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Leang-Ging Wong

maturity, diversification, and gradual of the community.
W

exceedingly happy to see that CVCCA is thnving.  As
Happy anniversary, CACCA and all in the Chincse

we head into the millennium, [ see and sense a greater
community. Koep up the good work of community
service, new lsadership development, citizenship
participation, comnunity invelvement and cooperation
among the Chinese Americans and Asian Amencans.

Have a HAPPY NEW YEAR. Stop by if you pass

remain concemed about the pecple there. We are
here.

Mi casa su casa(my house is your house).

In those days, you can

Locking back to August 1972, when we first
rrived at the then small tewn of Thousand Oaks, the
hinese Amencan Community of the Conejo Valley
sunt ALL the Chinese families in Thousand Oaks

RBBFREEIHETS
ave marched through the halls of leaming of the scholl

nd moved on. Forourselves, our kids have grown up,
soved out, and we have moved on too, to Mam,

Torida{and the singing and dancing continues).

e
|
g
E
£
=
E
“...
:
i

i
;
i
1
_m
A

choal to later on forming our won Chinese school and
w CVECA, to now, generations ofth3 dragon children

mutle our kids to the San Femando ValleyChinese

ath the fingers of one hand. From those early days
en used to car pool every Saturday moming to

as indeed come a long way.
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How do you like to go up in a swing,

-Robert Louis Stevenson
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And 1 can't look for it

‘Cause my eyes are in it,
And T can’t call to it
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{(Couldn't hear me anyway
‘Cause my ears are on i)
Can't even think about it

“Cause my brain s 1

"Cause my mouth 1s on ot

So | guess I'll sit down
And rest for just 8 minute

On this rock

By Shel Silverstein
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Jennifer Tsai
My First Year In College

One thing that vou realize when you‘re in college is how much you miss mom's
Chinese cooking. Another thing you realize is that for the first time, you're actually on
your own. And that is when | began to grow as a person.

| went through so many experiences my first year and the funny thing is T
remember every single moment. [ went to UC Irvine seemingly with my head in the
sand. 1 had absolutely no idea where or what the heck I was doing. | was scared of the
classes | was going to take and of the people | was going to encounter. But yet, there
was this exhilarating feeling inside of me. [ was a college student, no longer a high
school kd!! 1 could tell myself when I would go to sleep ( but that was a bad 1dea
because | would go to sleep at three in the morning) and what T could do and could not
do. My first year at the residential halls was so much fun. [ met so many people that
have become my close friends. My classes were tough though and [ really didn’t know
how to study. I remember when finals week rolled around we would all be cramming
our brains with molecular structures and trying to memorize all the Supreme Court
cases in one night. And all this would be done by surviving on coffee filled to the brim.

Mow that T am a second year student, [ reflect back on last year. | realize that
nothing could beat my first year. You leam a lot about yourself. Y ou develop your own
values about life. Each and every experience you go though are stored inside you to
help you become a stronger person. -
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Virginia Tsai
GRADUATION SPEECH - CLASS OF *95

Someone once said, * You can live in this world but once, but if you live it right
once is enough "

You and | are captured in a moment of time. It is in this Instant that the ice cube
in which we have been frozen into for so long begins to melt. The water, the liquid of our
essence. will star 1o flow into the world. But whether they just drip into a bucket of they
create a river is up to us Tt is the decision of becoming undying or living

Undead is merely surviving, cating, breathing, sleeping. 1t is just a life of what we
have to do, not what we want to do Living is letting ourselves ride freely with the breeze
without knowing the ways of the wind. What comes will come. We will create waves as
we conguer the challenges floating ahead Living is not solely dreaming, it is allowing the
sweel moment to arrive when those dreams turn to reality.

There is a gap between the earth and the heavens that we need to fill with our
vouth and with our lives. The time has come to fill that gap and we need Lo cherish this
once in a life time chance.

By truly living, and only you will know if you are, you begin 1o not see black and
white pictures but that of colored ones. We will recognize what is good by knowing what
is evil and what is the truth through knowing what is false. A dream by itself is only a
shadow, an unfinished road. Tt is up to us to finish it and take it to the end. Whether the
destination is expected or unexpected, it will always be worth the trip because along the
way, we were living.

Shakespeare said, * What a picce of work is a man, how noble in reason, how
infinite in faculties. 1" Though he meant to say this with sarcasm, he none the less speaks
the truth  We do have the ability to walk that thin thread of living and keeping ourselves
from toppling over the edge into the arms of the undying

The river that we created will some day flood over and that is when we have truly
teuched the shores of this world. We will fall in love with our lives and not wish for mare
Years from tonight, we will be sitting in our rocking chairs and reminiscing what has gone
by. We will then realize that once was definitely enough And so | leave you with the
words of EE. Cummings.

* a hillion brains may coax undeath

from fancied fact and spaccful time-

no heart can leap, no soul can breathe

but by the sizeless truth of a dream

whose sleep is the sky and the earth and the sea

For love are in you am in [ are in we.”
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Nancy Szu-lin Chu
Harvard- Early Action

e % The scissors’ blade possesses rusty edges; the comb, a broken bristle. Although carelessly stashed in
a torn shoebox, these two implements represent a golden reminder of a family tradition and a father’s love,
subile yet endurmg through the passage of time.

