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THROUGH PLAY CHILDREN LEARN WHAT NO ONE CAN
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My Chinese School Experience .

| am gratefil my parents took the time to teach me Chinese and Taiwanese and
sent me to the Conejo Valley Chinese School, not many of my frends can canverse in
more than one language  Having the ability 10 speak more than one language is helpfidl in
scienaific fields, since scientists often exchange information with researchers from other
countries. | have of hopes of becoming a Ph D research scientists. However, this
laniguage ability 18 not only an academic advamage, it has helped me preserve my Chinese
hertage. By being in Chinese school | made many Chinese friends, | leamed to read and
write in Chinese, and | even learned some Chiness history and myths as | read the stories.
Aithough | speak Chinese and Taiwanese ar home, antending Chinese School is ancther
opportunity for me to practice Chinese. Reading Chinese poetry and competing in poetry
compentions with all my friends was a rewarding and exciting experience, and so were the
annual Chiness New Year Festivals, where | participated in an Chiness Folk Dance and
wo plays( fﬂﬁ-ﬂ'ﬁﬁ; 4= % H ). From reading and writing to acting in
Chinese plays. [ learned to appreciate my own culture and take interes: in learning more
gbout it as well When [ attend UCLA next vear, | intend to continue studies in Chinese,
especially since | still recognize most of words my teachers taught me and il remember
the commect way--top 1o bottom, left 10 nght--to write Chinese
Many Chinese children who, like me, grow up in America often lose touch with

their own rationality They cannol speak Chinese and even deliberately refuse 1o speak it.
They say they are American, but [ proudly say | am Chinese-Amencan Because | will
always be Chinese in appearance and nature, | pelseve it 18 imponant that | understand my
ancestry and native culture  Through that understanding | am able to balance my
Amencan and Chinese thinking, ways, values, and beliefs  With the ability to speak both
of my ratve languages, | am also able 1o converse with my grandparents and other
relatives and help new, Chinese students adjust to their new American environment and
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I fzel that the most important benefit that Chinese School has had for me is it
effect of encouraging me 1o do better Every Sawurday. afier [ leave Chinese Schoal. [ feel
4 S$irong desire (0 be more prodicient in Chinese. Whether this is induced by leaming from
the ieachers. being with the other students, secing their parents. or 2 combination of these,
the sense of sncouragement that I derive has been the main driving force in my studies
Whenever | go to Monierey Park. Taiwan, panties with my parents. and especially
Chinese School. I see 50 many other peogle speaking and understanding Chinese that |
WAnt 10 be just as good in Chinese as they, so that | may not lose my cultural heritage,

In addition to my learning of Chinese language and history, T have enjoyed the
acuvities that ane sponsored through the Chinese School, such as the speech and
calligraphy comests, the Christmas Partv. and the Chinese New Year Panty. In order 1o
succeed in these, it is exigent 1o pracuce. [n last year's Chnstmas Party, | co-hosted a
riddle game. In order that [ could read my clues smoothly, [ read and rehearsed them
many umes in the alternoon before the event. At the New Year Party several years ago. |
acied 28 2 small boy using a fan 1o train a Lion (which was actuaily ancther student
capansoned in a lon suit). This also took many hours of practice.

Although anending Chinese School has been fun, [ have not bean as assidudus in
my studics as |. my teachers. and my parents wouald have fiked. On mos; of my iesis, | do
not seore very weil, and newther do I complete the homework regularly. Fortunately, the
encourdgement that | feel from going 10 Chinese School has led me 1o persevere and 1o
continue. and | am graweful for the patience of my teachers. Through the years that | have
been ai Chinese School, | have accrued some knowledge of wards, history. pin yin, and
idiems; probably the most useful skill that [ have leamed is tha ability to find words in a
dictionary. With this, | may siill improve my Chinese even afier [ have ieft Chinese
School
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