |
see our common experience picked out in delicate relief against the background of American
society that surrounds us everywhere else, save at Chinese school. Our similarities brought us
close very quickly, and as we grow older they will keep us close and hold our front,
preserving our Chinese heritage as we continue our lives in the United States.

Accordingly my interest in my own culture was launched. For the first time I was
thankful that my parents had tried in my early childhood to teach me to read and write
Chinese themselves, but after a few years of sweating blood had to admit defeat—hence
Chinese school—and insisted on at least speaking the language at home. | love observing
customs and holidays and participating in Chinese New Year programs. Every aspect of
being Chinese—eating the food, watching anime, straining to reach sky-high standards on the
academic scene, anything that defines the Chinese culture—became appealing to me after |
discovered that | had friends to share my experiences with. The more | understand my
culture, the more | realize how deeply it is a part of my life, and | treasure it so much more.

My life did not exactly flip upside down when I joined Chinese school four years ago.
But my old perception of my place in society came crashing down to the floor. I love my
non-Asian friends, but I feel a connection with my Chinese friends that | never suspected |
could share with any group of people. | hope that Chinese youth everywhere will continue to
find support in one another, and that the friendship they share will be an inspiration to keep
the traditions of our culture alive.
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On the Athletic Field

By Irene Li

The lives of young Chinese Americans, particularly those who have been born and
raised in the U.S. are centered around education and music, with the so-called “recreational
activity” of sports being placed on the sidelines. Chinese parents, having being raised
themselves in an environment where education is the basis of life, demands the same of their
children, setting down stringent rules and carefully scrutinizing their work to ensure that they
become the best scholar that they can possibly be. Likewise, they view the studies of music as
a must-have talent to be added to their children’s lists of accomplishments. However, their
demand on the athletics’ field is woefully minimal and touched with skepticism.

Parents view participation in sports as merely a recreational past time, leisure time
activity to partake in when the time and schoolwork permits it. It could never be something
that could be depended upon for later life. Their ideal future for their children is a career in
the field of science and mathematics, in the world of technology and formulas. And sports, in
their opinion, do nothing to help achieve that goal. It is because of this misconception that
they do not push their children into the field of sports. Unlike Americans, whose athletic
training commences early in their life with games of catch with dad or tagging along with big
brother to basketball games, Chinese Americans are not compelled to tryout new sports. It is
more common to see a five-year-old Chinese American sitting by a piano or reading chapter
books than to see one chasing after a soccer ball or playing catch. It is just not part of the
Chinese culture to view sports as a part of life.

Even though Chinese American athletes are sparse, those prominent few who have
excelled in their sport have gained the acclaims and respect of many. Michelle Kwan, born to
immigrant parents as a first-generation Chinese American, has captured numerous world and
national figure skating championships, two Olympic medals, and the hearts of millions around
the world. Amy Chow, daughter of Hong Kong parents, was part of the renowned
"Magnificent Seven™ U.S. Women's Gymnastics Team that captured the team gold medal in
the 1996 Olympics, the first team gold ever for the U.S.. Michael Chang, a pro tennis player
since the young age of fifteen, has broken several age-achievement records, and won a
number of prodigious tennis titles. These athletes are the role models for young Chinese
Americans and perhaps, through time, the old ways and ideals of Chinese parents would
change to permit a new field of gifted athletes.
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A Link To Taiwan

By Tiffany Tu

When I think of Taiwan, the first thought that pops into my mind is how delicious the
food is. As | eat the lightly steamed zhong zhi, the rice is soft and fragrant, just the way | like
it. This is just one of the types of food in Taiwan that | love. Some of my other favorite foods
are ro yuan, dumplings, dim sum, kao ya, pig feet and many others.

Besides the main course meals, | also love the fruits that are grown in Taiwan. My
personal favorite is dragon fruit, which is red on the outside but white in the inside, with little
black seeds. The star fruit is another fruit that has a distinct taste and appearance: its color is
yellowish-green, with five “hands” that extend like the arms of a star, and the slices fall apart
into star-shaped pieces when you cut it down the middle. Other fruits include pomello, lychee,
guava, len yu, and many more.