Ever since dark feathery wisps were sble to grow out of my head, my father has cut my hair.
Memories of this practice, which is still repeated every fbur months, precede even my haziest childhood
impressions. Knowledge of these early episodes, however, settled clearly on my mind, for my father, proudly
brandishing faded baby pictures during his sentimental moments, would point to the spiky mass atop my head
and claim it to be his most splendid work. Over the years, the haircut evolved into a ritual marked by the
unofficially set time.. Saturday aftemoons. My duty abways mvolves aranging the "master's” materials, for
which I carefilly place week-old Chinese newspapers on cool bathroom tiles and scrounge up the barber's
scissars and the fine-toothed comb. On these occasions my father steps up behind me, gingerly strokes my
fine, straight hair and remarks how unmanageably long it has grown. With quick, deliberate movements he
snips ry hair, and the sound of crisp locks descends delicately upon the newspaper.

My toddler years proved the worst for such occasions, My childlike mpatience prompted futile
attempts 1o squirm out of my Gather's grasp, but they only resulted m Chimese curses, a firm, restraming hand,
and unevenly cut hair. My father is not a barber, and 1 never fully fathomed from where his inclination 10
learn the an of haircutting emerged, or why 1 never fail to be his scissors' unlucky victim,

Asinunmdmnnge&'—mnmnm:_pmnrmﬂudmLMyﬁmu'sm“:lﬁmhcrhmamammmur
agony. When many of my friends received salon-styled cuts, | suffered under my father's hands.  Although
his technique improved, my mind magnified his every mistake. A reasonably even hair trimmmg would, to
my tragic pre-teen eyes, become as uncven as unkempt backyard grass.  Frequently he would cut my hair too
shon, causing me to sulkily fear, with puerile melodrama, that everyone could mistake me for a boy. Other
kids did not live through such misery, | thought. 'When peers mquired about my new haircut, | would expose
an embarrassed grin and deceitfully murmur that 1had visited a neighborbood salon.

After many years of submission and unsuccessful objections, 1 finally realize my biindness. My father,
contrary to what T had befieved during my most angry moments, never intentionally meant to humiliate his
daughter; instead, his actions only had reaffirmed his love. Alhough his results could never compare with
those of a New York fashion styhist, tendemess flows warmly through every brush and every saip. Now
during these Saturday rituals, when the glaring aftemoon sunlight softens through the fierng bathroom
drapes, | absorb the gentleness of each cut and pamfully regret the times | wounded him by protesting his act
of love.

The day will arrive when the hair's owner will embrace the world, enthusiastic and mdependent,
time when these raven locks will no longer be available for the tim. As T stand before him, observing him
fiurnble quietly with the scissors, | secretly moum the mevitable end of our mtimate riual. Indispensable to
cach other and ceriuinly complementary, together the scissors and comb render a fitting symbol for the
affectionate relationship between me and my father. To this day, my father culs my hair with the same
nstruments, and | proudly display his work through the halls of Calabssas High. When ny friends now
mquire about my new haircut, | reveal to them with a satisfied smile that my father has cut it—jagged edges
stray ends and all
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THE NEW CHINESE LANGUAGE TEST
from the College Board

Why a Mandarin Chinese language test” Forcign language enrollments in the United States are
undergoing changes. A survey conducted by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages (ACTEL), published in October 1991, showed that 7,354 students were enrolled in
Chinese language classes in secondary schools. Of these, 6,738 students received instruction in
sandarin, while 616 students were taught Cantonese.

What will be on the test? The Chinese Test with Listening will contain 85 questions: 30
listening, 25 usage, and 30 reading. The listening section of the test will be delivered by cassene
tape and will consist off

« utterances with three responses, all spoken in Mandarin Chinese

« conversstions and narratives spoken in Mandarin Chinese, preceded by introductory
statements in English. Students will answer questions written in English. All spoken
materials will be heard only once.

Usage questions will be presented in four writing systems: traditional characters, simplified
characters, Pinyin romanization, and Chinese phonetic alphabet {(BoPoMoFo). Swdents should
read from only one column. The reading section will be printed in traditional as well as
simplified characters. Questions on the reading section are in English.

Who should take this test? The test is designed for students who have studied Mandarin
Chinese for two to four years in secondary school.

How much time is needed for the test? The Chinese Test with Listening is one hour long: 20
minutes of listening and 40 minutes of usage and reading. An additional 15 to 20 minutes will be
necessary for administrative activities.

When will the test be administered? The Chinese Test with Listening will be administered for
the first time on April 26, 1994, in participating high schools. In subsequent years the test will be
offered in November only.

What will students get? The test scores will be reported like those from other College Board
Achievement/Subject Tests and can be used by students to demonstrate their Chinese language
ability to colleges to which they are applying. In addition to a total score, students will receive
three subscores for listening, usage, and reading. These additional scores enhance a college's
understanding of an individual student’s language skills. As in other Achievernent/Subject Tests,

students can choose to see their scores before deciding whether or not 1o report them to
calleges.

What will schools get? In addition to serving the needs of their students in the college admission
process, participating schools will receive score information about their students. This will
include a roster of all their students’ scores and summary information that compares the

thrfcnnancu of their students to that of all students who participated in the Chinese Test with
tening.
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