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. School hours; every Saturday at 9:15 am. - 12:15 noon

. Attend school punctually, regularly, and follow the school schedule

. Obey the directions of teachers and others in authority

. Be courteous to the peers and school personnel

. Refrain from abusive language or physical violence

. Comply with all rules and regulations given by TOCS

. Keep hands off all facilitics and equipment(incl. computers, books,
charts, supplies, etc.) in the classroom since TOCS is rented property

. Keep the writing on the boards as it is

. No food allowed in the classroom (Gum particularly is prohibited)

. Do not wear hats or sunglasses in the classroom

. Dangerous objects, firearm, knife, tobacco, drugs, and alcohol are
prohibited in school campus

. Classroom and campus should be kept clean at all times

. One is respensible for the fine or compensation when damage is done
to the school property

. Any unlawful crime committed will cause suspension or expulsion

. Disciplinary action: First and second violations - verbal warnings and
conferences. Third violation - parents notified. Fourth violation -
student dismissed without tuition refund

. Teachers should be informed as early as possible for the reasons of
absence, tardiness, and early dismissal of the students

. Parents need to pick up their child(ren) on time for the safety’s sake

. Do not talk loudly outside the classroom while classes are in session

i0
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A MESSAGE FROM THE “ORIENT EXPRESS"

After a toastmasters club demonstration meeting in the
auditorium at Thousand Oaks Chinese School in March, we
pathered dedicated people to attend regular meetings. We
recently voted for Orient Express as the mane of the club. As
sonorous as the mane sounds, we have successfully escalated

our meeting to a full fledged ane from a much simplified form.
Our goal is to have the club chartered by Toastmasters
International by the end of summer.

The club helps men and women learn the arts of speaking,
listening and thinking, which are vital skills t© promote scll-
actualization. The mission of Orient Express is to provide a
mitually supportive and positive learning environment in which
every member has the opportunity to develop communication
and leadership skills, which in tum foster self~confidence and
personal growth,

The uniqueness of the Orient Express is that the club
membership consists of diversified cultural backgrounds. The
meeting naturally performs as a culture exchange function.
Consequently, it emanates a humorous and interesting
atmosphere which enhances our desire to leam and encourages

participation.

You are cordially invited as a welcome guest. We will meet in
Thousand Oaks Chinese Church at 7:30 PM on Wednesday,
September 3. Then we will meet in lunch area of Thousand
Daks Chinese School at 11:15 AM on Saturday, September 13.

Please address any questions and intention 1o visit to Li-mei at
818-879-9264 or Tom Hsiang at 818-879-8583.
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Conejo Chinese Assos & Clubs

Name of Clubs Person to contact  Telephone
Chinese Christian Church of T.O. Rev. Joseph Cheng (805)379-0882
T.O. Chinese Brush Painting & Caligraphy Asso. Uan Kuan (805)497-9712
Coneyo Ta-Chi Club Henry Hsiung (805)531-9721
T.0. Social Club James Miao (B18)222-6168
Twin Valleys Dance Club Eunice Yao (B05)492-6630
CCCA Baskeball Club Sam Lai (818)991-7641
Peony Dance Ensemble Sandy Yu (B18)991-4382
Golden Club Golf Club K. J. Lang (818)865-2968
Paul Chen (805)495-2239



THOUSAND OAKS CHINESE SCHOOL
SCHOOL CALENDAR 1997-1998

SCHOOL DAY SCHOOL EVENT SCHEDULED AT
Seplember 6 13 20 27 *Firsi duy of Fall Semester/Registration Seplember 6, 1997
(Omly 2 classes 9: 15AM - 11:25AM)
Oxtober 4 11 18 25
SAT II Chinese Test Registration Dead Line Sepeember 26, 1997
November | B 15 e
Back 1o School Day Seplember 27, 1997
December 7 13
Teachers All-Hands meeting October 4.1997
Jamuary 10 17 4
SAT I Chinese Tesi November 11,1997
Jmmupary i T.0. Chinese Brush Painting Asso. Exhibition Movember 13,1997
February 7 4 2l 23 SCOCS Speech Contest & Poem Recital Mevember 16,1997
March 7 14 21 28 *First day of Spring Semeser/Regiscration Jueroary 31,1998
April 11 18 SCCCS Sindent Taleni -Show Mar. 1. 1998
May 2 9 16 30 SCCCS Spring Semester Teaching Mar 22,1993
Theory sad Metbodology
Tuce [ 13
SCCCS Poster/Calligraphy/Composition Contest ~ May 3 , 1998
SCOCCS Chiness Culrural Jeopasdy May 17.1998
WINTER RECESS SFRING RECESS
School Inguguration Tune 3, 1998
Dec. 20,1997 - Jan. 3 1998 Apr. 4 - 10 1998
SCOCS Summer Camp for Youth July 5 1o July 10,
1994
*SAT I Chioese Test (in school): 9-27, 10-25, 1-31, 418
SCCCS Summer Semester Teaching July 31,1998-

*Mid- erm and Finals: 11-1. 1-17, 3-21, 5-30 Theory and Methodology Aug 2,1993
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Until recently, 1 did not realize the importance of Chinese school. *Reluctant” does not fully
describe my feelings towards going to Chinese school before [ understood how important learning
Chinese would be for me. For many vears, my feelings towards Chinese school were similar to those of
many students towards math:  hen am I ever going to use this? My questions were answered when I
visited Taiwan for the first time. The trip opened my eyes: [ realized that no small number of people
speak Chinese. While the trip was fun, it quickly became apparent how much more fun | could have ifl
could read the road signs, or if | were able to carry on a conversation, or if’ | could understand the news
reporter on television.