In addition to fruit, I also love desserts. One of my favorites is boba drinks; there are
many different flavors of boba drinks, including almond tea, taro, strawberry, black tea, and
nearly anything else you can think of. My favorite type of boba drink is almond tea. Other
desserts include almond pudding, ai yu, xian tsao, yen wo, tapioca, mango pudding and many
others. This is one of the many reasons why | love Taiwan.

Many Asian families who have come to the United States also love and miss these
tastes of Taiwan. Sometimes they long for ro yuan and pig feet for dinner, a few fresh
lychees as dessert, and perhaps a bowl of shaved ice afterward filled with fruit, taro, red
beans, ai yu jelly, or any other combination of toppings. Sometimes a slice of pizza or a
cheeseburger just doesn’t cut it—they want something familiar and traditional. Over the
years, Asian people who are hungry for the food of their homeland open Chinese grocery
stores, restaurants, snack shops, bakeries, and boba stands to satisfy their craving for Chinese
food. The rest of the Chinese population flocks happily to these Asian eat spots for a
Taiwanese-style roast duck, a plate of dumplings, or a bowl of noodles—it really doesn’t
matter what they have, because the important thing is the comfort and ethnicity in these
dishes. Itis a lasting and delicious way of preserving Chinese culture here in the United
States, and their children have a chance to eat the foods that graced their tables when they
were growing up. The taste of Taiwan has been transplanted in the United States and
provides a definite, enduring link with the homeland.

Taiwan is too far away to visit for every meal, but when | want some Taiwanese food,
I know that the next closest place to go is a Chinese grocery store, like 99 Ranch Market, or a
Chinese market plaza, with restaurants and snack stands at every corner. By enjoying the
food that I love, I will always be reminded of my roots and keep in touch with the Chinese
culture.

-83-



@f Attitudes on Education
.,

By Lydia Lo

In the childhood of a Chinese American, notably those in the first generation born in
America, education has always been stressed. To make up for the deficiency in the English
language, parents drill their children on the tongue until they are on a level competitive with
their American counterparts. Long nights are spent fine-tuning assignments until they satisfy
Mom’s standards. Parents are eager to point out how “the Chang kid made it into Harvard” or
“the Wong girl graduated as valedictorian.” Eventually, this mentality of the necessity to
perform well in school is infused in the child’s mind, forcing the student to face constant
mental, social, and parental pressures. A look into the past, present and future of Chinese
Americans in the educational system of the United States will explore the causes and effects
of such attitudes.

Even though their presence was significant especially during the California Gold Rush
and the building of the Transcontinental Railroad, Chinese immigrants were unwelcome by
the citizens and the government of the United States because they were laborers who worked
for minimal wages and were seen as a threat to the American labor force. However, with the
landmark Immigration Act of 1965, immigration was only restricted by hemisphere, not
nationality, and also favored “professionals, scientists, and artists of “‘exceptional ability.””
Because a majority of the Chinese seeking U.S. citizenship did not possess sufficient English
skill, it was not within their abilities to come to America and labor in a field where a
command of English was central, as in journalism, teaching, writing, etc. As a result, most of
the Chinese immigrating to the U.S. as a learned professional were people knowledgeable in
mathematics, sciences, or other areas that did not require much English. These people were
those who excelled in their field and were intelligent enough to withstand competition in the
U.S.

When the professional immigrants produced children in America, they raised them as
well-educated parents would: with very high standards. It was the only way they knew how to
exist, and it was the only way they were able to instruct and guide their children.
Consequently, the current generation of young Chinese holds the same values as their parents
and performs well academically.

The Chinese students of this current generation belong to an ethnic category that
constantly surpasses the competition. In the United States, roughly 3% of the 55.3 million
schoolchildren are of Asian or Pacific Islander descent. In 1976, ten years after the
Immigration Act of 1965, only 1.8% enrolled in institutions of higher education were Asian or
Pacific Islander. However, as a new generation matured, the figure rose to 9.2%. This same
group boasts the lowest dropout percentage of all ethnicities with only 5.4% unable to
complete high school while the average is 13.5%. Additionally, 56% of the Asians completed
advanced mathematics compared to the next highest group, the Caucasians at 45%. Although
the average SAT verbal score Asians and Pacific Islanders is 501 and trails the national
average by five points, they lead mathematically by a substantial 52 points—566 compared to
514.

