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In the susmmer of 1987, whilae
my fellow graduates were celebra-
ting the end of high school, I
was getting oy head shaved. Whils
By friends, with whom I spent
four yeara of school, were parcty-
ing in Hawail, I wvas deing push-
ups in a pool of sweat. While
they were driving around in their
new graduatlon esents, I was
carrying over eighty pounds on
=y back up a hill, wsarning the
titla of United States Marina.

My decision to join the military
was & difficult one, and an even
harder one to tell my friends and my
family. However; in the end it was
ny own decision, and one I will
always stand behind. In fack,
1m‘h:¥nq back now after my four years
enlistment time, By future was still
open, and I simpply felt that I needed
a break to grow a little and see the
world Iin order to appreciate tha
order of things. To me, in my eyes,
I felt that most of everything I had
came perhaps a little too easy and I
neadad to be a little toughened up.
And 3o, although soms may say it was
a little drastic;, I decided upon tha
Marines. To =me, the Marines stood up
for what I was looking for more than
any other service. They wars leanesr,
tougher, and had more pride in
themselves. Alsc, they had €ha
sharpast uniforms. L

I d4id not ever consider the Marines
a career, just a momentary stepping
stone before I entered college. I
felt that in order to be a better
success, I had to learn more about
1ife in crder to appreclate it. And,
with all my -np-rginﬂt- in the many
different countrias and places I baan
able to wvislt, I feal its paid off.
Also, 1 was lucky enough to get a
vary good job, that of an Avionics
Techniclian. Working on alrplanes and
with highly technical eguipmant
allowed meé to get a better idea of
the order of thinga and how things
work. Almo, it prevented my mind
from going to wmush. It wam very
surprising alse for me to ses how
hard=-working and dedicated the Marine
are, Maybe it was the squadron I was
attached to, but the professicnalism
and devotlon that I learned that I
learned will always ba a part of my
attlitude.
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When war was beginning to break out
in Saudil Arabla, our sgquadron was
ready to go. Though we wore set to
deploy for Japan in October of that
year (1990), we wera able to pack up
and be in Saudi in less than a wveek
and arrived there in August, wherse we
waitaed for five more months for war
to actually break out. In all, wa
spent over seven months in the
Persian Gulf; an experlience that will
also last & lifetime. Becoming a War
Veteran was an unexpected bonus, but
ona that I could not discount four
years ago. In fact, at the time it
did not seem likely. Fortunately,
the war ended as it did. Through it
all, the professicnal work attitude
was evalent throughout evarything
we dfﬁ. and that was contributed to
our overwhelming success - something
I'll alwvays remember.

How that my enlistment la finlshed
and I am about to start my freshman

year at UCLA in Intermational
Harketing, I feel that the Dbest
gualities that I learned and

developed from my experiences will
CArry over to school. I'm still the
same parscon I was four years ago, but
in a different way. Hy back is &
little atrajighter, I have ®ROCe
confidence, and I feel I can handle
any situation a lot better than I
could have Dbafore. I  would
definitely not recommend the military
to averybody. My decision was
perscnal and In =y ewn Iinterests, ams
avary is different. However, it
is an interesting alternative and for
a paraon to be able to handle it does
say something. But in the end, as
with all things it's up to the indi-
vidual to ba in control of his or her
life. And, like gomeons told me
befora I enlisted- "You get ocut of it
axactly what you put lnto it.®
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