I realized that knowledge of Chinese could become another advantage that | would have in the
world. Intoday competitive world, knowing a second language (or a third, as many leam Spanish or
French in high school), especially a difficult one such as Chinese, can prove to be very uscful. Why
would anyone, especially someone that was Chinese, not want 1o lear? Knowing Chinese 15 an ability
that every Chinese person should have, if for no other reason than to be able to answer  es” whenever
someone asks if you can speak Chinese.

The trick to enjoving Chinese school is leaming to have fun. Make fricnds (it will happen sooner
or luter, no matter how hard you try not to make friends), get involved with an aspect of Chinese school
(work on the yearbook, run track, or recite some poetry), and find some time to have fun (play basketball,
join the art class, or Jearn some origami - anybody can do it).




The moment our relay team won the silver medal at the 1997 Chinese Amernican track and field
meet, my heart leaped with excitement, but I spon became dismal when | realized that this race may
have been the last one that [ ran for as a part of the Thousand Oaks Chinese School track team.
Standing there in the middle of the field, tears welled up in my eyes as | reminisced about my
Chinese school vears and all the memorable moments | have shared with my fellow students.

My Chinese background has always been something in which | have taken great pride. |
have performed lolk dances at three of the schools that T have attended, chosen China as the country
to rescarch for the World Fair in the seventh grade, and studied the evolution of Chinese Americans
for the American Experience project as a junior. My interest in my culture has never ceased and ever
since | entered the Thousand Oaks Chinese School five years ago, my pride and desire 1o learn have
ETOWT €VEn greater,

Attending Chinese school has brought me closer to my culture and has taught me about who
| am as a Chinese American amongst the diverse society in which we live, It gives me a chance to
learn, not only how 1o speak, read, and write in Mandarin, but also from where the characters
originate. [ am able to learn about poems, idioms, stories, and expressions that enhance my
understanding of being Chinese. In the future, 1 hope to continue expanding my knowledge of the
Chinese language and culture by studying abroad in China and expose others 1o the blend of both
worlds. As | embark on the competitive field of broadcast journalism, knowing two languages will
be a definite advantage and will enable me to apprise the public about the effects of the meliing pot
of America that exists today.

Not only does Chinese school offer leamning experiences in its classes, bul also in its
celebrations and special events. The Chinese New Year performance at the Civic Arts Plaza is an
occasion | look forward to participating in every year. The acts consist of Chinese, as well as
American, dances, songs, and skits. Whether | am on stage with the mystical music of the buddha
dance encompassing me or in my bright pink poodle skirt for Grease, [ enjoy taking part in the
celebration of the two cultures that influence my life.

Although sometimes it may be difficult 1o get up on Saturday mornings, knowing that you
will be with vour Chinese school friends, whom you have not seen all week long, is a comfort and
motvation. During those three hours, | am no longer one of the few Asians at school, but | am
surrounded by people of the same background, of similar interests, and those who can speak both
Mandarin and English. The friends that 1 have made through Chinese school are the ones who can
really relate to my problems, pressures, and goals in life. Because most of us are first generation
Chinese Americans, we are able to share our experiences of bath cultures with each other. | know
that we have created a bond that is invincible and will remain strong even after we lead our scparale
lives.

Although five years may seem like a long time, 1 regret not starting Chinese school len years
ago, at the age of seven, the age my sister started. She is lucky to be able to have so many years
ahead of her to acquire more knowledge about her heritage and to create closer bonds with her
friends and classmates. [ will be moving on to my college years and my carcer aspirations cagerly,
ready to start my new life. However, | will not leave my past behind, but instead use my experiences
1o benefit me in the future, T will never forget those viclorious track meets, those musical numbers
of our performances, or the hours spent on memorizing the poems. As the twenty-first century
approaches, the Chinese are hecoming more prominent and influential all over the world. T hope to
make a difference by promoting the importance of diversity and give back to society what | was
given as a Chinese American.

Jessica Chang
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I first joined the Thousand Oaks Chinese School (T.0.C.8) as a young boy of 8 years.
While watching the school grow from almost & hundred students in a hidden-away adult center
to several hundred learning in a large middle school, | & watched mysell grow as well, in size,
in experience, and in knowledge. 1 ¢ leamed so much from Chinese School that T can even
begin to explain in the amount of space given.