Though this trend is dominant in this era, there is no clear sign of which direction it
will be heading in the years ahead. Such a pattern may be ephemeral and disappear as new
generations gradually forget the motivations of their parents, and soon Chinese Americans
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may lose their comfortable lead. As in the case of Chinese emperors, the first one may be the
one to conquer and start his own dynasty, but eventually his sons take the position for granted,
neglect the affairs of the country and allow another warlord to seize the opportunity to initiate
his own rule. Similarly, the Chinese immigrants may treasure the abilities that enabled them
to become American citizens, but future generations may forget the struggle of his or her
forbears and slowly cease to be industrious. Or, a tradition of educational excellence may
persist, passed down from parent to child, and ensure the Asian and Pacific Islander’s position
at the top of the charts.

Whatever the future may hold, there is certainly to be a Chinese American making
academic headlines. For the performance of a single person cannot be solely dependent on the
performance of people similar to that person, but on the person himself.

From Chou to Utada

By Mason Chen

Jay Chou. A-Mei. Sammi Cheng. David Tao. These are just the few of the most
popular Mandarin pop artists in Taiwan as of this year. Mandarin music has evolved over the
past years. Now, artist such as those listed above have started to incorporate different styles
of singing into their music, such as hip-hop, rap, and pop. Taiwan R&B King David Tao
finally came back with to his music empire with his long-awaited album “Black-Tangerine.”
It’s been two and a half years since David Tao has not released any new pieces. David
mentioned the reason he used the name of “tangerine” as the album title was the fruit could
only be found in Taiwan, where his music life began. An extremely popular male artist came
to life once again in Taiwan to become an instant hit. Jay Chou's third album "8D Space" was
released in mid-July where ten brand new tracks became instant hits in the hearts of all the
Taiwanese fans. A powerful female artist also had a smash hit this year. Elva Hsiao released
her fifth album, “Love Theme Song — Kiss” and it also became an instant hit. Her new album
is mixed with many remixes and introduces an R&B style. Another great female artist is A-
Mei. Extremely popular, A-Mei released her most highlighted project of the year: “Fever.”
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“Fever” was expected to move her fans to make them dance or cry at the moment of listening
to her new fast- and/or slow- tempo songs. A-Mei also invited another artist, Shunza, to
produce new songs for this album.

In Taiwan, many people are also into the Japanese music industry. Having released
her third album in her extremely successful career, Utada Hikaru has impressed her many
fans. Producing “Deep River” by herself, the album rocketed to number one and proved
Hikaru’s versatile capabilities in music, ranging from pop, R&B, dance to ballads. Utada
Hikaru has definitely showed her continuous effort and energy in the J-POP world. Utada
Hikaru also shocked Japan with her recent marriage this year. Because the marriage was so
sudden, many people were surprised to find that Hikaru had married a man by the name of
Kazuaki Kiritani, a photographer and director in most of Hikaru’s CD jackets and music
videos. Japan’s 2002 promising star Mika Nakashima’s debut album “Truth” kicked off with
a bang. Along with famous songwriters such as Towa Tei and Verbal from m-Flo,
Nakashima has produced thirteen smash hits. This album is full of diversity, showing her
incredible skill and talent to sing soul, 80s’, style, funk, and ballads. Another amazing female
artist is BoA, although born in South Korea; BoA was raised in Japan, and developed an
ability to speak both Korean and Japanese fluently. After releasing a few successful singles
and albums, BoA, who is 16 years of age, became an instant star in both Korea and Japan.
Releasing her newest Korean album, No. 1 and Japanese single, Valenti, BoA is becoming
more and more popular as well as of course successful; many people say she has a very bright
career ahead of her.

So, there were a lot of great hits this year, shocking news, and new artists. In the
future, there is still even greater music to look forward to. Many new artists are rising and
becoming as successful as the most popular artists in the Asian music industry. Music has
become an extremely influential factor in teenage lives. Since artists have become idols and
role models, who really do change the way, a teenager feels and thinks. Teenagers listen to
music everyday and the words that they hear in lyrics are really what teach them to do the
good or even bad things that they do. In reality, music is an extremely important in society to
all ages.
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Friendship Derek Chang

"True friendship is like sound health; the value of it is seldom known until it be lost.”
-Charles Caleb Colton

Throughout life, acquaintances come and go, but those who stay become friends.
However, the meaning of friendship is never really taken to its full value until parting must
separate the souls. | have never been confronted with this realization until recently when |1
finally came to terms that my friends and | will be leaving each other as we enter a new
home and a new life in college.

| fondly remember my childhood: no stress and no worries, just play. | used to run around
the house, create ultimate Lego machines, swim many laps in the pool, spend hours beating
Nintendo games or just simply watching TV. | was joyful and content. But as | grew older, |
acquired more responsibilities in schoolwork, worries, chores, and late nights. Life was
becoming more stressful; however, the headaches and heartaches derived from its pressure
were nowhere near the painful magnitude of the melancholy feelings | experience now.

Throughout my childhood, | have made many good friends. We shared a myriad of
common experiences and interests at school. We have taken numerous classes together
through middle school and high school. We have labored side by side in special projects,
met in each other’s home, collaborated our efforts and tolled into the night to meet the final
dateline. We had group discussions via conference calls, helped each other understand
difficult concepts, shared spelling lists and even called each other frequently at 5A.M. to get
ready for Mr. Lasnik’s Physiology lab practicals and exams tests! There was no rivalry, no
competition, and no jealousy. On the contrary, there was an abundance of camaraderie,
encouragement and support for one another. We spent hours staying up talking into the
night. It is this kind of sincere and genuine friendship that | deeply cherish and have
difficulty letting go!

This summer has been extra special because we all seem to want to indulge in each
other's company and delay the inevitable event of saying goodbye. We try to get together as
often as possible to dwell upon our shared nostalgic memories and create many wonderful
new ones. We enjoy each other's companionship by playing ultimate Frisbee at Forest Cove
Park, checking out DVD movies, swimming, ice skating, camping, and driving out to Golf
‘n Stuff, Westwood, Magic Mountain, and the Santa Monica Pier. | have kept many pictures
capturing these blissful moments. By participating in these various activities, we have
drawn closer to each other, further strengthening our friendship and bond. | hope we will
always remember each other and reminisce the wonderful times spent with each other. |
wish these times would last forever, but unfortunately, life can be merciless and we must
soon part.

Till now, | dread the day we all leave for college and worst of all, separate from each
other. I would hate to say goodbye, perhaps temporarily, perhaps worse: forever. New
roads lie ahead and different friends will occupy my time and thoughts. My precious high
school friends will never be replaced or forgotten, for as the saying goes, our friends reflect
who we are as well as the choices we make in life.
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Things In High School I Should Have Done Jerry

Jiang

When | was first given the assignment to write about what | would’ve done differently in high
school, the thought that ran through my mind was, “Do they want it chronologically or
alphabetically?” Some of the difficulties that | ran into probably would not apply to most studious
Chinese students, but just in case you find yourself in any of these predicaments, know that you’re
not alone and someone has been there before. Or better yet, read this article and just avoid the
mistakes that | made.

First of all, when choosing classes, do not be afraid of how hard people say a class is, since
some subjects are easy for you while hard for others. If you go into a class thinking that it will be
the hardest thing you have ever taken you might be setting yourself up for failure, because if you
don’t do well, you'll just think to yourself, “It’s ok, it’s a hard class, it’s ok if | don’t do that well.” If
you believe that you can get a “B” in an AP or Honors class, take it because colleges would rather
see that you tried and pushed yourself in a harder class than receiving an “A” in a regular class.
While taking harder classes, it is necessary to manage your time well because teachers are cruel and
will conspire against you and schedule tests and make assignments due on the same day. Do
assignments ahead of time and skim the pages in a chapter so you have an idea how much time you
will need to study. This is probably my biggest regret; failing to manage my time wisely and
frivolously wasting it on the phone, Internet, and games.