When I first came to T.0.C.S. 9 years ago, | was a little boy entering a whole new world
of Chinese language and culture. Through several hundred Saturdays of schooling and fun, |
learned Chincse language and history. Of course, aside from the classes, | played baskethall,
baseball, Chinese chess, read Chinese poetry, and took art classes, improving myself as an
individual as well as a Chinese American. But for the longest time, something still bothered
me about Chinese school.

1.0.C.5. was just a school, with classes and boring studies and few friends {and on
Saturday no less!). But all that changed four years ago when | joined a group of other Chinese
School students to perform in a fashion show. From the moment we began rehearsing the
choreography (o the night of the performance, my view of Chinese school dramatically
changed. Mo longer was 1 going to Chinese school just for the classes and the basketball, [ was
now attending for the friendship experiences also. The fashion show became a bonding
experience for many of the  hinese school gang,” with the infamous  ast End Boys" cry and,
of course, the sentimental  tand By Me."

The other experience in my Chinese school history that deserves recognition is the 1997
Xing Nian Wan Huei. This year has been the most interesting year to watch and participate in
because of the many new friends and new activities, the culmination of both being in the
Chinese New Year celebration. Everyone who participated (which included basically
everyone) had a fun lime, and through all the hard work and effort, the show was a rousing
success. It was my last New Year  performance, an annual experience I will miss dearly.

What I consider to be the Chinese school  amily™ has grown from eight students to
twenty-eight. And why do I call it family? One example stands out in my mind. During our
San Diego trip during Thanksgiving, no other Chinese school could boast the camaraderie or
sheer numbers of students that we had, and no other school  students came together like we
did, as a group of friends full of respect and love for one another. Since this year concludes my

hinese school experience,” I am glad 1o see the new students that will continue the friendship
that we seniors helped to ¢stablish, a friendship that has done nothing but strengthen the spirit
of Chinese school and its goal— to ereate a place where students can learn Chinese culture and
language while enjoying the fellowship of other eager students, | hope that one day, | will
return to Thousand Oaks Chinese School to see the same spirit living on in the students of
tomorrow that lives in the students of today.

Owen C, Led
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Atmy first day in Chinese school, | could remember being neither able to write or
pronounce my own Chinese name. What | could do was count and understand most basic
Chinese but that was pretty sad anyway, And every Saturday momning for about three years the
same thing happened, I didn ~ want to leam, listen, or take advantage of the opportunity given
tome, In the fourth year, [ wanted my pressing parents o give me a year off, and they did.

The year off forced me 1o experience a sense of nostalgia for Chinese school, More
than less, [ was able to keep in contact with my classmates there and | kept hearing about things
I was unknowingly missing out on. With that and my mother  unyfelding bombardment of
propaganda about the  rcat things” at Chinese school, T decided that | would spend every
Saturday during my senior year in high school learning and listening there.

When 1 returned to the school  ix-days-a-week™ schedule, I found myself attending a
type of class with a very pragmatic curriculum devoted to teaching its students the
fundamentals of Chinese reading and writing. And that was surprisingly what | wanted all
along, a class that taught about the  urvival” parts of the Chinese language. During that time,
I was able 10 extend my circle of friends beyond the borders of my high school with teenagers
of basically the same background of Chinese parents and upbringing whom 1 could
immediately relate to.

Yet, the highest consequence of attending Chinese school again was that it gave me one
day every week 1o learn to appreciate my heritage and to never forget where 1 came from. It
also allowed me to realize that | wasn  just an American-bom citizen but that T was Chinese.
And with Chinese school  help, that is where both my roots and pride will forever remain no
matter where the future may lead.

Stephen Tam
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Alice Chu

While growing up, | thought that attending Chinese school was a waste of time. Waking up early on a
Saturday moming was practically impossible, especially since [ had procrastinated and spent all of Friday night
finishing my Chinese homework. 1 figured that Chinese School doesn’t affect my GPA for college, so why try? ]
might as well just save all my energy for regular school, What | didn’t realize was that not only did | leamn the
Chinese language in Chinese School, but [ also learned about my culture and tradition.

1 have attended Chinese School ever since kindergarten. The only reason [ put up with it was because | got 1o
see my friends there. Growing up in Simi Valley and having most of my friends Caucasian, | figured, * What's the
use in learning Chinese? It wasn't until my family moved lo the Valley did 1 realize how fortunate it was to be
bilingual. Since many Asian families live in the Valley, 1 was proud I could speak my own language. And since |
could speak my own language, | wasn't considered “white-washed.”

Growing up in the United States, | didn't know very much about the Chinese culture. But through Chinese
School, 1 learned about Chinese New Year and many other celebrations. 1 still remembering twirling the baton,
Chinese dancing, and singing songs in Chinese during those celebrations. For not only had 1 learned the Chinecse
language, 1 had learned how to Chinese dance and sing in Chinese.

Mowadays, 1 am able to sing karaoke in Chinese and speak Chinese fluently with my friends and my elders. |
am grateful that my parents “forced” me to go to Chinese School no matter hoe much a struggle 1 put up. My plans
are to continue learning Chinese in collage because [ know it will help me through life in the future.
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