Second, I regret not getting involved enough in sports teams and clubs. | did track freshman
year and then gave up on it after one year and then | joined the volleyball team sophomore year.
Junior year | felt that | was too busy to do a sport and then senior year | was having too much fun
hanging out with my friends to do a sport. Colleges want to see consistency and resolution toward
anything you do, and jumping from sport to sport every year was not the best way to show them
that. When | first started high school, | gave no thought about joining a club because | thought
joining something like Key Club would be dorky. A guy that hung out in our grouped joined Key
Club and we made fun of him because every Thursday at lunch he had to go to a meeting while we
just hung out. Two years later, he became the Key Club Lieutenant Governor of our district. Join
clubs that interest you or at least join a club like Key Club or Interact because these community
organizations perform many interesting community services, from feeding homeless people to being
security at a fourth of July celebration to decorating floats for the Rose Parade. Many schools now
require community service to graduate and these clubs are the best way of racking up community
service hours. Also when joining a club, try and really get into what you’'re doing and try for an
officer position. Being in a club is all in good fun, but colleges want to see leadership abilities and
working yourself up into an officer position is the best way to show it, however being an officer
usually requires more dedication towards the club and many extra hours spent organizing and
planning events.

Lastly, SAT’s: when to start preparing and how to start preparing. Here are some of my
personal experiences with the SAT. Do not wait until the summer before junior year to start
preparing for the SAT. Most Chinese students have very little problem with the math section, and
when we do happen to get an incorrect answer, it’s usually out of carelessness or haste. The math
section is easily perfected by taking many practice tests and getting used to the kind of questions
they ask, allowing you to be able to detect the traps test makers set. Therefore, that only leaves the
verbal section to worry about. Most of the verbal section is on vocabulary, so start studying the
words early. If anyone has seen the “Most commonly used SAT words” list you will know why
there is a necessity to study early, because there are about 4000 MOST common SAT words that
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need to be memorized. The best way to study words is actually to study with some friends, because
they will do funny things or say something funny and every time you see that word you will
associate that word with what happened and you will remember its definition. Memorization by
association has helped me to remember even the oddest words, words like Pusillanimous -
extremely cowardly; Ablution — washing. If you plan on taking AP tests, take your SAT lIs after
them. If not, you should take them sometime in May when everything has already been taught to
you and is still fairly fresh in your mind. SAT Il writing is similar to an extended grammar test and
I would have to say, is one of the hardest tests to prepare for. For this | can offer little advice
because I really do not know how to get a high score on it.

High school years pass very quickly, so you need to be on top of things and make sure you
meet all your deadlines. Make yourself stand out from the other 50,000 applicants. Look at yourself
from an admissions director point of view, why should they accept you over everyone else? What
makes you so special beside your first grade teacher saying, “You are all special in your own ways!”
Emphasize your fortés and make them seem as impressive as possible on your application. Well |
hope everyone is able to gain something from this article whether it’s a few laughs or some advice.
Good luck with the rest of high school and college admission. Though this ordeal seems daunting,
second semester senior year and the summer before you go off to college will make all this hard
work seem totally worthwhile - I would know.
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Congpo Chinese Cultural Association {CCCA) Newsletter is a semi-annual publication
distributed to Chinese familics in the Conepo Valley, San Femande Valley, and other ¢ities in
Southem Califorrug. The CCCA Newslarrer is a free publication, supported entirely by
advertising.

From now on, we will be doubling our advertising effectiveness by puthng all ads, together
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+HP 2 B 2002-2003 8 £ B TEA
Thousand Oaks Chinese School 2002-2003 Calendar

XFIE Fall HZFIE  Spring

09/07/2002 FHE:H First day of school 01/25/2003, 02/01/2003,

09/14/2002,  09/21/2002, 02/08/2003**,  02/22/2003, **priEGE
09/28/2002,  10/05/2002, 03/01/2003, 03/08/2003,

10/12/2002,  10/19/2002, 03/15/2003, 03/22/2003,

10/26/2002,  11/02/2002, 03/29/2003, 04/05/2003,

11/09/2002,  11/16/2002, 04/12/2003, 05/03/2003,

11/23/2002,  12/07/2002, 05/10/2003, 05/17/2003,

12/14/2002,  01/04/2003, 05/31/2003, 06/07/2003,

01/11/2003,  01/18/2003 06/14/2003 %H5EELAG Last day of school

f&H Holidays

11/30/2002 ESEEN] Thanksgiving Day

12/21/2002 EEH A Christmas Day

12/28/2002 B New Year’s Day

02/15/2003 Haest-H Washington’s Birthday

04/19/2003 =[5 Spring Break

05/24/2003 BiiE4cH  Memorial Day

i |

11/10/2003 tasE EEEEE Calligraphy and Drawing Contest

02/23/200 HEZEHEDE Teacher’s Practical Training-Spring Session
03/23/2003 EE A TSR ST Student Study Workshop and Talent Show
04/20/2003 ‘B % EEE Chinese Jeopardy Contest

04/26/2003 - 04/27/2003

HEE Annual Track and Field Meet

05/04/2003

v E s A BAERELEEE Speech and Poem Recital Contest

06/2003

E 4% Summer Camp
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1C G-6 z i 1B (32e)| I-11 Im=
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5C I-3 SEiE fE b AR G-7 P E
6A I-5 g B Youth L.S. 1-6 &
6B I-6 5] 4 ASB G-12 | #44
7A I-7 oy SATII ¥ = G-11 | xp 2t
7B 1-8 v B AT Z2FY G-6 g4x1
8 1-9 24
9A I-10 #5484 /
9B I-11 IBE &yl
R&W I-12 ¥R
CSL -2 B

2002 -2003 +#. ¢ > BERiTpgcrA | ¢t H

B A T ® % r

x & § 805-494-0500

Bl £ B 2n 805-498-2372

¥Kirle k e 805-373-8748 xR 818-889-1549
pA7s e K ER Y 818-889-9000 % E 805-376-0888
ek FEN 805-241-3813

wF% e E ¥ % 805-529-8669

S S LR 3 818-871-9831 [ 818-597-0788
Ep ek ok 805-241-8527 T 0% 818-597-4868
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B AV B2 43¢ 2002-2003 & 7 ¥ &

Date Event
Oct 2002 CCCA Journal Publishing
Nov 2, 2002 Guest Speaker, Mrs. Lorna Chao, Topic “Education of Our Youngsters”
Nov 16, 2002 | CCCA Board of Director’'s Meeting at 2:00 P.M.
Nov 23, 2002 | Guest Speaker, Dr. Green Hsueh, “Midlife Crisis” at 10:30 A.M.
Nov 2002 Tennis Tournament
Dec 2002 TOCS Graduates Reunion
Dec 2002 SKI Trip
Feb 8, 2003 Chinese New Year Performance at Thousand Oaks Civic Arts
Plaza
Mar 2003 CCCA Journal Publishing
Mar 29, 2003 | Completion of principal nomination
Apr 12, 2003 | Vote for 2003 - 2004 principal
The end of CCCA certified ballot is mailed to voting members
April
The second The ballots are returned from the voting members via mail.
week of May.
Early June Official notification of CCCA election results is announced
Mar 2003 Hiking
May 2003 Camping
May 2003 Mother’s Day Dance Ball
June 2003 CCCA present Awards to local High Schools
. = —_
2002-2003 (FHEH) WMES
A% =X 805-376-0108 sjlao@amgen.com
I N B4 5 818-991-7525 dyjeng@dock.net
R 08 818-879-7150 xfong@pacbell.net =
MdBRE RS ¢ I 805-492-5123 cclin@gte.net
FreER: WAy 805-376-1910 jshi@amgen.com
U BN S <] I 7 818-879-0826 LSagit@aol.com
$iEL B o Rip=N 805-498-2372 zbduan@pixelgate.net
FE IR 818-889-9888 llchou@hotmail.com
g4 818-991-7904 pei-chuan.joh@wellpoint.com
SEELE = 805-492-7660 banghuas@amgen.com
i % 805-480-3812 Dii3128@aol.com
R4%E 1 mEA(eL) 818-991-3999 mingcjl@msn.com =
T 805-373-8748 ccwu888@aol.com =
L 805-370-9272 elo@megapathdsl.net
T = 818-597-0788 ylan@amgen.com
EERE ¢ MY 4 (kL) 818-889-6968 michael_t_chen@hotmail.com
1 F & QNR 270 2R792 rarhamanAaMadalnhia nat
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